
 

 

 

JULY 

 

Fri 21 End of  Term 

 (school finishes at 2.00 pm) 

 

SEPTEMBER 

 
Fri 1      Children return to 

              school (8.50 am) 

 

OCTOBER 

 

Mon 16- Half term break (2 wks) 

Fri 27 

 

Mon 30 Return to school  

 

NOVEMBER 

 

Mon 6     Individual Photos 

 

DECEMBER 

 

Tues 12   KSI  -  Aladdin 

 KS2  -  Beauty & the Beast 

 

Tues 19 End of Term 

              (school finishes at 2.00 pm) 
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Headteacher’s Message!!  

Dear Parents/Carers,  

As the year draws to a close, I would like to thank everyone at Swallow Dell 

(children, parents, staff and governors) for their continued support and hard 

work.  

It has been quite an eventful year; We have seen changes to the Lowerfield 

building with the addition of new rooms and specialist provision, huge success  

at competitions we have entered, four wonderful school productions, congratula-

tions and praise from the Local Authority for the progress that our children 

make and of course a ‘good’ Ofsted….We all deserve a lovely summer holiday! 

We do say farewell, but not goodbye, to some of the school staff and our  

Year 6 pupils, who are off on new and exciting ventures. We will miss them but 

are looking forward to hearing from them soon. The new term will bring new  

faces and members to our community, who will bring their uniqueness to add to 

ours. As well as this there will be further changes to the Sweet Briar school 

building with the addition of meeting rooms in the Autumn term and more  

exciting school events. 

I wish you all a safe, sunny and happy summer holidays and look forward to  

welcoming you all back on 1st September 2017. 

With Warm wishes, 

Clare Hollingsworth 
Headteacher 

 

Message from Jeff Hawes, Chair of Governors ... 

As we close out the school-year, I want to say good-bye and good luck to all 

our Year 6 children as you head off to secondary school.  To those members  

of staff that are moving onto pastures new or going-out to graze in retirement,  

also I wish you well for the future and thank you for your hard work and  

commitment to the school, that you and all our staff display everyday. 

Looking forward into the first half-term, Swallow Dell will have been open 15 

years.  In light of this, the Board will refresh the School's Values so that they 

under-pin the daily ways of working and interactions with each other for chil-

dren, parents, staff and visitors.  There will be opportunities for everyone to 

have share a view, so please don't be shy when asked for an opinion. 

Also we are looking for some volunteers to join us on the Board of Governors;  

we are particularly looking for people with HR, Engineering or site management 

skills, but above all commitment and a desire to help with the over-sight of the 

school.  More of this next term. 

To everyone returning next year, have a restful and enjoyable Summer break!         

http://www.swallowdell.herts.sch.uk/


School news ……. 

School Council 

The school council have been working hard to organise action groups around the school. The first club 

led by pupils is up and running... Pokémon club! We hope to start more in September. 

School Lunches 

Please note that the cost of a school lunch will increase to £2.40 from September.  Payment for school 

lunches must be made in advance via SchoolComms, otherwise unfortunately we will not be able to pro-

vide a meal for your child/ren.   

Please note that our first day back at school on 1 September will be Friday of Week One on the Menu 

Cycle. 

Fine Dining Winners! 

Congratulations to the 'Fine Dining' winners for this half term: 

Infants:   Michael, Mia, Lilly, Toby, Raegan and Gabriel 

Juniors:  Joshua , Cody , Eve, Joe, Crystal, Sonny, Summer  and Stephanie 

These children have been nominated by the dining room and catering staff for their politeness in their 

dining room and table manners. Children are also nominated for trying new foods, clearing away their 

dinner trays and cutlery and being a real pleasure in the dining room.  Well done to all the winners! 

Free School Meals reminder 

Hertfordshire County Council have asked us to pass on the following message to parents/carers: 

 Children who currently receive a free meal at school will be automatically renewed for September 

2017, so parents/carers do not need to re-apply 

 Letters will only be sent to families whose children are no longer entitled to receive a meal 

Thank you for your generosity ….. 

A huge £306.76 was raised as a result of the dressing up day on 30 June for Just  

Different  -  many thanks to all who took part and contributed! 

Family Fun Picnic—June 30 

Thank you so much to all the families who supported this non-fundraising event. It was  

lovely to see so many families enjoying the school grounds. We had quite a few Pupil Voice 

displays where the children thoroughly enjoyed explaining their roles within the school.  

We also had representatives from the local community, sharing their roles, some providing little goodie 

bags to take away as well! A Big thank you to Jason from Premier Sport for providing some sporty oppor-

tunities for the children and Mr Makondo for his master classes in African drumming, which I know many 

families enjoyed! 

School term dates for 2017/18 school year 

All our inset training and occasional days have now been allocated for the school  

year starting in September, please see the term dates on the back page of this News-

letter.  In particular, please note that the return to school date for Spring  

term in January has changed from that previously advised. 



E-Safety 

 Recently  Snapchat released a new feature ‘Snap Map’ that is automatically enabled that can track the 

user’s location unless it is turned off. This means that anyone you are linked to on snapchat can locate 

exactly where you are, what building you are in and your whereabouts in the building. 

This can be disabled by clicking on the “Ghost Mode”, To do this you need to pinch the screen over the 

map and select “ghost mode”.   For more information about Snapchat and other social media apps please  

visit https://www.commonsensemedia.org/social-media 

   Common Sense Media provides a lot of information  

    including age restrictions and information on the  

    different privacy setting for each app. Most social  

    media apps ( including Snapchat)  have an age  

    restriction of 13 years.  For more information  

    including age restrictions and a parents user guide  

    please visit the NSPCC at:  

                                                                               https://www.net-aware.org.uk/networks/ 

 

With the holidays fast approaching children may have more opportunities to play games on the  

computer. While games can great fun and can provide great opportunities for children to develop their 

imagination and problem solving skills, it is important to remember that age ratings on games, whether 

they are bought from a shop or downloaded from the internet are not recommendations, they are the  

law. That law ( PEGI) is in place because some games are not appropriate for our children .   

 

The PEGI website provides a wealth of information about age restrictions and can be 

used as a conversation tool to explain why games are not appropriate for your children 

to play them.  http://www.pegi.info/en/index/ 

 

If you have any questions about e-safety  please ask your class teacher or Mrs Joyce.  

Coffee Mornings  -  everybody welcome, under 5s too! 

When:  Every Wednesday during term-time 

Time: 9.00-10.00 am 

Place: Orchard Room, Lowerfield Building 

Come and enjoy a cuppa with Sian, Family Support Worker, and meet other parents/carers before you get on with the rest of your 

day! 

 Meadow Room 

We are delighted to have a new resource with sensory equipment to support children to create a musical 

and light atmosphere to develop presentation skills.  It will also support individuals and small groups with 

the concept of cause and effect. 

We have a bubble tube, fibre optics, a cushioned floor and seating 

area, a sound box and a projector.  In addition to these, we have a 

‘magic carpet’.  This is an amazing interactive tool, which projects 

games and images onto the floor that users can play with and con-

trol simply by moving on or over the projected image. 

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/social-media
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/networks/
http://www.pegi.info/en/index/


Secondary Transition September 2018— Open Evenings 

The following local secondary schools will be holding their open evenings to help parents of our older 

children make their choices for secondary school applications: 

Sir Frederic Osborn—Thursday 21 September 2017 

Onslow St Audrey’s—Tuesday 26 September 2017 
 
Stanborough School—Thursday 28 September 2017 

Bishop’s Hatfield Girls School—Tuesday 3 October 2017 

Monks Walk—Thursday 5 October 2017 

For parents/carers of children moving into Year 7 in September 2018, please note the closing date for  

secondary school applications (online and paper) is Tuesday 31 October 2017 

Goodbye and Good luck ……. 

We are sorry to say goodbye to a number of our teaching and support staff at the end of this term, 

some of whom have been with us for many years.  We will sadly miss them but would like to thank them 

for their services to the school and all the best for the future: 

Mrs S Ward, Teaching Assistant Year 3 

Mrs S Leach, Senior Level Teaching Assistant 

Miss F Andrew, Class Teacher Year 6 

Miss A Hansen, Class Teacher Year 3 

Mrs N Adams, Class Teacher Year 2 and Assistant Head teacher KS1 

Miss V Mackney, Class Teacher Year 3 

Dr K Aswania, Teaching Assistant Years 5 and 6 

Mrs L Moore, Class Teacher Year 6 

   News from the Classrooms!! 

NurseryNurseryNursery   

This half term in nursery we have had lots of fun learning about summer! We had an amazing time turning 

our garden into a beach. We learnt about the properties of ice, sinking and floating and how to build a 

sand castle!  

We also went swimming for the very first time! We learnt how to stay safe around the 

pool and experimented moving in different ways through the water.   

We also learnt and developed gross motor skills in preparation 

for our sports day.  We have also started to think about next 

year and have been visiting our new classrooms and meeting our 

new teachers. This week we also celebrated our graduation and 

thought about what we would like to be when we grow up! 



   ReceptionReceptionReception   

In Reception we have enjoyed learning about Minibeasts. Firstly we went on a Welly Walk to the woods and found 

some Minibeasts and we learnt how to take care of them. They were very tickly and wriggly on our hands! We also 

learnt about what different habitats, different minibeasts liked best. 

As part of our learning about Minibeasts in literacy, we learnt some more about the features on nonfiction books 

such as labels and photographs. We then made our very own nonfiction books, thinking carefully about describing 

words. 

In Maths we used Minibeasts to explore different ways of calculating including 

subtracting, adding and doubling and halving. We particularly enjoyed using the 

natural materials outside to create giant symmetrical minibeasts. 

We have also learnt more about keeping healthy  this half term, using the favourite story 

of 'The Very Hungry Caterpillar' to prompt discussion about healthy eating. We have also 

been discussing how exercise keeps us healthy as we had our sports day where we completed so many 

different activities to show off our developing physical skills. We had so much fun too! 

Year 1Year 1Year 1 

This term we have enjoyed learning about polar regions. We created our own arctic animal poems. We also planned 

and made our own sculptures from clay. 

In Science we went on Welly walks and used our senses to write about  

different plants. We grew cress in different types of materials, we watered  

them everyday and gave them the same amount of sunlight so we could  

investigate which grew the best.   We also had fun taking part in Sports Day. 

Year 2Year 2Year 2 

Oak and Maple class have had an exciting six weeks in the second half of the summer term.  

First of all, we would like to say a HUGE well done to all of the children for working so hard to use all of the skills we 

have learned in Year 2. Some of them were quite tricky; for example, using an exclamatory sentence  

in their writing. What a challenge it has been! 

As part of our topic learning, during Design Week, we researched, designed, built, tested and evaluated our own cat-

apults. Our challenge was to fire a pompom over a wall. It was quite tricky but some of us managed to build some 

pretty powerful machines! We then created PowerPoints about our creations using our computing skills. 

In June, we all enjoyed our trip to Windsor Castle. We found out lots of fasci-

nating facts and took part in a workshop to find out how people trained to be-

come a knight. We loved sharing all of our new knowledge with our families in our 

sharing assembly. 

This term, we have been lucky enough to have several visitors to our school to 

help us with our learning. We had an eSafety workshop to learn about how to be 

safe online. The leaders said that we were one of the best schools they had visited for our knowledge of how to keep 

ourselves safe. Remember to keep thinking about our eSafety animals over the summer holidays!  

We have had Sir Frederic Osborn school sports coaches come to teach us tennis and boccia and Premier Sports to 

support us with developing our athletics skills. 

All of the adults working with Year 2 are very proud of everything that the children have achieved this year  - well 

done! 



   

   

Year 3Year 3Year 3 

Year 3 have had a very busy term! We have learned so much and have had an amazing time. We have been learning 

about Ancient Greece as our topic and have extended that learning into our Literacy and Art lessons as well. We 

wrote myths after creating our very own mythical creatures, and used pastels to create some beautiful artwork 

featuring a Greek temple. We have also studied the foods people in Ancient Greece used to eat and designed our 

own meals. We then baked some delicious spinach and cheese pastry. 

In PE we have been participating in Athletics. We ran all sorts of fun and wacky races, as well as relays and sprints. 

We also practiced shot put and hurdles. All of these lessons were excellent practice for Sports Day, which was a 

lot of fun!  

Apple class has also been reading the BFG. We have made dream jars featuring our favourite dreams, created our 

own giants, and even tasted snozzcumbers and frobscottle! It has been a pleasure teaching your children and I wish 

them all the best for year 4! 

Year 4Year 4Year 4 

This term Year 4 have been learning all about the world! Stories from other cultures and persuasive writing about 

the rainforest in English, Weather around the World in Geography, and discovering 

our local habitat in Science.  

We really enjoyed painting in watercolour and working very hard 

on our sewing skills to create cushions, bags or wallets, using ap-

plique to attach designs to the front—we are all very proud of our 

results!  We have lots of lovely memories of our time together in 

Year 4 and are very excited about what is to come in Year 5. 

Year 5Year 5Year 5 

Year 5 have had an incredibly busy term, including creating volcanoes, cam toys and writing stories from another 

culture amongst many more activities.  

On Thursday 6th July, 5 members of Year 5 took part in the Sir Frederic Osborn Maths  

Challenge. They had to complete puzzles, treasure hunts and arithmetic challenges. Everybody 

finished on the same number of points, so we were all winners. The children were fantastic  

representatives of the school throughout the morning. Congratulations to them!  

Many other members of Year 5 travelled to Stanborough School to take part in a Science morning, using different 

equipment such as Bunsen burners.  The children were so enthusiastic about the trip and 

thoroughly enjoyed their meeting. 

Following the massive success of our Christmas Mini Enterprise, the children were able to 

fund their own exciting trip to Whipsnade Zoo. Fun was had by all while they tried to get 

the best selfie with an animal.  

As the finale for Year 5, we were very busy preparing for our performance of Alice in Wonderland with Year 6. We 

hope you enjoyed the show! 

Year 6Year 6Year 6            

Year 6 have been working hard practising their play.  We have enjoyed learning all the songs, lines and  

dances.  Also we have been preparing for the move to our new schools.  This has included work in class as well  

as a visit to them.   

We were also given the responsibility of helping out with the Foundation Day Sports Day.  We greatly enjoyed  

our time with the younger children and were impressed with their athletic abilities. 



School Class Lists—September 2017 

   Nursery: 

   Mrs Whittick          Juniper    Teaching support:    Mrs S Setters,  

              Mrs D Wright 

   Reception: 

   Miss D Kane          Pine (receiving Juniper) Teaching support:  Mrs A Wakeman,  

            Ms A Darvil 

   Miss Munns         Chestnut (receiving Juniper)              Ms T Newberry- Cooper  

            Ms D Martin 

 

   Year  1: 

   Miss N Aldridge          Beech (receiving Pine)  Teaching support:  Mrs J Easdale 

   Miss S Wisdom          Cherry (receiving Chestnut) Teaching support:  Ms O’Connell 

 

   Year 2:  

   Mrs C Joyce/Ms S Wallis   Oak (receiving Cherry) Teaching support:  Mrs D Allen 

   Miss E Taylor         Maple (receiving Beech)  Teaching support: Mrs W Somerville 

 

   Year  3: 

   Miss S Begum         Apple (receiving Oak)  Teaching support:  Ms V Howard 

   Miss S Tydeman        Silver Birch (receiving Maple)  Teaching support:  Ms N Hammond 

 

   Year 4: 

   Mrs N Trendall          Ash  (receiving Silver Birch) Teaching support:  Ms C Sawyer 

   Miss R Stewart         Willow (receiving Apple)  Teaching support:  Ms D Shala 

 

   Year 5: 

   Mr Weimer          Elm  (receiving Ash)  Teaching support:  Mrs V Harris 

   Mrs R Bartholomeusz  Sycamore (receiving Willow)        Mrs L Xhaferraj 

            Mr B Rose 

   Year 6: 

   Ms E Rhoades/           Cedar (receiving Elm)  Teaching support:   Mrs H Evans 

   Mrs V Arends            Ms Clarke    

   Miss J James           Poplar (receiving Sycamore)       Mr G Collier 

             Mrs P Nutter      

 



 

 

 

Swallow Dell School Term and Holiday Dates 2017/2018 

 

Autumn Term 2017:  

Friday 1 September — Tuesday 19 December  2017   (2 pm finish) 

Half term:  Monday 16 October—Friday 27 October 2017 

   (please note half term is two weeks this term) 

 

Spring Term 2018:  

Monday 8 January — Thursday 29 March 2018         (2 pm finish) 

Half term:  Monday 12 February—Friday 16 February 2018 

 

Summer Term 2018:  

Monday 16 April — Friday 27 July 2018                       (2 pm finish) 

May Day:  Monday 7 May 2018 

Inset day:  Friday 25 May 2018 

Half term:  Monday 28 May—Friday 1 June 2018 



Community Noticeboard 

 

 

 

 

 

 
    

 
Animal agents - discover a wild  and wonderful reading 
adventure at your library this summer 
 
Hertfordshire Library Service is excited to announce that Animal 
Agents, Summer Reading Challenge 2017.  They are challenging chil-
dren of all ages to read six library books of their choice over the sum-
mer and return to the library to tell our friendly staff about them. 
 
Children can have books read to them, or they can read standard 
library books or books in alternative formats, including: 

 E-books and digital audiobooks, featuring multiple accessibility 
options and no overdue charges (available to download for free 
from our e-library) 

 Talking books on CD 

 Large print fiction (16-18 point) 

 Giant print and Braille picture books (72 point) 

 Giant print fiction and non-fiction for all reading abilities, availa-
ble free from the Giant Print Library at the RNIB (24 point) 

 Tactile books 

 Barrington Stoke books, designed for dyslexic readers 

As part of this year’s Summer Reading Challenge, children will meet 
an amazing team of animal detectives created by best-selling Horrid 
Henry illustrator Tony Ross. With the Animal Agents at their side, 
young readers will uncover the truth behind a strange library mystery 
and catch a crafty crook! 
 
There are exciting rewards to collect throughout the challenge, and 
every child who finishes their six books will be awarded a medal and a 
certificate. Additionally, children who finish by 9 September will have 
the chance to win a ticket to an exclusive author event during Octo-
ber half-term. 

Children can also visit www.animal-agents.org.uk for more games and 
surprises. 
 
Best of all, the Summer Reading Challenge is free! To sign up, all 
children need to do is visit their local library from 15 July for a starter 
pack, while stocks last. Animal Agents starter packs are designed to 
be suitable for children with visual or print impairments. 
 
The challenge ends on Saturday 9 September. 

The Confident Fathers Programme  

A free 6 week course for fathers or male carers of children aged under 12.  

Topics covered include: The importance of a father figure, tools for manag-

ing conflict, understanding the physical and emotional development of 

your child, improving communication and relationships, dealing with chal-

lenging behaviour and setting boundaries.  

Booking is essential  

When: Saturday 30th September to 11th November, 10am - 12 noon  

Where: Creswick Children’s Centre, Sir John Newsom Way, WGC AL7 4FL  

To book a place, please email Gemma Jeffrey on 

g.jeffrey@ludwick.herts.sch.uk  

Families Feeling Safe  

A FREE protective behaviours programme for mums, 

dads and carers of children aged 5 to teens. The 

course offers ideas and strategies to help your family and chil-

dren.  

Topics include:  

Building confidence and self esteem. Managing stress, anger 

and worries. Dealing with peer pressure and bullying. Coping 

with change and transitions. Know how and who to talk with to 

get help. Stay feeling in control and make safe choices. Improve 

communication. Know ways to keep yourself feeling safe.  

We focus on what we can do and we have some fun!  

When: Thursday 28th Sept - 7th Dec (excluding 19th & 26th 

October) 9.30-11.30am  

Where: Swallow Dell Primary School, Blackthorn Road, AlL7 

3JP  

To Book: please email Wendy on wen-

dy@familiesfeelingsafe.co.uk or call 07874 662486  

      Life Skills Courses  

The Adult Learning Service believes that engaging in something creative 

or working on improving self-image can be beneficial. Therefore we pro-

vide regular courses for people aged over 16, who have experienced 

mental distress.  

We are continually developing new courses around the management of 

difficult emotions and creative courses that help with general wellbeing 

and our courses cover a wide range of subjects.  

All courses are supported by experienced and qualified facilitators in a 

relaxed and friendly atmosphere and in order to provide you with the 

best quality service we now charge a fee of between £10 and £20 per 

person per course.  

Courses in WGC  

Self Esteem - Tues 12th Sept - 17th Oct, 10-11.30am  

Anxiety - Tues 31st Oct - 5th Dec, 10-11.30am  

To book, please call 01727 865070  

 

The Summer Performing Arts Schools all  

over the UK will be running Summer schools 

for children and teenagers. 

Please visit: 

www.dramaclasses.biz  

for a Directory of classes, as well as performing arts advice 

and tips 

http://www.animal-agents.org.uk/
http://handnews.hertscc.gov.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TEMPLEWOOD SCHOOL VACANCIES 

CLEANER NEEDED 

Templewood School are seeking to appoint a cleaner who will take a real pride in their 

job. We need a reliable and capable individual, who can use their own initiative, as well 

as work as part of a team.  

The hours are Monday to Friday from 7.00am to 9.00am, term time only (38 weeks per 

year).  Some holiday cleaning will be required through the school holidays.  Experience 

of cleaning in a non-domestic environment would be beneficial. Candidates must be 

physically fit as some physical effort will be required. Relevant training will be provided. 

If you think this role would suit you we would love to hear from you. Visits to the 

school are welcome.  

SENIOR SUPERVISORY ASSISTANT 

Templewood School are looking for someone to be responsible for the supervision, 

organisation and deployment of mid-day supervisory assistants in order to make the 

oversight of the safety and welfare of pupils as effective as possible. 

The right candidate will have the ability to ensure the safety and welfare of all pupils 

during the lunchtime and to contribute to and support the overall aims and ethos of 

the school. 

The school is committed to safeguarding children and young people and all post-holder 

are subject to a satisfactory enhanced DBS check. 

Contact us on 01707 324251 or by email admin@templewood.herts.sch.uk 

SONGWRITER SUMMER SCHOOLS 

 

Are you into music and aged 8-18?  Ever fancied writing a song but not sure 

how?  Or maybe want to improve your existing skills? 

Book now:  songwriteronline.co.uk 

26 + 27 July 2017   2 + 3 August  2017 

Watford School of Music  Mid-Herts for Music & Arts (Hatfield) 

10 + 11 August 2017   18 August 2017 

Stevenage Music Centre  Broxbourne Music Centre 

21 August 2017 

North Herts Music School (Hitchin) 

 

Summer Holiday Activities  

If you are looking for fun activities for families over the summer holidays, 

please look at the following websites:  

www.Dayoutwiththekids.co.uk  

www.Locallife.co.uk  

www.Wherecanwego.com  

www.Welhat.gov.uk/familyfun  

www.celticharmony.org  

www.welhat.gov.uk/millgreenmuseum  

welhat.gov.uk/romanbaths  

www.finesseleisure.com/parks/stanborough-park  

www.better.org.uk/leisure-centre/welwyn/  

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjNyu2B9pTVAhVBuxQKHRDDBNsQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.templewood.herts.sch.uk%2F&psig=AFQjCNG8l9Q1JK8yWHi_pa103h8OUfed-g&ust=1500539132996552

