
 

 

 

 

NOVEMBER 

 

Mon 6     Individual Photos 

Mon 20 Stuart Reid—Creative  

               Writing Workshops 

 

DECEMBER 

 

Tue 12   Y1/2  -  Performance 9.30 am 

 KSI  -  Panto in school pm 

 KS2  - Beauty & the Beast pm 

           (Hawthorne Theatre) 

 

Wed 13   Y1/2 -  Performance 1.45 pm 

 

Thurs 14   Early years performance pm 

   School Christmas lunch 

   Y6 Christmas party am 

 

Fri 15   EYFS performance 9.30 am 

  Y4 Christmas party am 

  Y3 Christmas party pm 

 

Mon 18  Juniper Christmas party am 

  Y5 Christmas party pm 

  KS1 Christmas party pm 

   

Tues 19  End of Term 

               (school finishes at 2.00 pm) 
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Headteacher’s Message!!  

Dear Parents/Carers,  

We have had a busy start to the new academic year 

and it’s hard to believe we are starting our half-term 

break already!   

The children have all now settled in well to their new 

classes and have been working very enthusiastically on all their new projects  

and activities.  Next half term we will start our preparations for all the Christ-

mas festivities. 

I hope you all have a restful break for half-term and enjoy the extra week away 

from school.  We look forward to welcoming the children back on Monday morn-

ing, 30 October. 

With Warm wishes, 

Clare Hollingsworth 
Headteacher 

 

Message from Jeff Hawes, Chair of Governors ... 

So, the first half-term is finished, with a nice long break to look forward to.  

For those of you lucky enough to be going away, hopefully you will have found 

some good off-peak holiday deals.  It is seldom that we find ourselves in the 

position of being ‘given’ an extra week by the Local Authority at such short  

notice and left to ‘deal with it’. 

Anyway, as I mentioned in the last Newsletter, we have been open 15 years  

this term.  I hope that at the Parent/Teacher consultations you took the  

opportunity to contribute to the re-fresh of the School’s Values by putting  

your thoughts on the boards.  Your views will be consolidated with the input 

from our staff and children, who will be engaged after half term and hopefully, 

by the start of January, we will have a refreshed set of Values to under-pin  

the school’s way of working. 

Finally, at the Parents Evening, you may have received a small leaflet asking  

for volunteers to become governors.  There are currently 3 vacancies on the 

Board for direct appointment.  What we are looking for are people with  

enthusiasm and commitment to lend their views and opinions in the name of  

improving the school.  If you are able to think long-term, take a wide view of 

issues and competing priorities and, along with fellow Board Members, are  

able to make a decision, then please do contact the school.  The next Board 

meeting is in early December, so it would be good to have some volunteers to 

join us at that meeting. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

FOR CHILDREN WHO 

ARE INVOLVED WITH 

FILMING AT SCHOOL 

NEXT WEEK 

Please ensure that you 

arrive at school at  

7.00 am on Monday 

morning, 16 October but 

not before.   

Children who are attend-

ing where parents are 

not taking part must be 

signed in and out. 

 

Many thanks! 

http://www.swallowdell.herts.sch.uk/


School noticeboard ……. 

School Lunches 

Don’t forget, the new school menu will be starting the week after half-term.  Leaflets have been 

sent home but if you haven't had one, please ask at the School Office. 

Don’t forget — Secondary School Transfer application deadline  

 

For parents/carers of children moving into Year 7 in September 2018, please note 

the closing date for secondary school applications (online and paper) is Tuesday 

31October 2017.  It is recommended that parents complete applications by Friday 

27 October as there will be limited support available over the weekend for anyone 

having trouble applying.   

 

 Please contact the Central Admissions Team on 01992 555840  or at: www.hertsdirect.org/admissions 

if you have any queries. 

Secrets of the Growing Brain Workshop 

We will be running a workshop for parents/carers of children in Years 5 or 6 and those with a 

teen/pre-teen to provide information and practical ideas to help support young people during 

the time of great changes in their brain on: 

Monday 4 December at 9.15 am and 1.30 pm  (sessions will be max 1.5 hours) 

Further details to follow after half term 

School Uniform 

Could we please remind everybody that children are expected to wear the correct uniform to school every day.  That 

includes no nail polish, no earrings and no extreme hair cuts/colours.  Many thanks!  

E-Safety 

 .  
 

 

 

 

 

The internet is a fantastic resource filled with games and a wealth of information. However it is relatively un-

policed and therefore we need to teach children the skills to be safe online.  Olivia Owl reminds us that anyone can 

put information on the internet and the importance of only going on age appropriate websites.  All social media apps 

and platforms have an age restriction. These are linked to their content.  Many children enjoy looking at videos on 

YouTube but it is important to remember that Youtube’s age restriction is 13 with an adult’s permission. This is due 

to anyone being able to upload a video as well as the advertisements. Youtube makes its money from advertising and  

often inappropriate adverts are used during a children’s video.  

The PEGI website provides a wealth of information about age restrictions and can be used as a conversation tool to 

explain why games are not appropriate for your children to play them.   

http://www.pegi.info/en/index/ 

 

If you have any questions about online safety please contact your child’s class teacher or Mrs Joyce. 

http://www.pegi.info/en/index/


Punctuality 

We are still experiencing problems with lots of children arriving late for school in the mornings.  Please 

ensure they are here ready for registration at 8.50 am.  The Attendance Officer allocated to monitor 

Swallow Dell has already identified persistent offenders and will be following up on these in the near 

future.  

Safety in the playground 

Please  ensure that children do not use the playground equipment before and after school—we are unable to provide 

supervision at these times and need to be sure that there is no risk to the health and safety of anybody using the 

apparatus.  Thank you. 

Term and Holiday Dates 2017/2018 

Autumn Term 2017:  

Friday 1 September — Tuesday 19 December  2017   (2 pm finish) 

Half term:  Monday 16 October—Friday 27 October 2017 

   (please note half term is two weeks this term) 

Spring Term 2018:  

Monday 8 January — Thursday 29 March 2018         (2 pm finish) 

Half term:  Monday 12 February—Friday 16 February 2018 

Summer Term 2018:  

Monday 16 April — Friday 27 July 2018                 (2 pm finish) 

May Day:  Monday 7 May 2018 

Inset day:  Friday 25 May 2018 

Half term:  Monday 28 May—Friday 1 June 2018 

Harvest 

A big thank you to everybody for supporting our harvest celebration again this year with all the gener-

ous donations of food.  As you can see from these photos, we were able to create a fantastic display! 



   

NurseryNurseryNursery   

We have had a great start to our time in nursery! We have all settled in and have enjoyed learning  

about all the different things we can do at nursery! Some of the activities we have particu-

larly enjoyed are painting, role playing, riding the bikes and working on different gross motor 

skills outside. 

This week we have been finding out about the festival of Diwali! We have learnt that it is a 

festival of light and made divas to put a candle in! 

Year 1Year 1Year 1 

All the Year 1 children have moved beautifully from Reception and are loving their new classroom environ-

ments. 

Year 2Year 2Year 2 

This term, Year 2 have been learning about The Great Fire of London. We have been very engaged finding out 

lots of different facts. Did you know that the fire was burning for 4 days? To bring together every thing we 

had found out, we acted out the 4 days of the fire. It was such great fun taking on different characters to 

portray scenes. 

Our science topic this term has been ‘Healthy Living`. 

Year 2 have found out lots about keeping our minds, bodies 

and hearts healthy. We are all trying to eat 5 fruit and 

veg a day!  

To learn about exercise, year 2 joined up to run a mara-

thon. We all ran 800m each – the length combined totalling 

more than a marathon! 

News from the Classrooms!! 

ReceptionReceptionReception   

What an amazing start to our time in Reception we have had! We have all made our teachers very proud of 

how well we have  settled in to our new school! There has been  lots for us to learn this half term including 

where things are, learning the names of our teachers and new friends, learning about our school routine and 

deciding upon some 'Golden Rules' that will help us to make sure everyone is happy and safe in school. We 

have particularly enjoyed playing board games with our Yr6 friends to help us learn about turn taking and 

sharing.  

We have also really enjoyed participating 

in music lessons on Tuesdays. We have 

been learning how to move to a beat and 

that instruments can make different 

sound depending on how they are played. 

Why not ask us to sing you some of Mrs 

Ward's special songs? 

In our literacy learning we have worked 

hard in phonics and have learnt all about the story of 'Peace at Last'. We all felt very sorry for Poor Mr 

Bear as we designed new places for him to sleep. We also used this story to help us explore positional lan-

guage in maths and we played a great game of 'Mr.Bear says' where we practised different physical skills 

such as standing on one leg....this was very tricky.  

We have all worked so hard this half term that we are now ready for a well earned rest. We look forward to 

being in our new class groups after half term and to starting proper PE lessons!  



   

   

Year 3Year 3Year 3 

Year 3 have had a very exciting start to the year! We spent a Day in the Woods in September to develop team 

building skills and learn about the outdoors. There were various activities in the morning such as whittling sticks 

for marshmallows, shelter building and making sculptures. Then in the afternoon, we all sat around the campfire, 

toasted marshmallows and sang songs. It was a lovely day and the children showed such resilience when faced with 

new things to do. 

Also, we have been learning about instruction texts and wrote a recipe for making jam sand-

wiches. The children then had to make the sandwiches following instructions exactly how 

they were written, which highlighted some areas for improvement. It got quite messy when 

the instructions did not say to use a knife for buttering the bread! Following this, the chil-

dren are creating their own recipe book with more detailed instructions for their own meals. 

We have been learning about many historical events as we journey through time in our Topic 

lesson, including Pompeii, The Battle of Hastings and The Spanish Armada. In Science, we 

have learnt about light and shadows, thinking about reflections and the best materials for a 

pair of sunglasses. It has been a fun-packed half term and the children have been working very hard.  

Year 4Year 4Year 4 

Year 4 enjoyed a great day out at Celtic Harmony Camp, learning about what it was really like to  

live in the Stone Age to Iron Age. We took part in many different activities such as making flint 

arrowheads, trading, hunting and gathering and shelter building. 

The children were all very well behaved and clearly enjoyed themselves - we even had lovely 

weather!  

Please see the year 4 blog for photos. 

Year 5Year 5Year 5 

Year 5  got off to a great start this term with our World War 11 topic. We have been 

learning all about what life was like during the war. Our trip to The Royal Gunpowder 

Mills last week developed the children’s understanding further as they experienced an 

air raid during The Blitz, visited a shop with ration books and, as evacuees , were cho-

sen by families to live in new homes in the safety of the countryside.  The children’s 

costumes were great! Thanks to parents for your hard work. 

We have also been busy on the sports front. A number of  

children took part in a Fun Run at Stanborough Lakes involving many of the local primary 

schools. Well done to all those who took part and finished the course. Holly Nicholls fin-

ished in 6th place in the girls race. What an achievement ! Well done, Holly!  

Year 6Year 6Year 6            

Year 6 have had a very busy start to the new term. We have been learning about 

properties of numbers and writing our own mystery stories filled with suspense and 

tension. During our topic work, we have been looking at the Victorians. We visited the 

British Schools Museum in Hitchin to explore a Victorian school, as well as the Head-

master’s house. Our Victorian teacher was very strict!  

We will be moving on to our first art project of the year soon, where we focus on  

William Morris. Keep an eye on the blog to see what we get up to next! 



Community Noticeboard 

 

 
    

HAND News—free online newsletter for parents, carers and professionals 

Free courses for parents, free school lunches, Makaton stories, inclusive 

activities for children, support groups and much more 

Read all about it in the October edition of HAND News: 

www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/handnews 

JOB VACANCY AT TEMPLEWOOD SCHOOL 
 

 

Are you kind and caring? Enjoy playing games and  

talking to children? Would you like to work with children 

during their lunchtime play to ensure that the whole 

lunchtime experience can be enjoyed in a safe and 

calm environment? 

 

Then come and join a hardworking and friendly team of 

MSA’s at Templewood School. 

 

We are seeking someone who will: 

 support the children ensuring that they have a happy 

and safe mid-day break 

 carry out duties during the children’s lunchtime break 

including supervising in the playground and the  

dining halls 

 take care of all their needs including minor injuries, 

falls and their general welfare during the lunch break 

 provide play, direction and supervision of activities. 

  

Our school is committed to safeguarding and promoting 

the welfare of children and expects all staff and volun-

teers to share this commitment. The successful candidate 

will be subject to a Disclosure Barring Service Check 

(formerly Criminal Records Bureau disclosure). 
 

Please enquire either by accessing https://www.teachinherts.com or 
by calling the school directly on 01707 324251 for further details 

 

 

 

https://www.teachinherts.com
http://handnews.hertfordshire.gov.uk/

