
 

 

                            The Year 6 Learner 
 

Approach  
 

In English lessons, children are taught speaking, listening, reading and writing skills 
through studying a variety of styles of writing (genres).  Teachers follow the Teaching 
Sequence for Writing, which means that children will firstly be taught to read and 
understand the text, then practise the skills of the style of writing (including grammar) 
and apply into their own writing.   
 

The Primary National Curriculum statements will be taught through the modules 
below. 
 
Y6 English Coverage 

 
The Year 6 English curriculum consists of the following modules.  

 Fiction Genres 

 Explanation Texts 

 Reports 

 Recounts in the form of Journalistic Writing 

 Key Narrative Techniques e.g. Monologues, Suspense, Characterisations 

 Imagery Poetry 

 Persuasive Writing 

 Debating 

 Discussion Texts 

 Debating Skills 
 
Key poets/authors your children will encounter are: 

 Dave McKean 
 John Foster 
 William Blake 
 Sue Cowling 
 T.S. Elliot 
 Christina Rosetti 
 Nicky Singer 
 Neil Gaiman 
 Alan Snow 
 Anthony Brown 
 Robert Swindells 
 Malorie Blackman 
 Amiba Gavin 
 Louis Sachar 
 Anthony Horowitz 
 J.K. Rowling 
 Michael Morpurgo 
 Betsy Byers 
 Gillian Cross 
 Christina Rosetti 
 Hiroslaw Holub 

 
 



 

 

Recommended reading list:  

 Room 13     Robert Swindells 

 The London Eye Mystery   Siobhan Dowd 

 No Such Thing As Dragons  Philip Reeve 

 Artemis Fowl     Erin Cooper 

 Skelling     David Almond 

 Coraline     Neil Gaiman 

 Wolf Brother     Michelle Paver 

 Truckers     Terry Pratchett 

 The Spiderwick Chronicles   Lynn Reid Banks 

 The Hobbit     J.R.R. Tolkien 

 Horowitz Horror    Anthony Horowitz 

 Pig Heart Boy    Malorie Blackman 

 The Eighteenth Emergency  Betsy Byars 

 Danny The Champion of The World Roald Dahl 

 Stormbreaker    Anthony Horowitz 

 The Journey To The River Sea  Eva Ibbotson 

 War Horse     Michael Morpurgo 

 Carrie’s War     Nina Bowden  

 Goodnight, Mr Tom    Michelle Magorian 

 Holes      Louis Sachar 

 Kat Burger     David Walliams     
 
Curriculum Content 
 
Speaking and Listening 

 

Children will be taught to discuss their learning and to develop speaking skills. They 
will become more familiar with and confident in, using language in a variety of 
situations, for a range of audiences and purposes. They will, for example  

 Develop their understanding of a subject through discussions, learning to give 
their opinions and listen to other viewpoints. 

 Speak clearly and in different ways for drama, formal presentations and 
debate. 

 They will prepare work orally, through drama and role play, discussing, 
rehearsing and recording their ideas. 

Reading 
 

This part of the curriculum is broken down into ‘word reading’ and ‘comprehension’.   

Word reading will not be directly taught, except where individuals need support.  
Instead, children will be encouraged to work out unfamiliar words that they meet.  
They should use their knowledge of word roots and word families to help them to 
understand new words.  Children will be taught key comprehension skills to enable 
them to read, understand and enjoy a wide range of books. Year 6 will have the 
opportunity to read and discuss a wider range of fiction, poetry, plays and non-fiction.  
They will, for example: 

 Identify and discuss themes and conventions across a wide range of writing 



 

 

 Predict what may happen based on evidence and clues given 

 Give responses to texts and recommend books to peers, giving reasons for 
views and choices 

 Use clues from the text to work out characters’ feeling, actions or motives and 
give evidence to back their conclusions 

 Discuss and evaluate how authors use language (including figurative 
language) and consider the impact on the reader. 

 Compare different texts 

Writing  
Writing is developed through teaching the following: 
 
Spelling: Children should learn to spell new words correctly and have opportunities 
to practise spelling skills.  They will be taught spelling patterns and conventions, and 
draw on their knowledge of word families and roots to help them spell new words 
correctly.  They will continue to practise and use the words included in Appendix 1 of 
the National Curriculum for years 5 & 6. Children will be expected to use a dictionary 
and thesaurus. 
 
Handwriting: Pupils will continue to be taught handwriting in order to increase 
speed, fluency and legibility.  
 
Composition (structure): This includes vocabulary, grammar and punctuation. To 
develop their composition skills, the children will be taught to  

 Plan, draft, compose, edit and evaluate their writing  

 Use a wide variety of punctuation and grammar features with confidence 

 Refine their grammar and vocabulary to further develop the effectiveness of 
their writing 

 Use a wider range of techniques to build detail into their writing and ensure it 
flows smoothly throughout the sections of a piece.  

 Build on their understanding of the differences between Standard and non-
Standard English, and will also focus on how to achieve different levels of 
formality in their spoken and written language. 

 Adapt writing for a range of purposes and audiences as part of their work 
across the curriculum. In year 6 this will include (cross curricular example, 
schools to insert their own) 
 

Grammar will be taught throughout the writing process and teachers will follow the 
terms and concepts of Appendix 2 of the National Curriculum.  
 
For further information, please refer to: Letters and Sounds (Phonics)  
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/letters-and-sounds 

 

 

National Curriculum in England: English Programmes of Study 

https://www.gov.uk/governement/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-

english-programmes-of-study 

 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/letters

