
Swallow Dell Primary School 
 

                   Guidelines for 
Charging for School Activities 2010. 

 
Under the provisions of the Education Act 2006 the school is required to issue a 
statement of Policy regarding charging for school activities. 
 
This relates to   

o Swimming  
o Practical Activities e.g. cooking, crafts 
o School Journey 
o Educational Visits and Visiting Groups e.g.  Theatre. 

 
We regard these activities as being essential to the full educational life of the school.  In 
practice, we will continue our policy of asking parents to contribute towards their cost, 
although such contributions are voluntary.  Any contribution requested will not exceed the 
actual cost per child.  No child will be excluded because their parents cannot or will not 
contribute. 
 
However, the terms of the Act state: 
 

• that there is no obligation to contribute. 
• that registered pupils at a school will not be treated differently according to 

whether or not their parents have made any contribution in response to the 
request. 

 
In effect, of course, we could not continue to provide these activities without the 
current level of support from parents. We would have to prioritise which 
opportunities could be offered. 
 
The school is permitted to charge for:- 
  

• activities outside school hours. 
• board and lodging costs of residential trips. 
• music tuition for individuals or groups of up to four children . 
• any materials where a parent wishes their child to own them  e.g. cooking. 

 
We have in the past always considered families with difficulties and we will continue to do 
so but since the school does not have unlimited funds we have devised this policy 
whereby in the future we shall ascertain the level of parental support on each occasion 
before going ahead with any plans. 
 

Remission of Fees. 
 

The school will consider waiving all or part of the contribution on representation of parents 
who feel unable to meet the full contribution.  The initial criteria will be the entitlement of 
free school meals or parents in receipt of certain benefits.  The school administrators will 
be pro-active in discretely approaching parents who are likely to experience difficulties in 
paying in order to offer support. 
 
Full refunds of contributions will be made to parents when their children are absent or 
when the school cancels the activity. 
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Additional Considerations 
 

The Governing Body will try to adhere to the following guidelines: 
 

• where possible we shall publish a list of visits (and their approximate costs) at 
the beginning of the year. However additional opportunities arise during the 
year and we would wish children to have the benefit of these. 

• we have  a system for parents to pay in instalments. 
• When an opportunity for a trip arises at short notice it will be possible to 

arrange to pay by instalments beyond the date of the trip. 
• We acknowledge that offering opportunities on a “first pay first served” basis 

discriminates against some pupils and we will avoid this method. 
 

Arrangements for Monitoring and Evaluation 
 

The Finance Committee will monitor the impact of this policy by receiving on a termly 
basis a financial report on those activities that resulted in charges being levied, the 
subsidies awarded and the source of those subsidies.  It will seek to evaluate the impact 
of the school’s extended services on those children most in need of additional support. 
 
We operate under the recommended policy from the local authority, which can be 
obtained from the school office. 


