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Head teacher’s Message!!  

Dear Parents/Carers,  

We have had yet another action-packed half term here at 

Swallow Dell and the children and staff are all now tired and ready for a break over 

the Christmas holidays! 

This time of year is always particularly busy as we have our festive celebrations  to 

enjoy, as well as trying to keep focussed on normal schoolwork.  The School Disco  

was a great success and all the children have enjoyed taking part in their various 

productions, as well as their outings to see the Pantomime. 

I would like to thank the PTA for all their fabulous efforts in raising funds this term; 

we really appreciate the huge amount of time they spend working on the school's 

behalf. 

Whilst we understand this is the time of year for coughs and colds, attendance levels 

within school unfortunately still remain a concern.  Attendance is currently just under 

95% and in order to meet our expected standards, this needs to increase to at least 

96%.  I  would be grateful for your support in helping us achieve this.   Frequent ab-

sences can add up to a considerable amount of lost learning which can seriously 

disadvantage your child in later life.   

I hope you all have an enjoyable break over the festive season and we look forward 

to seeing the children back in school on Monday 9 January at 8.50 am.   

With warm wishes, 

Clare Hollingsworth 

Head teacher 

Message from Chair of Governors ... 

As the year wraps up, I am pleased  that Rahima Ahad joined the Board in Novem-
ber as the newly elected Parent Governor.  Rahima will further help the whole 
Board in improving 'parental engagement'.  We believe that a child’s performance 
and progress is enhanced when parents take an active interest in what is being 
learned at school.  Not only in FS and KS1, but also throughout KS2.  There are a 
number of strategies the school currently employs to encourage this, and hopefully 
you will have noticed the increased use of class blogs and some output from the 
new Parent Forum, which is developing and taking shape.   

I want to add a personal thanks to Mrs Hollingsworth and all the staff, for what has 
been a tough term. To everyone I wish a peaceful and safe holiday break, Merry 

Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

  Jeff Hawes 

http://www.swallowdell.herts.sch.uk/


School noticeboard 

Update on new rooms 

Our building work at the Lowerfield building is now nearing completion and we 

are delighted with the new rooms which will be put to good use starting next 

term.  We now have a large room to be used for music lessons and other activi-

ties, as well as a fully-fitted sensory room which has special lighting, music and 

other equipment which we are sure our children with cognitive impairments and 

other sensory conditions will benefit from and enjoy using . 

 

Thank you for your generous donations ... 

Children in Need 

School council felt strongly about supporting Children in Need 
this year by having a pyjama day on Friday 18th November. It 
was great to see so many children in their colourful pyjamas 
and onesies, as well as the staff! 
 

Poppy Appeal  

The school has just received notification and thanks from the British Legion Poppy Appeal 
for the fantastic sum of £406.65 collected in relation to this year’s appeal. 
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School Council 

Excitingly, the school council is being revamped to ensure all children are involved in pupil voice. These chang-
es will be happening gradually beginning in January so watch this space! If you have any comments about  
pupil voice in Swallow Dell, you can email our school councillors at this email address:    
 schoolcouncil@swallowdell.herts.sch.uk 

Christmas Assembly 

We were very fortunate to have a visit from Father Norbert recently 

for a whole school Christmas Assembly, where he told us the story of 

Christmas. Mrs Trendall’s Year 4 Class recited a poem about their 

wishes for Christmas. All the children sang some Christmas Carols, 

including Silent Night and Away in a Manger. 

After School Club on last day of term 

Please note that After School Club will finish early on the last day of term (Weds 21 Dec).  Please collect 
your children by no later than 4.00 pm.  Many thanks! 

Breakfast and After School Club costs from next term—1st child £3.70 per session, siblings £2.65 per session 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.experia-innovations.co.uk%2Fmedia%2Fcatalog%2Fproduct%2Fcache%2F1%2Fimage%2F1200x%2F040ec09b1e35df139433887a97daa66f%2Fb%2Fu%2Fbubble_tube_corner_with_boy.png&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.experia-in
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Don’t forget — Primary School Application deadline 

IMPORTANT—The closing date for Primary School applications for places to start in 

September 2017 is 15 January 2017. It is vital that you complete your application on 

time as late entries mean you may not get your choice of school.  

Please contact the Central Admissions Team on 01992 555840  or at 

www.hertsdirect.org/admissions if you have any queries 

School Payments 

It is our aim to make Swallow Dell a cashless school, so could you please ensure that any payments are 

made via Schoolcomms.  If, for any reason, this is not possible, any money handed in at the school office or 

to teaching staff must be in a sealed envelope, clearly marked with the child’s name and reason for pay-

ment.  Thank you. 

Pushchairs on the path 

Could we please request that parents /carers do not stand on the path between the school 

buildings after dropping off in the morning.  Children  from the Breakfast Club need free 

access along the path on the way to their classes.  Blocking the path means they have to 

walk around pushchairs onto the  wet and muddy grass and some children have recently 

slipped over.  Many thanks! 

E-Safety update  -  Gaming and Christmas 

With Christmas and the holidays fast approaching children may have more opportunities to play games on 
the computer. While games can  be great fun and can provide great opportunities for children to develop 
their imagination and problem solving skills, it is important to remember that age ratings on games, wheth-
er they are bought from a shop or downloaded from the internet are not recommendations, they are the 
law. That law ( PEGI) is in place because some games are not appropriate for our children .  The PEGI web-
site provides a wealth of information about age restrictions and can be used as a conversation tool to ex-
plain why games are not appropriate for your children to play them:       http://www.pegi.info/en/index/ 

At Swallow Dell we have created a family of e-safety animals to help children stay safe online.  Puppy Pal 
reminds children that they should only play games with their real friends; virtual 
friends who they have never met are NOT their friends. He also reminds children that 
they should guard their personal information, using an unidentifiable user name and 
never share private information about their school and where they live when gam-
ing. Puppy Pal also reminds children that they should only play  games that they are 
old enough to play. If you have any questions about gaming safety or any other as-
pects of online safety please contact your child’s class teacher or Mrs Joyce. 

KS1 Record Sheets 

Record sheets have recently been sent out in relation to all KS1 children, for amending and updating.  Could 

you please return these as soon as possible, even if there are no changes to the details. 

Thank you! 
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What we have been doing!What we have been doing!What we have been doing!   

ReceptionReceptionReception   

In Reception this half term we have been getting very excited about Christmas! We have turned our 
role play area into Santa's Grotto and have been dressing up as Santa and his wife. We have been 
writing our Christmas lists, wrapping and labelling presents for each other and then delivering them on 
Santa's sleigh. We have also been learning about the Nativity story as we have been practising for 
our  performance of 'Away in a Manger'. We have learnt the words to so many new songs! 

 

 

 

 

 

Before Christmas we were learning about people who help us and we enjoyed dressing up as firefight-
ers and police officers. 

 

Last week we enjoyed a very yum-
my Christmas dinner! 

 

 

NurseryNurseryNursery   

In nursery we have been very busy this term learning the songs for our nativity! We have also been 
making our costumes where we had to think very carefully about the features of the different animals! 

We have also been helping Santa to get ready for Christmas! We 
turned our mark making area into Santa's workshop where we 
helped him to make wrapping paper, decorations and of 
course letters to Santa! We also turned our home corner into a 
bedroom so that we could pretend it was the night before Christ-
mas! 



Dec 2016Dec 2016Dec 2016   

Year 1Year 1Year 1 

This half term, year 1 have had lots of fun practising their dances for the Christmas performance! In our RE ses-
sions we have been learning about advent and the Christmas story.  Year 1 had fun learning about and making 
christingles in a workshop  with Father Norbert.  It was great to see lots of parents there! 

 

 

 

 

 

We have enjoyed working practically using clocks to learn how to tell the time at half past and o'clock. 

Our Literacy has been very exciting as we have been authors and illustrators by creating our very own pirate 

stories! 

Year 2Year 2Year 2   

When we arrived back at school after half term, something strange had hap-
pened.  A boat had appeared on our field!  Having been out to investigate, 
we wrote some stories about the boat and how it got there and we took 
part in various boat challenges across the week.  We’re still not sure where 
it came from!  

In our Science lessons this half term, we 
have been learning about different materials and their properties.  This has 
linked nicely to our Design & Technology project of building a ‘Bug Hotel’ in 
our playground.  We thought about how to attract insects to our outside area, 
which different types of insects we would like to see outside and researched 
which materials to use to attract them.  

 

Year 2 have also been taking part in a Maths Fluency Project which has helped us with our mental calculation 
skills.  There has been a dramatic improvement in our ability to add and subtract numbers up to 100 and we 
have been using different equip-
ment to help us, including dice, 
playing cards and counters. 

Everybody has worked very hard on 
putting together the Christmas pro-
duction of Prickly Hay.  The chil-
dren’s singing, acting and dancing 
entertained audiences over 3 days 
and we couldn't be prouder of 

them all! 
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Year 3Year 3Year 3 

   

Year 4Year 4Year 4              

Year 4 had a speed stacking session with a teacher and pupils from Sir Frederic 
Osborn's. 3 children were chosen to compete against other schools at Sir Fred's 
and did really well. 

Ash class really enjoyed the themed week and wrote some great  

adventure stories. We created two pictures of lighthouse scenes, using paint and 

collage. This week we will be making model lighthouses  

using our knowledge of electrical circuits to make them light up.   

Year 3 have been learning about Italy, amazing bodies and play scripts.  

On Thursday, Year 3 had a taste of Italy. A selection of Italian food was sam-
pled and evaluated for taste, smell and texture. Mozzarella and ciabatta was 
a big hit however artichokes and sun dried tomatoes were not a favourite! 

Following this we have designed and made our own tasty pizzas thinking 
about a healthy and balanced diet. 

Congratulations to both year 3 classes for filling 
their marble jar.  

 

Both classes selected a technology afternoon consisting of playing on the 
Ipads, DSIs and Wii, fun was had by all. Some children in Silver Birch enjoyed 
searching on Google maps and finding Swallow Dell Primary and Nursery 
school. 

On Wednesday, key stage 2 enjoyed a school trip to see the pantomime Dick 
Whittington, the children were fantastic, there was lots of dancing and singing and a good festive time 
was had by all. 

Well done year 3 for an amazing first term. Have a lovely Christmas holiday, See you in January. 

 



Year 4Year 4Year 4 

With the warmer weather arriving, we were able to have a lovely walk around the School grounds, 
looking at habitats.  

We also did some sketching of all the plants and creatures we could find. 

 

 

 

 

We have also enjoyed producing some fantastic watercolours in the style of Paul Horton.  Paul 

Horton is a hugely successful name in contemporary art and is well know for the wonderful array 

of characters and street scenes which have a universal appeal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some of the Year 3 and Year 4 children have joined our new  guitar club which takes place on 

Thursday afternoons 
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Year 5Year 5Year 5   

Year 5 have had an extremely busy half term, culminating in our Christmas Mini-Enterprise. The children 

worked extremely hard on their business plans which they then presented in the scary Dragons’ Den!  

We completed production  just in time and the stalls looked fabulous . Sales and profits reached record 

levels . The atmosphere was festive and fun.  

Thank you to everyone for your support.   

 

Year 6 Year 6 Year 6    

Year 6 have (yet again) had a busy half term.  We have completed our History topic, looking at the Victori-
ans and thoroughly enjoyed seeing the models everyone had made and learning from each other about 
our chosen topics.   

We are now in the midst of a big D&T/English project where we are making graphic novels- written and 
illustrated by us- and a canvas bag to carry them in.  This will keep us busy until the end of term but hope-
fully the finished products will be something we are proud of. 

Finally, we have completed our second assessment week.  We found this a lot less stressful than the first 
and can see how it is helping us for our SATs tests which we will be taking in May. 

After all of this, we are looking forward to a relaxing Christmas break! 

   



 

Swallow Dell School Term and Holiday Dates 2016/2017 

 

 Spring Term 2017:  

 Friday 6 January — Friday 31 March 2017                        (2 pm finish) 

 Children return to school Monday 9 January 

 Inset day:    Thursday 5 January 2017 

 Occasional day: Friday 6 January 2017 

 Half term:  Monday 13-Friday 17 February 2017 

 

 

 Summer Term 2017:  

 Wednesday 19 April — Friday 21 July 2017                          (2 pm finish) 

 Inset day:    Tuesday 18 April 2017 

 May Day:  Monday 1 May 2017 

 Half term:  Monday 29 May—Friday 2 June 2017 

 Inset day:  Monday 24 July 2017 


