
 

 

 

MARCH 

 

Fri 31   End of term 2.00 pm 

 

APRIL 

 

Weds 19   School re-starts 8.50 am 

 
Thurs 20   Pamper Evening fund- 
                 raising event 

 

Weds 26   Junior Rock Challenge  
    National Finals 

MAY 

 
Mon 1   May Day Public Holiday 

   (school closed) 
 

Mon 29-   Half term break 

Fri 2 June  

 

JUNE 

 

Mon 5   School re-starts 8.50 am 
 

Mon 12   Y2 Trip to Windsor  

                 Castle 

 

Mon 12-   Year 6 Isle of Wight Trip 

Fri 16 

 

JULY 

 

Fri 21   End of term 2.00 pm 

 

SEPTEMBER 

 

Fri 1   Start of term 8.50 am 

 

D I A R Y  D AT E S  

Swallow Dell 

End of term Newsletter 
Easter 2017 

 

 

Headteacher’s Message!!  

As the term draws to a close, I would like to take the time to celebrate our won-

derful children and all their achievements! 

 

This term saw Swallow Dell win the J Rock challenge at the Stevenage Heats, 

come second in the Netball tournament, thrill parents with the Year 3 and 4 pro-

duction of ‘A Journey through Ancient History’, take part in a Lego Robotics at 

Stanborough School and perform at Campus West at the Dance Festival. All of 

this as well as the hard work that all the children put into their schooling every 

day! Thank you to all the staff who supported them. The enthusiasm of the chil-

dren knows no bounds! 

 

Last Friday we had some very funny poses around the school; children and staff 

with red noses. Remember to send your funny photos in! 

 

Next term we look forward to the J Rock finals in Portsmouth, Gymnastic com-

petitions for both KS1 and KS2 as well as many other sporting events and SATs 

for Year 2 and 6. 

 

Swallow Dell School continues to work in partnership with parents to improve the 

school attendance of our pupils.  We would like to congratulate the many parents 

and carers who make sure their children attend school regularly and on time. It 

is the parent’s legal responsibility to ensure that their child has a full education 

 

We would like to congratulate the children who were all winners of our most re-

cent attendance raffle, taking home lovely toys or books as their prizes.  Re-

member a full week at school and being in on time qualifies your child to a ticket 

in the attendance raffle and the more they have the better their opportunity of 

winning!  We are hoping to introduce a new raffle prize at the end of next term 

for those children who persistently achieve 98% and above attendance! 

I would like to thank you all for your continued support and commitment to the 

school. Have a wonderful Easter break (with some sunshine I hope) and we look 

forward to seeing the children back in school on Wednesday 19th April. Please 

look out for fund raising events for the school that are highlighted in the News-

letter. A big thank you to all of the parents involved in their organisation. 

 

With Warm wishes, 

Clare Hollingsworth 

Headteacher 

Please remember to 

bring in your Active Kids 

vouchers from Sains-

bury’s so we can use 

them to exchange for 

sports equipment for the 

school.   Many thanks! 

http://www.swallowdell.herts.sch.uk/


 

Message from Jeff Hawes, Chair of Governors … 

Parent Survey results 

  

In the last newsletter we said that the Governing Body would share the results of the Par-

ent Survey completed during the last Parent/Teacher consultations.  In the recent Governor 

Board meeting, we discussed these results and decided what next steps were required. 

  

Those surveyed represents around 16% of total families at the school. The responses are 

broadly very positive and reflect well on the values  our school community. Areas with fewer 

positive responses will be looked at in more detail by the relevant Governing Body committees. 

The responses are summarised in the chart below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In response to the survey, the Board agreed the following actions: 

  

 The Curriculum Committee, under Gideon Winward's leadership will explore further 

 

  i) how parents are informed of their children’s progress 

 ii) concerns about homework 

 iii) communications with parents about the curriculum and 

 iv) leveraging the school website as a tool for communication 

 

 Judith Slack, who is chair of the Pupil Welfare Committee will ask her committee to  

      consider further the responses about bullying and what actions, if any, need to be taken. 

 

 The Board will also undertake an annual parent survey to garner your views over variety of  

       potential topics.  

 

Thank you for your continued support and have a lovely Easter holiday. 

 



School news ……. 

Eco-Council 

Eco Council have been working hard this term on ideas to put in place as soon as the weather has cleared 

up. Our trip to Mitsubishi has inspired a lot of ideas, although we weren’t keen on the smell from the 

Wormery! Hopefully you’ll begin to see evidence of our hard-earned winnings from Mitsubishi taking 

shape around the school!  

E-Safety 

This term our e-Safety leads have been working on writing a children’s version of our school e-safety 

policy, which every child will be given a copy of early next term.   

As part of Safer Internet Day, we ran a competition to write an e-safety acrostic poem based on how we 

can change our behaviour to make the internet a safer place. We had lots of great entries from through-

out the school  and Mrs Joyce and our Computing Leads had difficulty in choosing  our winning entry. This 

will be published in our children’s e-safety policy.  

Our winner is Raegan P from Maple Class. 

C Cyber-bullying 

H Hector is a good friend 

A Adults help us 

N Never Bully 

G Good Friends 

E e-Safety  

With the school holidays fast approaching, children will have more opportunities to access the internet 

and play games online.  The internet is a fantastic and fun resource, however not all websites and games 

are appropriate for children.  At Swallow Dell, our e-safety animals remind us how to stay safe online. 

Puppy Pal reminds us that we should only play games that are safe for us to play, looking at the age re-

strictions for each game.  The PEGI rating website labels the age range that each game is suitable for, 

clearly identifying the content  for each game. http://www.pegi.info/en/index/. For more information on 

how to support your children when using the internet please look at our new e-safety area on the school 

Goodbye … 

We are sorry to say goodbye to the following members of staff who 

are leaving at the end of this term: 

Ms C Williams  -  Year 2 Teacher 

Ms K Marshall  -  Early Years Practitioner 

We would like to thank them for their services to Swallow Dell and 

wish them all the best for the future. 

http://www.pegi.info/en/index/


Fine dining at Swallow Dell 

Each half term, our dining room staff, select and invite a child to become a 'Fine Diner'.  To become a ‘fine 

diner’ children need to display perfect dining room behaviour, such as: saying ‘please’ and ‘thank you’ talking 

in a quiet voice, using their cutlery, trying new foods, tidying away their plates etc. The children sit at a 

special table and have lunch with Mrs Ginger. Photos are taken and put on display in the dining room. 

This half terms winners are: 

Infants: Kathryn, Theo, Freddie, Bronwyn, Molly and Ashley. 

Juniors: …..Lilly, Ashley, Roland, Summer, Tomas, Kia and Munashe 

Anti-Bullying Quality Mark 

The Ambassadors are working hard with the Steering Committee and are preparing more information and a 

newsletter to be added to our designated area on the school website. Please visit this. However, we need 

your help.  

We would love to have 2 parents join our committee as we feel is it vital that you have a voice and contrib-

ute to our vision and aims. If you are interested then please contact Mrs Ginger or email using the ABQM 

email address: ABQM@swallowdell.herts.sch.uk  

Anti-Bullying Promises. 

This week the children in class have been talking about what bullying is and revisiting the learning that 

took place in the autumn anti-bullying week. As a class, they will make an anti-bullying promise that they 

will all sign (including the adults!) and display in the class. The Ambassadors will then judge which is the 

best promise and this will then form the whole school display. The winning class will receive an anti-bullying 

wrist band and there may be a treat as well! 

Flat Stan First Aid Training 

Last Friday, a number of children undertook First Aid Training with Keith, a London based paramedic who 

also works for Flat Stan. The children had lots of fun as well as learnt many life saving skills. They were 

all given a sticker and a handbook explaining their learning. As this was such a successful event, we in-

tend to invite Keith back next term to work with some more children. Please visit the website as there is 

lots of useful information as well as the handbook the children were given, www.flatstan-firstaid.co.uk  

mailto:ABQM@swallowdell.herts.sch.uk
http://www.flatstan-firstaid.co.uk


Easter Assembly 

We were pleased to once again welcome Father Norbert to Swallow Dell for our Easter Assembly. 

Well done Netball Team! 

Many congratulations to the Swallow Dell Netball Team who came second in the Wel-

wyn Hatfield School Games High 5 Netball competition recently.  They played eight 

games in total, winning seven, drawing one and losing only in the final.  A particularly 

good performance considering they have only played together competitively a few 

times. 

Global Rock 

We had the most amazing success at the Global Rock Challenge last month. Swallow Dell won the Hert-

fordshire heat of the Rock Challenge after a stunning performance of dance and drama. Well done to all 

the children and adults involved in making this happen. The children and their families are busy fund rais-

ing to support the children on their way to the final in Portsmouth next month!    

 Red Nose Day Hunt at Sainsburys 

Last week, some of the School Council were lucky enough to go to Sainsburys for a Red Nose hunt. They 

all worked together to solve clues to find the hid-

den noses around the store and received other 

gifts, including an Easter egg each, for their ef-

forts.  

Many thanks to the staff at Sainsburys for making 

it a really fun experience for the children. 



SchoolComms 

Another reminder for any parents/carers who have still not signed up to SchoolComms— it would be 

appreciated if you could do so as soon as possible.  We are working towards having a cashless school 

office and this will help to streamline our processes more efficiently.   If you are unsure how to set 

up a SchoolComms account, please call into the school office , where help will be given. 

After-school Club 

Please ensure that all accounts are cleared by the end of term, ready for the new term after Easter. 

Please also note that all children will need to be picked up by 4.00 pm on Friday 31 March due to our 

early finish for the holidays. 

Dinner Money Payment Reminder 

It is essential that any dinner money debts are settled before the end of this term—after that we 

are obliged to send details of outstanding payments to County.  Thank you! 

Polite reminders ……. 

Absences from school for Medical Reasons 

Please note that we will need to see appointment letters for hospital appointments etc. where children 

need to attend during school hours.  Failure to provide evidence of the appointment will result in the 

absence being marked as unauthorised. 

Year 6 Isle of Wight trip 

Please remember that full payment for the Year 6 trip  is due by no later than Friday 26 May.  Thank 

you! 

Coffee Mornings 

It would be lovely to see some more of you at our weekly Coffee Mornings, held 

every Wednesday from 9.00-10.00 am in the Orchard Room, Lowerfield Building.  

Don’t forget the Games Library and Second Hand Uniform will also be available at 

the same time.  Look forward to seeing you there (under 5s also welcome)! 



 Chancellor’s School Musical Aptitude Tests 

We have been asked by Chancellor’s School in Brookmans Park to let parents/carers of Year 5 chil-

dren know that their Musical Aptitude Tests will take place on Tuesday 20 June (written), Tuesday 27 

June (performance) with a reserve date available on Friday 30 June (both written and performance).  

There will be a further opportunity for late applicants to sit Musical Aptitude Tests on Sat 23 Sep-

tember.    For further details, please speak to Mrs Cross in the School Office. 

Hertfordshire School Nursing Service 

The School Nursing Service is provided by Hertfordshire Community NHS Trust, for children and 

young people aged 5-19 in mainstream schools. 

The service provides confidential support and advice on a range of health and wellbeing topics, includ-

ing: 

 Emotional health 

 Lifestyle issues including weight management and healthy eating 

 Keeping safe 

 Health conditions requiring support in schools 

The service also manages a local Health for Kids website, designed to deliver topical health messages 

and advice for children, parents and carers, through interactive  tools and creative marketing materi-

als. 

Health for kids—aimed at those aged 4-11—www.healthforkids.co.uk/hertfordshire 

The website is kept updated with local information and events 

To contact a school nurse with any concerns, a referral form is available to complete online at 

www.hct.nhs.uk/forms/school-nursing-form.asp 

 

 Reminder from Hertfordshire Road Safety Partnership 

The Hertfordshire Road Safety Partnership has asked if we could highlight the recent change in the 

law regarding using mobile phones whilst driving. 

It is now illegal to use a hand-held phone or similar device while driving, or riding a motorcycle—this is 

still the case stopped at traffic lights or queuing in traffic. 

It is also illegal to use a hand-held mobile when supervising a learner driver or rider.  New penalties 

mean that motorists and motorcyclists caught using a phone while driving and riding will receive six 

penalty points on their licence and a £200 fine.  This means that new drivers, within two years of pass-

ing their test, run the risk of losing their licence for a single offence. 



Easter 2017Easter 2017Easter 2017   
News from the Classrooms!!News from the Classrooms!!News from the Classrooms!!   

ReceptionReceptionReception   

This half term in Reception, our self chosen topics have been 'Superheroes' in Pine Class and 

'Magic' in Chestnut Class. 

In Literacy we have been writing lists and labels in our Supertato Supermarket and Wizards Work-

shop. We have also become story authors and illustrators as we retold our own version of a PJ 

Masks or Winnie the Witch story. This involved not only telling the story, ensuring that it had a 

beginning, middle and end, but we had to design and describe our main characters and create a set-

ting using collage materials.  

In Maths we have continued to explore addition as we added different amounts of ingredients to 

our Magic and Superhero potions. We have also been practising writing numerals and we have con-

tinued to work on finding 'one less than' a number. 

As part of our Understanding of the World Learning, we have been exploring how substances and 

materials can change. Ask us to tell you about our sticky gloop, magic milk, fizzing paint and invisi-

ble painting experiments! 

 

NurseryNurseryNursery   

This half term we have been very busy! After half term we had a 

very special job of looking after our ducks! We enjoyed seeing them 

hatch out of their eggshells and grow! We also learnt about the sto-

ry of the ugly duckling and the life cycle of the duck! 

 

We have also been very busy learning 

about different people who help us! We turned our role play area into 

a doctors! We then had some special visitors come to see us! We had 

a fantastic time talking to the paramedics and looking at the ambu-

lance! We got to go inside the ambulance and sit in the driving seat 

and listen to the sound the ambulance made! The paramedics were 

very helpful and showed us how to put some bandages on! We are 

looking forward to having some more special visitors after the Easter holiday! 



   

   

Year 1Year 1Year 1 

This half term Year 1 have been having fun exploring Africa. We have looked at different African sto-

ries and discussed animals, clothing and weather. We have also been looking at different animals and 

their features in our Science lessons.   

Year 3Year 3Year 3   

Year 3 has had a very busy Spring term. After weeks of practice, learning lines, and singing songs, all of 

the children performed brilliantly in our play, A Journey through History. There’s a lot of talent in year 

3 and I think we may even have some future actors and actresses in our midst. 

Recently, we had an Egyptian themed day to end our unit of study on Ancient Egypt. All of our lessons 

related to Egypt and the children even tried foods that Egyptians ate, including pomegranates, dates and 

figs! The children were very brave and tried lots of new things… even when they looked strange. We 

then finished the day with mummy cupcakes. 

Apple class have worked hard to fill their marble jar this half term and have voted on an arts and crafts 

afternoon as their treat. They will be making Spring themed crafts, so look out for those in their bags. 

A big thank you to all parents and carers for their help and support.  

Year 2Year 2Year 2 

Our computing and science learning this half term has been all about 

bugs and their habitats! 

 
During our computing learning, we went on a bug hunt. We did a tally 

chart to record the bugs we found. We inserted pictures from our bug 

hunt onto a PowerPoint Presentation, after deleting pictures that we didn’t like. we used this information 

to create a tally chart and compare our data.  

In science we have been learning about habitats and about how an animal’s features are adapted to ena-

ble them to live in their habitat. We used ‘ The Gruffalo’ by Julia Donaldson to create a food chain look-

ing at what the different animals eat.  

 

In Maple Class we went Mr Men crazy! We designed, planned and wrote our own Mr Men stories, creat-

ing our own whole class back cover.  

We also had a themed maths week. We measured the fences in a Mr Men gar-

den and added them together to see how much wood they would need to buy 

to build their fences and how much this would cost.  

Oak class have continued to work hard to make the right choices and have 

filled their marble jar right up to the top! This meant that they were able to 

come up with and vote for a reward, and chose a disco afternoon. Every-

body had a great time in their party clothes, dancing to their favourite 

songs. We are now about half way up our next marble jar so can start to 

think about our next reward! 

In PE, we have been learning to street dance and the class have put together a dance. In the chorus, 

everybody dances in time together and then groups perform their individual routines in the verses. We 

are dancing to ‘Matty B – Back In Time’ (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P2zixWLN3bA). On the last 

day of term, Oak class will be performing to Maple class and will then have a chance to watch their per-

formance. 



   Year 4Year 4Year 4   

Last week we all enjoyed the Year 4 performances of  'A Journey 

Through Ancient  

History'.  The children were amazing and learnt so much while prac-

tising their lines and songs. We are very proud of them all! 

Year 5Year 5Year 5 

Year 5 have had a very busy half term with lots of extra

-curricular activities going on!   Many of the children 

took part in the Welwyn Garden City Dance Festival at 

Campus West, which was a fabulous opportunity for them 

to dance on the big stage with lights, costumes and 

props.  They worked extremely hard to master the cho-

reography and they certainly made us proud on the night!  

We’ve had children going to Lego Robotics competitions, 

taking part in J Rock and World Book Day, and still in 

that time we’ve managed to fit in all of our other activi-

ties, including exploring Myths and Legends as well as 

planning and designing a Lunar Theme Park in maths.  

We hope you have been keeping an eye on our blogs to see what we got up to in PGL!    

Year 6Year 6Year 6            

Year 6 are working really  hard to get ready for their SATs early in the new term. They are working 

hard on their final assessment week this week before practise SATs and then the real thing.  

They have enjoyed their recent topic on Anglo - Saxons and look forward to later in the Summer 

term when they will be learning more about the Vikings, as well as preparing for lots of other exciting 

events - such as IOW and their end of year performance. 



Community Noticeboard  

. 

 

 

  

 

 

Hello!  

We are BeeZee Bodies 

You may have heard of us before and if not you should have (we 

are pretty awesome)!  In a nutshell we exist to help families to 

make small changes to live healthy lives.  I will let you into a little 

secret—healthy doesn’t mean only eating celery and lettuce, 

“YAY” I hear you cry.  Believe it or not, healthy eating can include 

pizzas and cake, and you can trust us because we are the ex-

perts!  At BeeZee Bodies we believe that being healthy means you 

can get the most out of life and do the stuff you love to do—we 

like having fun so we want you to have fun too! 

We run in early evenings and best of all:  IT’S FREE!  You get dedi-

cated time with nutritionists and other fab BeeZee Bodies staff do-

ing activities, cooking, making friends and learning about small 

changes to live healthy lives … for FREE!  Your closest programme 

is Stanborough School, WGC, starting Monday 20 March 5.00-7.00 

pm.  Call now to find out more! 

Www.beezeebodies.com 

Infor@beezeebodies com 

01707 248648 

Welwyn Garden City Children’s Centre 

Easter Activity Timetable 

For full details of activities and events, please 

go to: 

http://www.wgcchildrenscentregroup.co.uk/wp-

content/uploads/2017/03/Easter-Activities-2017.pdf 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiR64CP8P3SAhUBmxQKHV0uCk8QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ludwick.herts.sch.uk%2F&psig=AFQjCNF0voEYbpS8V_NNpYw0Sv4kuYtL1g&ust=1490951182191068
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Swallow Dell School Term and Holiday Dates 2017/2018 

 

Summer Term 2017:  

Wednesday 19 April — Friday 21 July 2017                      (2 pm finish) 

Inset day:    Tuesday 18 April 2017 

May Day:  Monday 1 May 2017 

Half term:  Monday 29 May—Friday 2 June 2017 

Inset day:  Monday 24 July 2017 

 

Autumn Term 2017:  

School re-starts on Friday 1 September at 8.50 am 

 

 


