
 

 

JULY 

 

Fri 22 Toy Day—School ~ 

                finishes at 2.00 pm 

 

SEPTEMBER 

 

Mon 5 Children return to  

 school (8.50 am) 

 

OCTOBER 

 

Fri 20  Year 3 trip to Celtic 

                 Harmony 

 

24-28 Half term break  

 

Mon 31 Return to school 

 

 

DECEMBER 

 

Tues 13 KSI Pantomime  

                 (in school) 

 

Weds 14 KS2 Pantomime 

                 (Hawthorne Theatre) 
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Headteacher’s Message!!  

Dear Parents/Carers,  

As you would expect our last week of term has been very eventful, with a host of activities 

and events.  

We wish our year 6 children all the best as they move on to secondary school after the sum-

mer break.   I would like to say a big thank you to the PTA Committee, and parent volunteers 

for their continued support during the last school year.  

I would also like to say a huge thank you to all my dedicated staff and support teachers who 

have worked so hard this year and enjoyed many successes with their teaching.  We are for-

tunate to have such professional and caring people working with the children at Swallow Dell. 

I hope you all have a happy and restful holiday. May we take this opportunity to remind you 

that school starts back on Monday 5 September 2016 at 8.50 am.  

Warm wishes, 

Clare Hollingsworth 

Headteacher 

  

 

Reminder about school uniform ….. 

In preparation for return to school in September, could you please ensure your child(ren)’s uni-

form complies with the uniform policy at all times, as follows: 

 Black trousers, shorts or skirts and the school’s gold  polo-shirts and purple sweatshirts/

cardigans 

 Summer dresses in either yellow or purple 

 Girls should wear black or white tights 

 Earrings and jewellery are not permitted unless for religious reasons which must be noti-

fied in advance via a letter to the Headteacher 

 Nail polish is not permitted 

 Extreme haircuts are not permitted 

 The school PE kit consists of a white t-shirt and black shorts 

 Indoor shoes are required for all pupils—black plimsoles 

http://www.swallowdell.herts.sch.uk/


                 Staffing / Class Lists for September 2016 

Nursery : 

Miss N Harvey  Juniper      Teaching support:    Mrs K Marshall,  

                Mrs D Wright 

Reception: 

Miss D Kane  Pine  (moving from Juniper)  Teaching support:  Mrs A Wakeman,  

              Mrs K Rayner 

Miss V Haynes  Chestnut (moving from Juniper)                  Ms T Newberry-

Cooper                  Ms  D Martin 

 

Year  1: 

Miss N Aldridge/ 

Mrs. V. Arends  Beech  (moving from Chestnut)  Teaching support:  Mrs S Setters 

Miss S Wisdom  Cherry  (moving from Pine)  Teaching support:  Mrs W Somerville 

 

Year 2:  

Mrs N Adams/ 

Ms C-L Williams  Oak  (moving from Beech)  Teaching support:  Mrs D Allen 

Mrs C Joyce  Maple  (moving from Cherry)  Teaching support: Mrs J Easdale 

 

Year  3: 

Mrs A Hansen  Apple  (moving from Maple)  Teaching support:  Ms V Howard 

Miss L Moore  Silver Birch (moving from Oak)  Teaching support:  Mrs S Ward 

 

Year 4: 

Mrs N Trendall  Ash  (moving from Apple)  Teaching support:  Ms C Sawyer 

Ms S Tydeman  Willow  (moving from Silver Birch)  Teaching support:  Ms D Shala 

 

Year 5: 

Miss J James  Elm  (moving from Willow)  Teaching support:  Mrs V Harris 

Mrs R Bartholomeusz Sycamore (moving from Ash)       Mrs L Xhaferraj 

                  Mr G Collier 

Year 6: 

Ms E Rhoades/  Cedar  (moving from Elm)  Teaching support:   Dr K Aswania 

Mrs C Morgan              Mrs H Evans      

Miss F Andrews  Poplar  (moving from Sycamore)       



School update ……. 

School Health Service 

The Hertfordshire Community NHS Trust School Nursing Service aims to work with children and young people, their parents/carers 

and school staff to provide a comprehensive, efficient and accessible service. 

When your child commences school at the age of five, care is transferred from the health visiting service to the School Nursing Ser-

vice.  If parents would like to access their school health team for advice, they can contact the local team—the contact details are 

available on the following website:      www.hertschs.nhs/services/children/schoolnursing 

All Reception children will be seen for growth, vision and hearing screening.  Parents are informed of the results, with further 

growth monitoring in year 6. 

The School Health Service is also commissioned to provide the routine childhood Flu immunisation programme for years 1, 2 and 3. 

Welcome …….. 

 Mrs Amy Hansen is appointed as a full-time member of staff in KS2 

 Miss Nicola Aldridge (no relation to Mandy, who many of you will remember!) will be joining us in KS1 

Goodbye and good luck ……. 

 We wish Year 5 teacher, Miss Amber McCallum, well for the future and thank her for her service to the school 

 We are very sorry to say goodbye to Mr John Dossett, who has been a governor at the school for 16 years! We would 

like to thank him for his unstinting support and wish him a happy and restful retirement 

 Best wishes to Ms Francesca Carlino, Teaching Assistant and Midday Lunch Supervisor, who leaves us at the end of 

term 

Congratulations …….. 

Many congratulations to our Teaching Assistant, Angie Darvill, who gave birth to a gorgeous 6lb 11 oz  

bouncing baby boy called Reggie on 9 July. 

Mum and baby are doing well and Reggie has  have already been for a visit to school to meet everybody! 

School lunches   

Please note that, due to increasing costs, the price of the school lunches will increase to £2.35p per day from the start of Autumn 

term in September.  We are unable to provide lunches unless paid for in advance (£11.75 per week) 

School Gateway 

Schoolcomms  will be introduced next term, which will replace Parentmail and Wisepay.  Further details to follow shortly. 

Swallow Dell does Pretty Muddy! 

5 members of staff are taking part in the Pretty Muddy 5k run on Sun 24 July in aid of cancer research.  This charity means a lot to 

Swallow Dell as many families have been affected by cancer in some way.  What better way to put our running to the test and 

getting muddy at the same time to raise money for a great cause.  So far we’ve raised £661.  than you in advance for any more 

donations we receive.  Our justgiving page is www.justgiving.com/teams/swallow-dell-belles  
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What we have been doing!What we have been doing!What we have been doing!   

ReceptionReceptionReception   

In Reception we have been learning about different countries linked to our Olympic teams for Sports Day.In Reception we have been learning about different countries linked to our Olympic teams for Sports Day.In Reception we have been learning about different countries linked to our Olympic teams for Sports Day.   

In Pine Class we have been learning about Greece, Russia, Sweden and France.  We have been exploring art as we have made GreeIn Pine Class we have been learning about Greece, Russia, Sweden and France.  We have been exploring art as we have made GreeIn Pine Class we have been learning about Greece, Russia, Sweden and France.  We have been exploring art as we have made Greek mk mk mosaics, osaics, osaics, 

shape pictures inspired by the Russian artist Kandinsky, and have been exploring watercolour and collage as we have made our shape pictures inspired by the Russian artist Kandinsky, and have been exploring watercolour and collage as we have made our shape pictures inspired by the Russian artist Kandinsky, and have been exploring watercolour and collage as we have made our ownownown   represen-represen-represen-

tations of the French artist Monet’s famous ‘Water Lillies’ painting.  We have also made Russian Dahla horses and Swedish wovtations of the French artist Monet’s famous ‘Water Lillies’ painting.  We have also made Russian Dahla horses and Swedish wovtations of the French artist Monet’s famous ‘Water Lillies’ painting.  We have also made Russian Dahla horses and Swedish woven en en hearts to hearts to hearts to 

hand as is the custom in those countries.  We have had great fun cooking Swedish pancakes and French macaroons, tasting Greekhand as is the custom in those countries.  We have had great fun cooking Swedish pancakes and French macaroons, tasting Greekhand as is the custom in those countries.  We have had great fun cooking Swedish pancakes and French macaroons, tasting Greek   dididips and ps and ps and 

making the cranberrymaking the cranberrymaking the cranberry---themed Russian drink ‘Mors’.themed Russian drink ‘Mors’.themed Russian drink ‘Mors’.   

In Chestnut class we have been learning about Australia, Spain, Great Britain and Brazil.  We have been exploring different tIn Chestnut class we have been learning about Australia, Spain, Great Britain and Brazil.  We have been exploring different tIn Chestnut class we have been learning about Australia, Spain, Great Britain and Brazil.  We have been exploring different techechechniques in art niques in art niques in art 

and have been making aboriginal boomerangs, thinking about the different patterns.  We have and have been making aboriginal boomerangs, thinking about the different patterns.  We have and have been making aboriginal boomerangs, thinking about the different patterns.  We have 

also been making different Brazilian animals, thinking carefully about the different colours and also been making different Brazilian animals, thinking carefully about the different colours and also been making different Brazilian animals, thinking carefully about the different colours and 

textures, and have been exploring colour mixing to make Spanish dancers , and clay to make textures, and have been exploring colour mixing to make Spanish dancers , and clay to make textures, and have been exploring colour mixing to make Spanish dancers , and clay to make 

different landmarks from around Great Britain.  We have also been busy cooking Anzac biscuits different landmarks from around Great Britain.  We have also been busy cooking Anzac biscuits different landmarks from around Great Britain.  We have also been busy cooking Anzac biscuits 

and making sandwiches for our Great British tea party.  We have also enjoyed making our own and making sandwiches for our Great British tea party.  We have also enjoyed making our own and making sandwiches for our Great British tea party.  We have also enjoyed making our own 

maracas and dancing to Spanish music!maracas and dancing to Spanish music!maracas and dancing to Spanish music!   

   

NurseryNurseryNursery   

In Nursery this half term, we have been looking after live caterpillars and have been talking about the process that the cater-
pillar goes through to become butterflies. 

Here are some pictures of us holding the butterflies when it came to letting them go. 
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Year 1Year 1Year 1 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

   

Year 2Year 2Year 2   

In Oak class this term, we have been learning about our 

Royal Family as part of our history topic.  

On Friday 10th June, we celebrated the Queen’s 90th birth-

day by having a whole-school tea party. We sang Happy 

Birthday, made bunting and place mats and enjoyed the 

sandwiches we made together. 

 

At the end of June, we all enjoyed taking part in Science Week. We used our learning about materials and their properties from earlier in the year 

to create shadow puppets for a play about the theft of the crown jewels from the Tower of London. We had to think about the s tructure of our 

puppets and how we were going to make them stand upright. 

 

On the Friday of Science Week, Year 5 came down to Lowerfield Hall to teach us about light and dark. We 

used our puppets to create shadows to tell our stories and we investigated how we could change the size, 

shape and colour of shadows. Year 5 were amazing at explaining how shadows were formed and we 

learned lots of new vocabulary, e.g. opaque, translucent and transparent. We had seen these words in 

our computing lesson on Thursday when we did some research into shadows.  An excellent question that 

a member of Oak class asked was, “What are shadows made from? Are they made of shade?”  

 

In July, we visited Buckingham Palace to see where the Queen lives! We visited the Royal Mews and 

saw the horses that pulled her carriage the Queen’s 90th birthday celebrations. We saw the carriage 

itself and learned that it had electric windows and a camera in the wooden crown on the top!  

 

In Beech Class this term we have be learning about the Polar Regions.  We have looked at the animals that live in the 

polar regions and we made some fantastic Inuit Art inspired sculptures.   

We also collect milk bottles to make our own 

igloo! 
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Year 3Year 3Year 3 

   

Year 4Year 4Year 4 

Willow class have been learning about animals and their habitats, the weather 

around the world and how to write persuasive texts.  

On Friday 10th June, we celebrated the Queen’s 90th birthday by having a whole-

school picnic. We sang Happy Birthday, made bunting and place mats and we 

baked delicious Victoria sponge cakes that were enjoyed by all. 

Following this was Science week. We put our leadership skills to the 

test and joined with Beech class to conduct an experiment about the 

roots of a plant. We discovered what happened to carnation flowers 

and celery when they are placed in coloured water. We had to meas-

ure the correct water and food colouring and trim the flowers and celery to the correct size of the beaker. Our 

maths skills were certainly put to the test. 

On the Tuesday of Science Week, some of us went down to Lowerfield to teach Beech class how to conduct 

the experiment. We enjoyed being leaders and working with year 2, we were very impressed with their 

knowledge of the different parts of a flower. 

In literacy we have been learning about the rainforest. We have discovered a lot of interesting facts about the 

rainforest and endangered animals. We have looked at persuasive language through stories, songs, adverts 

and leaflets in order to create our own poster about saving the rainforest.  

At the start of the summer term we had 5 new additions to Willow class. They were teeny tiny caterpillars that 

we watched with anticipation turn into butterflies. We observed and discussed the amazing process of meta-

morphosis and discussed the food chain and lifecycle of a butterfly. It was very exciting to see the butterflies 

break out of their chrysalis and we enjoyed releasing them into the wild in the school grounds. We made sure 

we released them close to flowers so they may come and visit from time to time. 

                                                                                                                                     

Apple class have had a very busy half term! We’ve enjoyed work-

ing with Juniper during Science week, where we did a lot of work 

on floating and sinking. Our Ancient Greek day was a great success 

and we even managed to avoid the weather! We particularly en-

joyed making our smoothies and tasting different fruits, although 

we weren’t so keen on the pink grapefruit!   

 

 

 

 



Year 4Year 4Year 4 

With the warmer weather arriving, we were able to have a lovely walk around the School grounds, 
looking at habitats.  

We also did some sketching of all the plants and creatures we could find. 

 

 

 

 

We have also enjoyed producing some fantastic watercolours in the style of Paul Horton.  Paul 

Horton is a hugely successful name in contemporary art and is well know for the wonderful array 

of characters and street scenes which have a universal appeal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some of the Year 3 and Year 4 children have joined our new  guitar club which takes place on 

Thursday afternoons 
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Year 5Year 5Year 5   

 Year 5 have had a hectic final half-term. We very much enjoyed our birthday tea party for 

the Queen using plates we had decorated for the occasion. 

 
This week we had an end of term treat to see Secret Life of Pets at the cinema. We funded our trip from the proceeds of our Xmas Mini-

Enterprise.  It has been a great action-packed year! 

Year 6 Year 6 Year 6    

Everybody had a fabulous time on the visit to the Isle of  Wight.   We had a really busy programme of fun and interesting things to do, includ-

ing a trip to Carisbrooke Castle where we watched Jack the donkey turn the 400 year -old wheel used to pull water up from the 49m deep well!   

Even the cold water couldn’t put us going in the sea and we had great fun playing in the waves and on the beach!  

We had an exciting day at Robin Hill Adventure Park, with a trip to the 4D cinema where we travelled along the 

Great Wall of China!  We also really enjoyed the toboggan ride and the pirate ship—our screams could definitely 

be heard on the far side of the park!!  From there we went to Amazon World and saw many of the birds and ani-

mals commonly found in the Amazon.  Mrs Hollingsworth even got jumped on by a lemur!  

On day 3 we enjoyed looking around Osborne House and learning 

about the life of Queen Victoria.  We also visited a glass blowing  

shop and a sweet-making shop, where we tried some sarsaparilla 

                                                  flavoured sweets. 

We completed the ‘collection with a connection’ 

challenged where we had to create a design using 

natural objects we found on the beach.  After a long 

search and careful designing process we finally had 3 

winning groups:  Owen, Rio, Sarah-Jayne, Abigail, 

Brandon, Lewis and Edward—well done!         

 

On our last afternoon, we had a trip to the Isle of Wight zoo!  An 

added bonus was a visit to the poo museum, which was filled with 

fun poo-based facts!  After the zoo, we were taken fossil hunting in 

Freshwater, and found some oyster bed, fool’s gold and petrified 

wood.  We finished off with a disco in the evening, and were treated 

to a one-off performance from the ‘dab squad’!. 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                    

 

 

As well as our trip to the Isle of Wight, we have also been 

busy practising for our play and working on our drumming 

for the leavers' assembly  

We concluded our Mountains topic in 

Geography by creating paper mache 

volcanoes and then making them erupt 

using bicarbonate of soda mixed with 

vinegar!!  

We have enjoyed preparing for our exciting end of term production practising songs 

and perfecting our dances. 
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Congratulations to …… 

      

 

 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eco Council  -  Competition Winners!! 

We are delighted to announce that Swallow Dell are the Winners of the Mitsubishi   

Eco School of the Year 2016 Competition!  This is a fantastic achievement;  many  

congratulations to all those who worked so hard to help with our entry  -  we made  

a scarecrow, a solar oven, bird feeders and many of our fellow classmates created  

board games for us to submit. A big thank you to all the hard work that went into  

these games! 

The judging panel commented that “all the tasks had been taken on with a lot of  

thought and it was good to see that the Eco Committee were trying to educate the  

rest of the school”, “I particularly like their travel and biodiversity challenges.  I think  

you can tell they have put a lot of thought and effort into all the challenges, and  

most importantly thinking forward to the future to keep up the good work” 

The prize for winning was an amazing £1200 to spend on environmental resources  

so we will be spending time soon deciding on how best to spend the money!  

Many congratulations and well done to all involved!! 

Charlotte Smith from 

Silver Birch recently 

won a trophy for com-

ing 3rd in the  floor dis-

play at her gymnastics 

club, out of a class of 

more than 40 children!  

Well done Charlotte! 

Leo Young from  Maple 

only started playing for 

his club, Hatfield Youth, 

this year and has already 

been awarded Man of the 

Match (yellow & green 

medal).  Hatfield Youth 

did very well in a tourna-

ment and won the Silver 

medal.  A great start with 

your new club Leo! 

Emily Beach from Ash fol-

lowed up her National Cham-

pionship title with a 1st place 

at a tournament with her  

karate club, LUKA, in Caister, 

Norfolk recently.  That brings 

her record this year to 15 wins 

out of 16!  A fantastic achieve-

ment Emily! 

Chloe Walpole from  Ash  

came first in her gymnastics 

floor routine recently, com-

peting against  around 50 

children, many older than 

Chloe!  A great result Chloe, 

well done! 

Talia Flynn-Puleston from Silver Birch, who 

also plays football for Hatfield Youth, was 

presented with two trophies recently;  one 

was to recognise her membership of the Club 

and the other was for Sportsperson of the 

Year!  Brilliant effort Talia, keep up the good 

work! 



Community Noticeboard  

        An evening with Dean Beadle 

Dean Beadle is a successful adult with Asperger’s Syndrome. He is an experienced journalist, he tours extensively speaking 
about his experiences with Asperger’s; discussing how he developed from a child considered a "monster" to an A -Grade 

Student. Dean's story highlights a humorous and moving personal experience of life in education with Asperger’s, and proves 

just how big a difference parents and professionals can make to children on the spectrum.  

Wednesday 9th November 6.30pm-9.00pm 

Christchurch (Peartree) 

20 Tewin Road, Welwyn Garden City, 

AL7 1LG 

If you would like more information or to book a place please contact the SPACE team on: 

spaceherts@gmail.com      http://www.spaceherts.org.uk 

Supporting Parents of Children with Autism/ADHD and related conditions 

 

 

 

Hertfordshire Road Safety Partnership 

Day 

Sunday 4 September 12.30—4.00 pm 

County Hall, Hertford SG13 8DN 
Come along and enjoy the Hertfordshire Road Safety Partner-

ship Day!  The day will encompass serious issues alongside fun 

activities.  Many attractions include an interactive crash car, 

bouncy castles, opportunities to sit in fire engines/police cars, 

competitions and the landing of the Air Ambulance plus deli-

cious food stalls and much more!   

All profits raised will go to Hertfordshire Air Ambu-

lance  

DSPL5 SEND Information Village 

Date:  Friday 7 October 2016 

Time: from 9.30-2.30 pm (please feel free to just come along 

when it suits you) 

Where:  Christ Church, 20 Tewin Road, WGC, AL7 1LG 

Who should attend this free event?  All parents, carers and 

professionals 

Does your child have special educational needs or a 

disability?  Do you need support or advice?  Would 

you like to find out about service which are available 

to you?  Then please come along and meet represent-

tatives from over 30 organisations to find out about the 

support available for children and young people (0-25 years) 

with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities 

 

Sensory Friendly Film Screening  

(for families affected by Autistic Spectrum Disorders) 

The ODEON cinema, The Galleria, Hatfield 

are planning the following screenings during 

the summer holidays: 

 

The BFG  -  Tues 2 August 

Finding Dory  -  Tues 16 August 

Pete’s Dragon  -  Tues 23 August 

The lights are low, sound is turned down, 
trailers are omitted, you can bring your own 
food, make noise and move around the  

Cinema 

More information:  http://www.odeon.co.uk/cinemas/
hatfield/7/ 

 

http://www.spaceherts.org.uk
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Swallow Dell School Term and Holiday Dates 2016/2017 

  

Autumn Term 2016:  

Monday 5 September—Wednesday 21 December 2016   (2 pm finish) 

Inset days:   Thursday 1st and Friday 2nd September 2016 

Half term:  Monday 24-Friday 28 October 2016 

   

 

Spring Term 2017:  

Friday 6 January — Friday 31 March 2017                        (2 pm finish) 

Inset day:    Thursday 5 January 2017 

Half term:  Monday 13-Friday 17 February 2017 

 

 

Summer Term 2017:  

Wednesday 19 April — Friday 21 July 2017                      (2 pm finish) 

Inset day:    Tuesday 18 April 2017 

May Day:  Monday 1 May 2017 

Half term:  Monday 29 May—Friday 2 June 2017 

Inset day:  Monday 24 July 2017 


