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MAY 

 

w/c   

Mon 30 Half term 

 

JUNE 

 

Mon 6 Return to school 

  after half term 

 

Tues 7 Crucial Crew—Yr 6 

 

Fri 10 Queen’s 90th 

  Birthday Party 

 

w/c Isle of Wight 

Mon 13 residential trip—Yr 6 

   

w/c Science, Health  and  

Mon 27 Relationships week 

 

 

JULY 

 

Mon 4 Parent Workshop -  

 Struggling Readers 

 

Thurs 7 Buckingham Palace 

  Visit—Yr 2 

 

Mon 11 Parent Workshop-  

  Struggling Writers 

 

Tues 12 Sports Day 

                 KS2—am 

                 KS1—pm 

(reserve date 19 July) 

 

Weds 13 Nursery  /  Reception 

  Sports morning  

 

Weds 13 School reports  

                sent home 

 

Thurs 14 Secondary Transfer 

                Day—Yr 6 

 

Fri 15 Open afternoon 

 

Weds 20 Yr  5 / Yr 6 Afternoon 

                 Performance 

 

Thurs 21 9.30 am—Yr 6 

                 Leavers Assembly 

 

Thurs 21 Yr 5 / Yr 6 Evening 

    Performance 

 

Fri 22 End of term 2.00 pm 

 

 

Headteacher’s Hello!!    

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Once again we’ve had a busy half term, with the children working hard and enjoying 
the Summer Term activities. 

It was lovely to see so many of you enjoying the fun at the Family Fun day on 21 May and many thanks 
to all those who donated prizes and bottles for the tombola and plants for the plant stall, as well as 
cakes, second hand books, toys and games.  A big thank you to those who volunteered to help run the 
day, it was a lot of hard work and we really appreciate your efforts, which helped raise over £1250 for 
the school— well done! 

Swallow Dell School are working in partnership with parents to improve school attendance.  We would 
like to congratulate the many parents who make sure their children attend school regularly. 

As you will all be aware, we strive to encourage the children to make the most of their time at school 
and to attend school every day!  The school is working hard to meet its targets of 96% for attendance 
and we make every effort to work with the parents to achieve this as it is a parent’s legal responsibility 
to ensure that their child has a full education. 

We would like to congratulate Dominique (Pine Class), Layla (Beech Class), George (Chestnut Class), 
Elen (Apple Class), Leo (Elm Class) and Brandon (Cedar Class) who were all winners of our most recent 
attendance raffle, taking home lovely toys or books as their prizes.  Remember a full week at school 
entitles your child to a ticket in the attendance raffle and the more they have the better their oppor-
tunity of winning. 

Some children may fall short of this target for many reasons but we would ask you to keep direct con-
tact with the school should your child be absent.  Unauthorised absences could count towards a fixed 
penalty fine should the need arise, but we would hope this could be avoided.  How does your child 
compare? 

Frequent absence can add up to a considerable amount of lost learning and can seriously dis-
advantage your child in adult life. 

Again, we would like to thank those parents who make sure their child is attending school regularly 
and are therefore benefitting from their educational opportunity. 

We hope you have an enjoyable half-term break, and look forward to welcoming the children back to 
school for the second half of the Summer Term on Monday 6 June. 

Warm wishes, 

Clare Hollingsworth 

Headteacher 

Attendance during one 

school year 

equals this number of 

days absent 

which is approximately 

this many weeks absent 

which means this num-

ber of lessons missed 

90% 19 days 4 weeks 100 lessons 

80% 38 days 8 weeks 200 lessons 

70% 57 days 11.5 weeks 290 lessons 

 

http://www.swallowdell.herts.sch.uk/


It would be very much appreciated if 

you could ensure that  children using 

skateboards or scooters and bikes 

on the way to and from school be 

very careful not to cause accidents 

or injuries involving other pedestri-

ans.   

                      Thank you for your consideration 

Some polite reminders please ……. 

Now that we are starting to enjoy the warmer weather, could 

you please ensure your child/ren have a water bottle with them 

every day.  These can be refilled in school. 

Sunhats are good protection on hot sunny days and can be 

bought from the School Office for £2.50. 

Sunscreen should be applied to your child/

ren before they arrive at school in the 

morning;  teaching staff are not permitted 

to apply it during the school day 

If your child/ren needs to wear sunglasses to 

help  with symptoms of hayfever, please en-

sure they have a signed note from parents/

carer to  this effect 

 

 

 

 

 

Please be aware that the school’s policy of non-smoking on 

school premises    also applies to the  use of e-cigarettes.   

Your cooperation is much appreciated 

As you know, dogs are not allowed anywhere inside the school 

grounds.  Could we please ask that dogs are not left unattended 

outside the school at drop off  and pick-up times.  Some dogs jump 

up as people walk past and this can be frightening to some of the 

children.  If you wish to bring dogs to school, somebody must stay 

with them at all times.   

Thank you! 

Medication 

Any prescribed medications that your child may require must 

be handed into the school office and a consent form complet-

ed by a parent/carer. 

No other medications are allowed in school—we have recent-

ly been aware that some children are bringing in 

over-the-counter remedies and keeping them in 

their lockers 

 

We understand parking can be a   problem at  

 school open and finish times but can we  

 please remind  everybody: 

 

 The car park is for Swallow Dell staff only, unless you have 

prior authorisation to use it 

 Please do not stop or park across the entrance/exits into 

school at any time 

 If you do have to drive onto the school premises, please 

ensure you drive in the entrance and out of the exit, not the 

other way round please! 



School news ……. 

Sign-in/Sign-out system  

We have recently introduced a touch screen sign-in/out system 

outside the main school office in the Sweet Brian building. 

This is a visitor management system to help safeguard and pro-

tect the children and the school.   

It records all visitors to the 

school, as well as logging 

children in and out if they 

arrive or leave outside normal 

school hours. 

 

Help us to become an Eco-School!  

The Swallow Dell Eco-Council would love your help to 
continue to improve our schools environment. As a 
part of this, we are entering a competition run by 
Mitsubishi Electric to win £2000 worth of resources.  

In order to enter this competition, we have 7 challenges to undertake. 
We would like your help with Challenge 7 – Creating a board game!  

The board game needs to focus on 1 or more of the ‘Eco Topics’ listed 
below: 

Waste           Energy      Biodiversity      Water         Health         Travel 

We would love to see the exciting ideas that you could come up with 
and are looked forward to finding out who will win our prize reward! 
Please submit your entries by June 10th with your full name and class 
name clearly labelled.  

Thank you!  

Swallow Dell Eco Council. 

     Lost Property 

     3 pairs of children’s glasses have recently been  

     found and handed in.   

     If your child has lost their glasses, please ask them to come and see  

     if we have them in the school office! 

Site Manager 

Mr Nutter continues to recover from 

injuries suffered in a motorcycle accident  

a few weeks ago, and we look forward to 

seeing him back at school in the not-too-

distant future.  Thank you to everybody 

who has sent get well wishes, he really 

appreciates your kind thoughts! 

In the meantime, in his absence, many thanks for your patience 

with some of the caretaking issues around the school! 

 

A warm welcome to ……. 

 Mr Grant Collier recently joined the staff as a Teaching Assistant, working with Years 5 and 6 

 Ms Jenna Capelli who is working as a Learning Support Assistant in Key Stage 1 

 Mrs Nicole Barber, who joins us as Learning Support Assistant, providing support to children with special 

needs 

 

All the above are highly trained and well qualified and will be a great asset in providing  learning support to the children at Swallow Dell   -  we are 

delighted to have them on the team! 

 

and Good Luck …….. 

 We would like to wish Ms Angie Darvill, Teaching Assistant from the Lowerfield building, all the very best as she goes on 

Maternity Leave on 1 July!  We look forward to a visit with the new baby! 



May 2016May 2016May 2016   

What we have been doing!What we have been doing!What we have been doing!   

ReceptionReceptionReception   

In Reception we have been  continuing with our Superheroes  topic (Pine Class) and our Holidays  and Airport Topic (Chestnut In Reception we have been  continuing with our Superheroes  topic (Pine Class) and our Holidays  and Airport Topic (Chestnut In Reception we have been  continuing with our Superheroes  topic (Pine Class) and our Holidays  and Airport Topic (Chestnut claclaclass).  ss).  ss).     

In Literacy, we have been learning how to write descriptions of people and places and have been developing a simple story linIn Literacy, we have been learning how to write descriptions of people and places and have been developing a simple story linIn Literacy, we have been learning how to write descriptions of people and places and have been developing a simple story line we we with a begin-ith a begin-ith a begin-

ning, middle and end.  ning, middle and end.  ning, middle and end.     

In Mathematics, we have been learning how to share objects into equal groups and have been beginning to count in 2s, 5s and 1In Mathematics, we have been learning how to share objects into equal groups and have been beginning to count in 2s, 5s and 1In Mathematics, we have been learning how to share objects into equal groups and have been beginning to count in 2s, 5s and 10s.0s.0s.         

   

We have also been learning about money.We have also been learning about money.We have also been learning about money.   

NurseryNurseryNursery   

We have looked at mini beast and read the story of ‘The Very Hungry Caterpillar’.  We made our own fruits, butterflies and caterpillars. 

 

 

 

 

 

We also went up to the woods to look for our own mini-beasts 

 



May 2016May 2016May 2016   

Year 1Year 1Year 1 

This half term we have been studying the lives of Victorian people at home and school.   In our Victorian wash day we enjoyed using a washboard 
and a mangle to clean some clothes. It was hard work! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Literacy we have been reading 'The dragon painter' which is a traditional Chinese story. We designed and painted our own bunting and sewed it 
onto some ribbon. We loved doing this" 

Quotes: 
 
" I've enjoyed telling the time" RG 
 
" I've enjoyed science lessons testing the best paper to write a label" DM 
 
" I enjoyed acting out wolf won't bite. I liked being the wolf!" AR 
 
" I liked it when we looked at dragon stories" ES 

Year 2Year 2Year 2   

It has been an exciting start to the term in Year 2.  We have turned our classrooms and outdoor area into a 

garden centre, with various plants growing all over the place.  We have been learning about growing plants 

in Science and have been experimenting with how to care for them.  The one in the cupboard with no light 

may not last much longer and the one that had too much water didn’t grow at all.  But that’s all part of the 

learning! 

We have been learning about Chembakolli in India and tasted different foods like mangos, apricots, naan bread and avocados.  We have also been 

comparing life in England and Chembakolli and we are so jealous that in India they have elephants! 

Gardening Club have been helping us to clear the flower beds and have put up our canes for us.  Look out for the sunflowers and runner beans.  We 

have been drawing and measuring them at each stage of their growth and can’t wait until they start to flower! 

Some fantastic learning and creating has taken place at home and the children enjoyed presenting their night time projects to the class.  We all 

learned lots of new facts about some familiar and not-so-familiar creatures!   

We also had a visit from Father Norbert who came in to tell us about the daily life of a priest, and a man 

from the Blue Cross who came to tell us how to handle dogs properly to keep ourselves safe! 

We are looking forward to our trip to Buckingham Palace in July and our Queen’s Birthday Tea Party in 

June. 

 

 

 

 

 



May 2016May 2016May 2016   

   Year 3Year 3Year 3 

In Year 3, we have been really enjoying learning about our London topic. So far we have looked at 

lots of different landmarks. We then created large pieces of artwork to represent some of these 

landmarks.  

The children worked really well as teams and all earned stickers for being good collaborators.  

 

 

 

        

 

Year 3 London visit 

       On Friday 20th May, six lucky year 3’s travelled to London to  discover more about some of the famous landmarks for 

our  London topic.   We saw Buckingham Palace, Big Ben, Westminster Abbey and a few  more…including a photo 

visit  down Downing Street!!   The children had a very  exciting and  interesting  day and we look forward to  sharing 

some more  photos with you on the school blog. 

   

   

Year 4Year 4Year 4 

 

With the warmer weather arriving, we were able to have a lovely walk around the School grounds, 
looking at habitats.  

We also did some sketching of all the plants and creatures we could find. 

 

 

We have also enjoyed producing some fantastic watercolours in the style of Paul Horton.  Paul Horton is a hugely successful name in contemporary 

art and is well know for the wonderful array of characters and street scenes which have a universal appeal 

 

 

                                                                                                                                    

   



Year 4Year 4Year 4 

With the warmer weather arriving, we were able to have a lovely walk around the School grounds, 
looking at habitats.  

We also did some sketching of all the plants and creatures we could find. 

 

 

 

 

We have also enjoyed producing some fantastic watercolours in the style of Paul Horton.  Paul 

Horton is a hugely successful name in contemporary art and is well know for the wonderful array 

of characters and street scenes which have a universal appeal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some of the Year 3 and Year 4 children have joined our new  guitar club which takes place on 

Thursday afternoons 

 

   

May 2016May 2016May 2016   

Year 5Year 5Year 5   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

Year 5 had an amazing time at Caythorpe PGL earlier this spring.  The children really enjoyed all the Year 5 had an amazing time at Caythorpe PGL earlier this spring.  The children really enjoyed all the Year 5 had an amazing time at Caythorpe PGL earlier this spring.  The children really enjoyed all the 

new activities they experienced and learned some great team building skills! new activities they experienced and learned some great team building skills! new activities they experienced and learned some great team building skills!    

   

   

   

Year 6 Year 6 Year 6    

Year 6 have been working hard this half term in preparation for their SATs.  Although we have been covering other areas of thYear 6 have been working hard this half term in preparation for their SATs.  Although we have been covering other areas of thYear 6 have been working hard this half term in preparation for their SATs.  Although we have been covering other areas of the ce ce curriculum too, urriculum too, urriculum too, 

Maths and English have been our priority.  We are hoping that all our hard work paid off and helped us do our best in the tesMaths and English have been our priority.  We are hoping that all our hard work paid off and helped us do our best in the tesMaths and English have been our priority.  We are hoping that all our hard work paid off and helped us do our best in the tests.ts.ts.         

   

   

   

   

   

We are very much looking forward to next half term when we have our We are very much looking forward to next half term when we have our We are very much looking forward to next half term when we have our Play and Isle of Wight trip to look forward to, amongst other exciting Play and Isle of Wight trip to look forward to, amongst other exciting Play and Isle of Wight trip to look forward to, amongst other exciting 

thingsthingsthings   
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   School Council 
 
Following a curriculum audit of music provision within the school the School Council have a new project this term. In their meetings they have looked at 
and discussed various outdoor spaces within the school grounds that could potentially house a music garden. They talked about how the area needed 
to be spacious, not covered by trees and easily accessible for all of the children within the school. They eventually decided upon the Dell. The School 
Council then looked at various catalogues containing outdoor musical instruments. They wanted the instruments to be bright and cheerful, a mixture of 
tuned and un-tuned instruments and at heights that all children could access. A leading company was contacted and a visit arranged. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Earlier this month, some of the School Council members (Joe, Codi, Leo, Munashe and Chanel) met with Kerry Gentry, Miss Williams (Music Lead) and 
Mr. Collier (keen musician). The boys and girls showed Kerry the Dell and she said it was a good and spacious place to put the musical instruments in 
and that it was a great place to spend time especially when it is a sunny and hot day! Afterwards they looked at some photos inside the catalogue of 
the range of musical instruments. Kerry thought it was a brilliant idea to put the instruments in the Dell and has agreed that she will give us some feed-
back on the cost. We will keep you updated! 

 
 
Report written by Munashe and Chanel (Year 5) 

   

Queen’s birthday celebrations 

On Friday 10th June, we are celebrating the Queen’s 90th birthday with many royal related activities and finishing the day with a 

whole school picnic. There will be lessons linked to the Queen, as well as some cooking and creating decorations. We hope this 

will be a very memorable day for the children! Check on the school blog the following week to see how the day turned out  

Struggling Readers WorkshopStruggling Readers WorkshopStruggling Readers Workshop   

We will be running a workshop for parents/carers of children in KS2 upwards who have difficulty with their reading on Monday We will be running a workshop for parents/carers of children in KS2 upwards who have difficulty with their reading on Monday We will be running a workshop for parents/carers of children in KS2 upwards who have difficulty with their reading on Monday 4 4 4 

July at 9.10 am or 1.45 pm July at 9.10 am or 1.45 pm July at 9.10 am or 1.45 pm    

Struggling Writers WorkshopStruggling Writers WorkshopStruggling Writers Workshop   

We will also be running a workshop to look at how to support Struggling Writers (children of all ages) on Monday 11 July at 9We will also be running a workshop to look at how to support Struggling Writers (children of all ages) on Monday 11 July at 9We will also be running a workshop to look at how to support Struggling Writers (children of all ages) on Monday 11 July at 9.10.10.10   

am or 1.45 pm am or 1.45 pm am or 1.45 pm    

Further details and a booking form will be sent out via Parentmail in the near futureFurther details and a booking form will be sent out via Parentmail in the near futureFurther details and a booking form will be sent out via Parentmail in the near future   

Coming up ……. 

Pretty Muddy charity run 

A few members of staff (including 

Miss Tydeman, Miss James, Mrs 

Xhaferraj, Miss Howard) have signed 

up for the 5K Pretty Muddy chal-

lenge in July in aid of Cancer Re-

search. As many of you will be 

aware, this is a charity close to our 

hearts at Swallow Dell and we hope 

to raise as much money as possible to support the fight against 

cancer. If you would like to support our cause, please visit our 

JustGiving page: www.justgiving.com/teams/swallow-dell-belles . 

Thank you!! 

                                            
    Coffee Morning! 

 
Date: Monday 27 June 

 
Time:   9.00 – 10.00 am 

 
Place: Music Room 

 
                                  Everybody Welcome  -  under 5s too! 

 

Come and enjoy a cuppa before you get on with  

the rest of your day! 

http://www.justgiving.com/teams/swallow-dell-belles


Community Noticeboard  

  
MIDDAY LUNCH SUPERVISOR VACANCY 

 

Are you kind and caring? Enjoy playing games and talking to children? Would you like to work with children during their lunchtime play to 
ensure that the whole lunchtime experience can be enjoyed in a safe and calm environment?  

Then come and join a hardworking and friendly team of MSA’s at Swallow Dell Primary and Nursery School!  

 

We are seeking someone who: 

-will support the children ensuring that they have a happy and safe mid-day break 

-carry out duties during the children’s lunchtime break including supervising in the playground and the dining halls 

-taking care of all their needs including minor injuries, falls and their general welfare during the lunch break.  

-provide play, direction and supervision of activities.  

 

For further information, please contact the School office 

 

 

 

 

HERTS MUSIC SERVICE—STRING DAY 2016—Thursday 16 June 

Mid-Herts Centre for Music and Arts will be holding their annual String Day on Thursday 16 June.  The day is aimed at pupils who are al-

ready established players and have been learning for at least two terms (not guitars).  The aim of the String Day is to enthuse and inspire 

students in the playing of their instrument! 

The day runs from 9.00 am-3.00 pm, and ends with an informal concert at 2.15 pm when the students come together to show the progress 

and achievements they have made (parents/carers welcome to attend). 

If you wish your child to attend, you need to obtain permission from Swallow Dell as indicated on the application form (available from mid-

hertsmusicenquiries@hertfordshire.gov.uk) 

MID HERTS CENTRE FOR MUSIC AND ARTS 

Recruitment and Open Morning—Sat 2 July 9.00 am-12.30 pm 

Mid-Herts Centre for Music and Arts  will be holding their annual recruitment morning, recruiting existing String, Brass, Woodwind and 

Percussion players and singers for the Centre’s ensembles. 

Further information available from: 

Mid Herts Centre for Music and Arts, Birchwood Avenue, Hatfield AL10 0PS    Tel: 01707 270025 

Email:  www.midhertsmusicenquiries.gov.uk     Closing date for applications is Friday 10 June 2016 

Children with Additional Needs 

Free courses for parents, inclusive theatre groups for children, transforming care roadshows and much more. 

Read all about it in the new edition of HAND News, the online newsletter from Hertfordshire Additional Needs 

Database: 

www.hertsdirect.org/handnews 

 



Community Noticeboard  

Story Sacks with art, craft and games for parents/carers of children in 

Reception & Year 1 

A chance to learn together and support your child’s literacy skills 

 

Where: Swallow Dell Primary and Nursery School  

When:  Tuesday 7th June to Tuesday 5th July (course runs weekly for 5 weeks)      Time:   1.15 to 3.15 pm 

 
Have you or your child got any additional needs?    Please let us know so we can help you get the best from the course. 

 
Develop confidence in helping your child develop a positive attitude to books and reading.  
 
The course may include:   
Techniques to help your child with reading Understanding phonics        The importance of speaking and listening 
Ideas for developing writing skills and imagination         How to mix arts, crafts and games with reading 
 

The first hour of each session is adults only then the children join for the second hour, so you can learn together. Arts, crafts and 
games will be linked to a well-known picture book and further ideas for learning at home will be discussed. 

This course will be linked to your school’s current focus. 

For further information or to enrol on this course or any other HAFLS course please contact: Darryl Watson on 01992 555877. 

 

 

 

                                                                                            

**Forthcoming dates for your diary - for The 

Welwyn Group** 

At Waterside Children’s Centre, Rowans, Wel-

wyn Garden City AL7 1NZ 

We meet on the First Thursday of the month (term time only) in the 

morning between 9.30-11.30am 

 June 9th 2016 – Cailtlin from PALMS (Positive Behaviour, Autism, 

Learning  

           Disability and Mental health Service) 

 July 7th 2016 – Andrea Leigh & Tracey Paine from the Communi-

cation and Autism Team (CATS) 

 August— no meeting due to summer holidays 

 September 8th 2016 - (Please note a week later than usual) Nicola 

Fisher - Lead School Family Worker WGC 

Rare Productions are 

holding open auditions for 

Les Miserables on: 

Weds 8 June at St Philip 

Howard School, Hatfield# 

And  

Sun 12 June at Hawthorne 

Theatre, The Campus WGC 

Tel: 01767 681049 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.thelights.org.uk%2Fassets%2Fimages%2Finbody-standard%2F3682%2FFull-Logo-Les-Mis.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.thelights.org.uk%2FWhatsOn%2Fdetails%2F1212&docid=ABbntxoexRM5rM&tbnid=z1YEUZ3X4--0PM%3

