
 

OCTOBER 

 

Fri 21 Year 3 trip to Celtic 
               Harmony 

 

24-28 Half term break  

 

Mon 31 Return to school 

 

 

NOVEMBER 

 
Fri 4  School photos  

              (individual children)  

Fri 18 Pyjama Day (Children 

                                 In Need) 

 

DECEMBER 

 

Tues 13 9.30 am—Y1/Y2  
                Production  

 
Tues 13 KSI Pantomime  

               (in school) 
 

Wed 14 Nursery Christmas Party 
                 

 
Wed 14 1.30 pm—Y1/Y2  
                 Production 

 

Weds 14 pm—KS2 Pantomime 
                         (Hawthorne Theatre) 

 
Thurs 15 Y6 Christmas Party 

 
Fri 16 Christmas Lunch 

 
Fri 16 Y3/Y4 Christmas Party 

                 
Mon 19 9.30 am—Foundation 

               Production 
 

Tues 20 Y5 Christmas Party 
 

Tues 20 Reception, Y1 & Y2 
               Christmas Party 

 

Weds 21 End of term 2.00 pm 
 

 

JANUARY 

 

Fri 6 Return to school 

 

D I A R Y  D AT E S  
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Half term Newsletter 
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Headteacher’s Message!!  

Dear Parents/Carers,  

It’s been an excellent start to the new academic year and the children returned to school  

in September full of enthusiasm for the year ahead. They have looked extremely smart 

around the school this half term and I would like to thank parents for their cooperation in 

adhering to our school uniform expectations.  

Please could I politely remind you that nail polish is not suitable for school and half term 

is a good opportunity to check if your child’s indoor shoes still fit. 

We would like to thank parents for their attendance at the Parent/Teacher meetings.  

This is always a good opportunity for staff to meet parents and for you to be able to ask 

questions at the start of the school year.  If any of you have missed this opportunity, 

please could I urge you to make contact with your child’s class teacher to arrange a 

convenient time. 

During the school year there are many opportunities for you to come visit and celebrate 

the childrens’ work with us.  We fully appreciate that many of you have extended fami-

lies that you bring with you and continue to ask for your cooperation in managing the 

children in your care during Parent/Teacher consultations. 

Looking forward to the next half term, we have lots of exciting events coming up in the 

preparation for Christmas, including the school productions and Pantomime  visits.   

We look forward to seeing the children back in school on Monday morning, 31 October. 

With Warm wishes, 

Clare Hollingsworth 

Headteacher 

 

Message from Jeff Hawes, Chair of Governors ... 

It is wonderful to see everyone back-in-school after the Summer Holidays and I extend 

a warm welcome to all the new children and parents who have started at Swallow Dell 

this term.  Also a big-thank you to parents and care-givers for your continuing support of 

your child's learning and financial contributions towards school activities.  I know how 

tough it is to find money for school activities and I do share your pain. However, this 

directly enriches your child's educational experience which would otherwise not be pos-

sible to provide.  I trust everyone has settled into the rhythm of school-life and hope you 

will have a lovely half-term break, before we start the run-up to Christmas.   

http://www.swallowdell.herts.sch.uk/


School update ……. 

Games Library 

 

Goodbye and good luck ……. 

We are sorry to say goodbye to Mary Clarke, Midday Supervisory Assistant, and wish her well for the future. 

Vacancies 

We currently have two vacancies for Midday Supervisory Assistants, working 6¼ hours/week.   

Application forms are available from the school office. 

Don’t forget — Secondary School Transfer application deadline 

IMPORTANT—Closing date for Secondary School is Monday 31st October 2016. It is vital that you 

complete your application on time as late entries mean you may not get your choice of school.  

Please contact the Central Admissions Team on 0300 1234 4043 or at www.hertsdirect.org/

admissions if you have any queries 

School Gateway 

The new School Gateway for payment of school meals, milk, trips etc has now been up and running since the beginning of term, so 

thank you to all those who have signed up and started using it.  We have experienced a few teething troubles but these now seem 

to have been ironed out, so thank you for your patience in the transition from our previous system. 

Please note that the Parent Mail  system has now been cancelled and we no longer have any access, so please make sure you sign 

up to the Gateway if you wish to send or receive messages to the school. 

Children in Need 

School council feel strongly about supporting Children in Need this year by having a pyjama day on Friday 18th November. They are 
asking for a 50p or more donation to raise money for such an important cause.   

We are looking forward to the re-launch of the Games Library in the near future (date to be 

advised in due course).  The games will be available to borrow  for a week at a time from 

the Infant Library on Monday mornings between 8.30 am-9.15 am during term time, for a 

refundable deposit of £1.   

Congratulations! 

Well done to Geo Johnson from Year 5 who has been accepted into the West Ham development squad for under 10s.   



Oct 2016Oct 2016Oct 2016   

What we have been doing!What we have been doing!What we have been doing!   

ReceptionReceptionReception   

In Reception we have been showing an interest in Space and Aliens so have made this our new topic. We have 
enjoyed turning the classroom and outside role play areas into a space rocket, an alien café, an alien space ship 
and the moon! 

In Literacy we have been focusing on descriptive vocabulary and rhyme as we have listened to stories such as 
'Aliens Love Underpants'. 'Alien Tea at Planet ZumZee', 'Alien School' and 'Whatever Next'. We have designed and 
designed our own aliens and have also helped the alien to pack his lunch box, practising our phonics sound talk.   

In Maths we have been focusing on size and pattern. We have designed pants for those pesky aliens, built 
patterned duplo rockets, measured our craft rockets and have been naming and describing 2D shapes. 

We have also enjoyed learning about light, dark and shadows as we have investigated the dark den in each class-
room! 

We can't wait to continue our space learning after half term.   

NurseryNurseryNursery   

What a fantastic start we have had to our first half term in nursery! All the children have settled really well and 
are becoming familiar with our different routines. 

We have really enjoyed exploring rolling in many different ways! In our garden we have been rolling different 
objects down our hill to see what would happen, we have been rolling conkers and marbles in paint to help cre-
ate a picture and have even been into the hall to practice different rolls such as the pencil and teddy bear roll! 

We have also been experimenting with different ways of making marks! We have used 
pens and pencils and have also loved getting messy and using our fingers in paint, salt, 
sand, and talcum powder! We have even done some giant mark making with the bikes 
and cars in talcum powder! 

   We have also been on our first welly walk where we found lots  
   of different autumn things such as leaves, conkers and pine cones! 



Oct 2016Oct 2016Oct 2016   

Year 1Year 1Year 1 

This half term we have had an exciting time learning 
about dinosaurs, we even had a giant dinosaur foot-
print appear in our outside area. The children have 
had the opportunity to look at a range of both fic-
tion and non-fiction books about dinosaurs and have 
been read a range of dinosaur stories. They have 
then used this to help plan and write their own di-
nosaur story.  

During their topic lessons they have created a mov-

ing dinosaur picture by first designing and then mak-

ing a dinosaur which moves using levers. 

Year 2Year 2Year 2   

.This half term Maple Class have enjoyed learning 

about the Great Fire of London. We enjoyed re-

seaching online ( using our e-safety animals to keep 

safe) and using non-fiction books to explore how 

the fire started, why it spread and what happened 

to London. We then used these facts to write our 

own reports. In Art, we explored the different effects that we can make with chalk 

and created our own London silhouete pictures against a firery background. 

 It has been an exciting start to the term in Oak Class. We have been learning all about the Great Fire of London. We 

have been singing, creating chalk pictures and writing information texts and diaries. Some children have even been 

learning more about it at home by creating artwork, researching facts and by going to visit some of the places in Lon-

don that we have learned about. 

In PE, we have been developing our balance, speed and agility. We have been enjoying thinking about how to chal-
lenge ourselves more and learning about why exercise is good for our bodies. This links nicely to our science learning 
about taking care of ourselves. We have been designing healthy lunch boxes, thinking about how to keep ourselves 
clean and learning about the important jobs of our hearts and lungs. 

Our latest writing project has been based around the Mr Men characters and the 
adventures that they go on. This week, we will be designing our own characters 
and creating stories about them on the iPads. 

In maths, we have been experimenting with fractions and using our skills with mul-
tiplying and dividing to help us. We have been learning that lots of things are 
linked together in maths. 

In computing this term, we have been developing our programming skills in 
Scratch. We have designed backgrounds, created sprites and then written al-
gorithms to move them around. You can access Scratch at home by going to 
http://scratch.mit.edu. Don’t forget our e-Safety animals if you go online! 

We are looking forward to starting our rehearsals for our Christmas produc-
tion of ‘Prickly Hay’ soon after half term!   
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Year 3Year 3Year 3 

   

Year 4Year 4Year 4              

Year 4 have been learning about the Stone Age and are looking forward to 
their trip to Celtic Harmony Camp on Friday to learn more about how people 
lived in the period leading up to the Iron Age. They will be hunting wild boar, 
trading, making fire and learning how to make tools and weapons using the 
Stone Age technique of flint knapping.  We have also been making Stone Age 
Oatcakes this week to experience some of the food they could have eaten 
then. 

  

 

 

We really enjoyed celebrating Roald Dahl's birthday and did lots of fun 

activities inspired by his book "The BFG".  We also had great fun dressing 

up!          

                                                                                      

On Wednesday 5th of October, Year 3 spent a day in the woods. We rotated 
through various activities that included building shelters, making hats, whittling 
sticks, building mud sculptures and designing pictures with natural materials. We 
also had a campfire, sang songs, and roasted marshmallows! It was a fantastic 
day for everyone! 

On Wednesday 5th of October, Year 3 spent a 
day in the woods. We rotated through various 
activities that included building shelters, mak-
ing hats, whittling sticks, building mud sculp-
tures and designing pictures with natural mate-
rials. We also had a campfire, sang songs, and 
roasted marshmallows! It was a fantastic day 
for everyone! 

 

Year 3's Assembly on Dia de los Muertos was a success. We learned all about the celebrations that many peo-
ple in South America have for this special day. We decorated calaveras (skull masks) and proudly showed them 
during the KS2 assembly. 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 4Year 4Year 4 

With the warmer weather arriving, we were able to have a lovely walk around the School grounds, 
looking at habitats.  

We also did some sketching of all the plants and creatures we could find. 

 

 

 

 

We have also enjoyed producing some fantastic watercolours in the style of Paul Horton.  Paul 

Horton is a hugely successful name in contemporary art and is well know for the wonderful array 

of characters and street scenes which have a universal appeal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some of the Year 3 and Year 4 children have joined our new  guitar club which takes place on 

Thursday afternoons 

 

   

Oct 2016Oct 2016Oct 2016   

Year 5Year 5Year 5   

On Tuesday 11th October, year 5 went to the Royal Gunpowder Mills for a WWII experience day. The children en-

tered into the spirit of the day with fantastic costumes and thoughtful contributions. They are becoming experts on 

life in WWII – thank you for your continued support from home.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Keep an eye out for information about out Christmas Enterprise Project which is coming up soon! 

Year 6 Year 6 Year 6    

This half term Year 6 have been working hard across all curriculum areas.  We 

have been learning about the Victorians and had a trip to the British Schools 

Museum where we got to be Victorians for the day.  This greatly helped with 

our understanding of what life was like back in Victorian times.  In Science we 

have been thinking about the categories scientists use to classify animals and 

have even had a go at coming up with our own classification systems.  Finally, 

last week we had our first assessment week which has shown us that the SATs 

are not really that scary!   
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School Games Mark Award 

The School Games Mark was launched in June 2012 to reward schools registered for the 

School Games for their commitment to the development of competition across their school 

and into the community. It is a unique opportunity to motivate and inspire millions of young 

people across the country to take part in more competitive school sport.  

Swallow Dell recently achieved the Bronze Award as the school entered 3 competitions and 

got lots of children involved in leadership within school, such as the Year sixes helping with the 

FS sports day 

Well done to all who were involved 

 

Primary Science Quality Mark Award 

Congratulations to everybody in school who has worked so hard on their learning in science 

this year. We have been awarded the Primary Science Quality Mark (Silver Award) and we are 

now able to use the PSQM logo on all of our letters. We were particularly impressed with the 

grown-up way that the children took part in Science week, where our older children led a 

range of exciting investigations for our younger children. Here's to more fun in science this 

year!         

 

Harvest 

Thank you to everybody for the  extremely generous donations of 

food.  We created an amazing display for our harvest assembly. 

We were delighted that this year's harvest celebration was so well 

supported. 

 

 

 

The donations will be made this year to The Green 

and to the local foodbank, who are very grateful . 



Community Noticeboard  

. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

                                                                                           

                                                                                          
Supporting Parents of Children with Autism/ADHD and related conditions           

https://www.facebook.com/groups/523248431177965/ 

Venue: De Havilland Children's Centre, Travellers Lane, Hatfield, Hertfordshire, AL10 8TQ 

We meet on the third Friday of the month (term time only)  
in the morning between 10.00am-12.00pm 

 

NEW support group in Hatfield for parents of children with Autism/ADHD and re-
lated conditions. Supported by DSPL AREA 5 

Our first meeting will be held on Friday 21st October 2016  
CONFIRMED SPEAKER! Rachael Brett from Kids Hub 

Please come along to meet other parents/carers and have a coffee, cake and chat! 

If you would like more information on the Hatfield group please contact: 

spaceherts@gmail.com or Karen on 07989 472865                                             

                                                                                                     

WELWYN/HA TFIELD DSPL AREA 5  

Special Educational Needs & Disabilities   

Information Village for all Parents & Carers  

Does your child have Special Educational Needs or 
Disability (0-25) Years?  Do you need support or 

advice?  Would you like to find out about services, 
support groups and leisure activities which are 

available to you and your child? 

Date: Friday 2nd December 2016  

Time: From 9.30am – 2.30pm  

   (Please come along at any time during the day)  

Venue: Christ Church, 20 Tewin Road, Welwyn  

Garden City, Herts AL7 1LG                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Admission is FREE and Refreshments will be available.  

There will also be a FREE Mini Bus Shuttle Service from  

Hatfield. Please email manager@dsplarea5.onmicrosoft.com  

to book your place.  

Meet and have a chat with representatives from a  

range of organizations including:  

  
Kids Hub; Children’s Centre’s; SPACE; HAND; Families in 
Focus; Money Advice Unit; ADD-Vance, HPCI, NHS-Speech 
& Language, Occupational Therapy, Physical & Sensory 

mailto:spaceherts@gmail.com
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picture or graphic. 

 

 



 

Swallow Dell School Term and Holiday Dates 2016/2017 

  

Autumn Term 2016:  

Monday 5 September—Wednesday 21 December 2016   (2 pm finish) 

Inset days:   Thursday 1st and Friday 2nd September 2016 

Half term:  Monday 24-Friday 28 October 2016 

   

 

Spring Term 2017:  

Friday 6 January — Friday 31 March 2017                        (2 pm finish) 

Inset day:    Thursday 5 January 2017 

Half term:  Monday 13-Friday 17 February 2017 

 

 

Summer Term 2017:  

Wednesday 19 April — Friday 21 July 2017                      (2 pm finish) 

Inset day:    Tuesday 18 April 2017 

May Day:  Monday 1 May 2017 

Half term:  Monday 29 May—Friday 2 June 2017 

Inset day:  Monday 24 July 2017 


