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 From September 2014 the way that we deliver 
services for children and young people with 
SEND in Hertfordshire is changing. 
Hertfordshire have been one of several 
authorities in the county to work on these 
reforms.  

 

 



 The new Code of Practice became 
statutory from September 2014. 

 

 The document is 264 pages long! 



 

Vision 
  

Every child should be given the best chance  to 
succeed in life 

 
Indicative Draft: SEN Code of Practice 

 



 

 A child or a young person has a learning 
difficulty or disability if he or she:  

 has a significantly greater difficulty in  
 learning than the majority of others of the 
 same age,  

 

 

Code of Practice (June 2014)  



 Special educational needs sits in the heart 
of all schools and should be integrated into 
all our planning and practices. 

 The new code states that our responsibility 
is to ensure that all pupils receive quality 
teaching. 

 Differentiation is the first route.  



 New ways of working with a greater emphasis on 
person centred planning. 

 A Local Offer website to improve transparency 
and aid in commissioning. 

 An increased emphasis on preparing for 
adulthood. 

 Increased engagement with parent carers as 
strategic partners 

 A new Education, Health and Care plan to replace 
the statutory statement. 

 The option of a personal budget 

 

http://www.hertsdirect.org/services/healthsoc/childfam/specialneeds/hertslocaloffer/sendpathfinder/infoforyoung/local/
http://www.hertsdirect.org/services/healthsoc/childfam/specialneeds/hertslocaloffer/sendpathfinder/infoforyoung/Pfa13/
http://www.hertsdirect.org/services/healthsoc/childfam/specialneeds/hertslocaloffer/sendpathfinder/infoforyoung/Pfa13/
http://www.hertsdirect.org/services/healthsoc/childfam/specialneeds/ehcplan/
http://www.hertsdirect.org/services/healthsoc/childfam/specialneeds/hertslocaloffer/sendpathfinder/infoforyoung/pbudget/


 The 
Hertfordshire 
Local Offer will 
help parents 
and young 
people to see 
what support 
and help is 
available and 
how to access 
it. 

 

 

• Developed with parents, 
carers and young people 

• Clear, accurate and easily 
understood information 
about the range of services 
available 

• Includes: health, education, 
social care and voluntary 
organisations 

• www.hertsdirect.org/localof
fer  

 

http://www.hertsdirect.org/localoffer
http://www.hertsdirect.org/localoffer
http://www.hertsdirect.org/services/healthsoc/childfam/specialneeds/hertslocaloffer/sendpathfinder/infoforyoung/local/
http://www.hertsdirect.org/services/healthsoc/childfam/specialneeds/hertslocaloffer/sendpathfinder/infoforyoung/local/


 All schools must publish an SEN Information 
Report on their websites 

 Parents and carers, through the Hertfordshire 
Parent Carer Involvement (HPCI) group have 
contributed a suggested format which is a 
range of 16 questions for schools to use 

 Each school in Hertfordshire has been asked 
to produce the answers in the format given 

 All parents may compare like for like from 
websites 



 1. How does the school know if 
children/young people need extra help and 
what should I do if I think my child may have 
special educational needs? 

 4. How will the learning and development 
provision be matched to my child’s needs?  

 13. How will the school prepare and support 
my child to join the school, transfer to a new 
school or the next stage of education and 
life? 



 Graduated response – cycle of assess, plan, do 
review. 

 Parents/ carers informed of a Special Educational 
Need 

 School should talk to parents at least three times 
a year to set clear outcomes, review their 
progress, discuss the provision and identify the 
responsibilities of the parent, pupil and school. 

 Dispute resolution and mediation service – 
independent from Hertfordshire County Council 

http://www.hertsdirect.org/services/healthsoc/childfam/specialneeds/hertslocaloffer/sendpathfinder/infoforyoung/Pfa13/
http://www.hertsdirect.org/services/healthsoc/childfam/specialneeds/hertslocaloffer/sendpathfinder/infoforyoung/Pfa13/


SEN support replaces the School Action and School 
Action +. 
 

Before identifying a child as needing SEN Support, 
the class teacher, working with the Inclusion 
Manager or SENCo, should establish a clear analysis 
of the pupil’s needs. This should draw on:  
 
 The teacher’s assessment and experience of the 

pupil, 
 Pupil progress, attainment, and behaviour, 
 The views and experience of parents,  
 Child’s development in comparison to their 

peers,  
 The child’s own views.  
 If relevant, advice from external support services.  
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 6.21 Persistent disruptive or withdrawn 
behaviours do not necessarily mean that a child 
or young person has SEN. Where there are 
concerns, there should be an assessment to 
determine whether there are any causal factors 
such as undiagnosed learning difficulties, 
difficulties with communication or mental health 
issues.  

New Guidance:  

 Mental Health and Behaviour in schools (2014)  

 



 In our area of Hertfordshire EHC plans 
replaced Statements from March. 

 Became statutory from Sept ’14 
 Focus on outcomes and aspirations of the 

child and family up to the age of 25 
 Beyond formal education the EHC plans may 

support young people in further learning, 
training, work experience, employment and 
independent living 

 Phased approach to conversions from 
statements to EHC plans 
 
 
 

http://www.hertsdirect.org/services/healthsoc/childfam/specialneeds/ehcplan/
http://www.hertsdirect.org/services/healthsoc/childfam/specialneeds/ehcplan/


 Anyone with an EHC plan who is eligable, will 
have the choice to request a personal budget. 

 Encouraging flexibility 

 Initially available to children and young 
people who have specialist social care needs 

 Ability for parents carers to control some 
aspects of care services and support 

 Guidance will be given on how they work and 
what they can be used for.  

 

http://www.hertsdirect.org/services/healthsoc/childfam/specialneeds/hertslocaloffer/sendpathfinder/infoforyoung/pbudget/
http://www.hertsdirect.org/services/healthsoc/childfam/specialneeds/hertslocaloffer/sendpathfinder/infoforyoung/pbudget/


 The draft Schools Offer SEN Information 
Report is nearly ready and will be going up on 
the website this month.  

 A draft SEND policy is being written to 
conform with the new code of practice. 

 We are now going through a phase of 
consultation with stakeholders and require all 
parents, carers, teachers and governors to 
read and comment on the report and policy.   

 We need your views. 

 


