
 

 

 

 

 

 

FEBRUARY 
   

Mon 12-   Half Term break 

Fri 16 

 

Mon 19   Return to school 8.50 am 

 

Wed 21    Year 5 trip to Cuffley Camp  

 

Tue 27   Egypt Workshop  -  Year 3 

 

 

MARCH 

 
Thur 1   World Book Day 

 

Weds 7   Year 3 Assembly 

 

   Parents Meeting Year 5 PGL  

 

Weds 21   Year 5 Dance Festival,  

                 Hawthorne Theatre 

 

Thur 22 &  Year 3/Year 4 Production 

Fri 23 

 

Mon 26-    Year 5 PGL residential trip 

Thur 29  

  

Thur 29  End of Term 

               (school finishes at 2.00 pm) 

 

 

APRIL 
 

Mon 16  School re-opens 8.50 am 

 

Fri 27  Class Photos 

 

D I A R Y  D A T E S  

  Swallow Dell 

  Half-term Newsletter 
   February 2018   

                                                                     “Together we Inspire, Value and Achieve” 

 

 

Headteacher’s Message!!  

As we head toward the half term break, I would like to celebrate the many 

successes of the children and the school so far in 2018! 

This half term has seen our choir join other primary school choirs to per-

form at the O2 to huge crowds of families and friends, our J Rock squad 

2018 won the Stevenage Heats for a second Year running, Juniper Nursery 

open it’s doors to children accessing 30 hour Nursery provision, a new ex-

tension to the Sweet Briar Building providing much welcomed meeting space 

for professionals and parents and much, much more as you will see from the 

classroom news! 

Working in partnership with parents is important to us. Very many parents 

have attended the recent parent teacher meetings and others are sched-

uled, however, if you have not made an appointment then the school will be 

contacting you after the half term break to offer you that opportunity to 

discuss your child’s progress and the ways in which you can support them. 

As well as focusing on the education of our children, their welfare features 

heavily in our job roles. Some of you will have noticed that we are paying 

particular attention to attendance and lateness this academic year. It is 

vitally important that all children have access to learning, and non-

attendance and lateness, have a detrimental effect on this. For this reason, 

please do not be offended by staff requesting reasons for absence or late-

ness — this is an essential requirement of their job role.  

I would like to thank you all for your continued support of the school and 

wish you all a happy half term break. Next half term will be another fun 

filled, hardworking busy term! 

With warm wishes, 

Clare Hollingsworth    

Message from Jeff Hawes, Chair of Governors ... 

It is half-term already!  You should all have seen the announcement of the new school Vision & Values and can recog-

nise your input into them. The website should be updated this week; we just want to make it look "pretty" by doing it 

right first time! 

  

After the break look out for this year's Parent E-Survey, the Board want to stay abreast of parental views 

and opinions.  Our Curriculum Committee, led by Gideon Winward, will be looking for any significant change in 

trend since last year for us to address.  As always, results will be fed-back to you. 

Of course the Board want to pass on a "huge congratulations" to all those that were involved in J Rock; you are doing 

the school proud and together we are achieving.  I note that whilst on your break, a few festivities fall includ-

ing Shrove Tuesday, St Valentines Day and Chinese New Year (guess which animal this year - woof! woof!), so wheth-

er you are eating pancakes, sending love-letters, watching dancing dragons or doing something completely different, 

have an enjoyable week off. 

http://www.swallowdell.herts.sch.uk/


 

 

School noticeboard ……. 

A very warm welcome to the following new members of our school staff team: 

Mrs L Deards, Learning Support Assistant       

Miss L Gorbitz, Midday Supervisory Assistant 

Mrs M Ramos, Learning Support Assistant 

Ms S Laci, Nursery Practitioner 

Ms R Lowes, Nursery Practitioner 

Miss L Norman, Teaching Assistant in Reception 

Miss L Peacock, Midday Supervisory Assistant 

We are also delighted to welcome back Mrs C Morgan, one of our Year 6 teachers, who returns after a 

period of maternity leave 

E-Safety 

As part of Safer Internet Day we focused on how to use technology safely and respectfully linking this 

to our e-safety animals.  Emmie Eagle reminds us: 

  To be a kind friend online.  

 Anything that you say or post online can be saved and looked at later 

 Tell an adult if someone is bullying you or if you are worried about what someone has posted 

 

As part of Safer Internet Day we also spoke about the age restrictions for social media. Social media 

sites such as Twitter, Facebook, Snapchat and Instagram have an age restriction of 13.  Please be aware 

due to the content, wider audience safety issues of who and what they talking about, these age re-

strictions are in place to protect children.  Please see our website for information on age restrictions.   

Please check websites for more information about how to continue this discussion at home: 

 

www.thinkuknow.co.uk       

http://www.kidsmart.org.uk 

 

Our Computing Leads sent out an email to find out what e-safety concerns children have at school. They 

will use this to further support children with their e-safety later this term 

Young Voices Choir 

   On Monday 29th January, the Young Voices Choir took part  

   in a performance at the O2 Arena with 7500 other children  

   from schools all around the country. They sang songs from  

   famous cartoons, composers and current chart hits. The  

   children had a fantastic time and they did a brilliant job  

   representing Swallow Dell.  

Parking in Staff Car Park 

If you need to park in the staff car park, please ensure your Disabled Badge is clearly displayed.  Thank 

you. 

http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk
http://www.kidsmart.org.uk


 

 

Free early years education 

You can apply now for a free early education place for your child. 

All children from the term after they reach 3 years old are entitled to 570 hours  

of free early education per year until they start at school full-time.  Working 

families who meet a national criteria may be eligible for 30 hours’ free child-

care (a total of 1140 hours per year). 

You can find providers offering free early education places and 30 hours free 

childcare by visiting: 

https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/schools-and-education/childcare-

and-advice-for-parents/childcare-and-advice-for-parents.aspx 

J Rock 

On Tuesday 6th February, Swallow Dell took part in the J Rock challenge in Stevenage.  

We are delighted to say that Swallow Dell were the winners of this heat, and we are off 

to Portsmouth once again to compete in the Rock Challenge Southern Finals!  

The children were fantastic representatives for the schools, being award eleven additional awards! We 

are particularly proud of them winning the schools choice award, having been nominated by the other 

schools for both our routine but also our support of other schools. Portsmouth here we come! 

 

 

Childcare Sufficiency Survey 

Hertfordshire County Council would like parents’ views on the childcare options available to their family 

for their annual childcare sufficiency report, which will help with establishing the sufficiency of places 

across Hertfordshire, supporting the sustainability of places and supporting the development of places 

where needed. 

They would be grateful if you could complete their on-line survey: 

 

https://surveys.hertfordshire.gov.uk/s/6Z24L/ 

Closing date:  Friday 23 February 2018 

Many thanks! school places.  



 

 

   

NurseryNurseryNursery   

 There has been lots of changes in nursery this half term! Some of the children now stay  

  and have lunch together and then spend the afternoon in nursery working with their  

  friends!  

    

 Some of the things the children in the afternoon have enjoyed are exploring our mud kitchen and digging   

 area, going on a bear hunt and learning about different animals and fruits after reading 'Handa's Surprise'. 

 

In nursery we have also had lots of fun changing our role play into a hospital. We have been 

learning about how doctors and nurses help us. We have been putting bandages on our 

friends and checking their heart beat using a stethoscope to help make them feel better.   

Year 1Year 1Year 1 

Year 1 have had lots of fun listening to Julia Donaldson stories—Superworm and Room on a 

Broom.  We have been really imaginative in creating our own stories! 

We have worked practically in Maths to weigh different shopping items to describe and 

compare.  We have used a range of concrete objects to support us with addition.  It has been 

fun singing songs to help us remember the days of the week and months on the year in order. 

   In our topic work we have enjoyed looking at the people in our families and creating a  

   family tree. 

We have explored our senses in Science and investigated sounds around the school, as well as smelling and 

tasting different items. 

Year 2Year 2Year 2 

    Year 2 have had a fantastic start to the New Year! We have learnt all   

    about Florence Nightingale and Mary Seacole, and their role in the  

    Crimean war. In our science learning, we have taken on the role of  

    scientists and conducted our own experiments, exploring the properties 

    of materials.  

    A particular highlight was our trip to the church as part of our RE  

    learning. We spent the morning with Father Norbert, looking at features 

                           of the church and finding out more about why the church is a special place.   

News from the Classrooms!! 

ReceptionReceptionReception   

In Literacy we have enjoyed learning about story structure, settings and characters as we have studied our 

favourite stories (Chestnut Class - 3 Little pigs, Pine Class - The Gruffalo) in more detail. We have also 

learnt about the features of Non Fiction books and we have used these to find out facts about people who 

help us in Chestnut class and Food in Pine Class! 

 

In maths we have learnt about more/fewer and ‘one more than/one less than’ and we have begun to learn 

about addition. This week we have also been learning about 3D shapes.  

One of our favourite places to learn has been in our role play areas. In Chestnut Class we have had a fire 

station and a superhero HQ and in Pine class we have had a cinema, an ice cream parlour and we are now going 

to have a vets. We love to rehearse new things we have learnt, using our developing understanding of phonics 

and mathematical language whilst engaged in role play. This is also an area that helps us to greatly develop 

our confidence and imagination skills.  



 

 

   

   

Year 3Year 3Year 3 

   Year 3 have been learning a lot about the Ancient Egyptians this term and have been fascinated  

   to  find out how they lived in the past. Our English lessons have linked to this with adventure  

   stories set in Egypt based on the story of Flat Stanley. We are looking forward to sharing our  

   Egyptian  learning with parents in a special assembly coming up next half term! 

 

 

We have also been learning about different rocks and their properties in science and testing 

their 'hardness' in investigations. 

 

The children have also been focussing really hard on learning their times tables in maths and are doing very well! 

 

Year 4Year 4Year 4 

This half term, year 4 have been working hard on writing fantastic stories set in imaginary worlds. We've had 

footballers, witches, unicorns, tigers and wizards causing all sorts of magic and mayhem, with epic battles and 

banishments so good can triumph over evil. Thank goodness we've all lived happily ever after!  

We have also been learning a bit more about our home town - the history, the features and the different uses 

of the areas of Welwyn Garden City. Hopefully we will find out some interesting anecdotes from home when 

the children bring in their half term homework.  

In Maths, we have been working with measurements - length, mass and capacity. How tall are you? How much 

do you weigh? How much water do you need to have a bath? How long is a pencil, or your finger? The investiga-

tions have been fun. 

Year 5Year 5Year 5 

Year 5 have had another busy and productive half term. 

In Science and Geography we have been learning all about Rivers and The Water Cycle in preparation for our 

field trip to Cuffley after the half-term break. 

In English we have been exploring the classic poem The Highwayman by Alfred Noyes, including some very real-

istic role play! The children produced some fantastic creative writing based on the poem. 

Linked to our theme of Rivers, we are currently exploring the tales of The Wind in the Willows by Kenneth 

Grahame . The children are creating their own adventure with Toad, Ratty, Badger and Mole set on the banks 

of the River Thames. 

Year 6Year 6Year 6            

In Year 6, we’ve been doing a huge amount of work, particularly with our writing. We’ve 

written and illustrated our own graphic novels, as well as producing some fantastic infor-

mation texts about Brazilian animals to link to our topic.   The children have been enjoying 

our Brazil topic so far, and there have been some lively debates about deforestation!  

We’ve been stretching our brains in maths as well, tackling some tricky algebra problems! 

In science, we’ve been learning more about how our bodies work, in particular focusing on the heart and 

transport of oxygen around the body.     



 

 

 

Term and Holiday Dates 2018/2019 

 

Spring Term 2018:  

Monday 8 January — Thursday 29 March 2018                (2 pm finish) 

Half term:  Monday 12 February—Friday 16 February 2018 

 

Summer Term 2018:  

Monday 16 April — Friday 27 July 2018                       (2 pm finish) 

May Day:  Monday 7 May 2018 

Inset day:  Friday 25 May 2018   - school closed 

Half term:  Monday 28 May—Friday 1 June 2018 

 

Autumn Term 2018:  

Wednesday 5 September — Thursday 20 December 2018   (2 pm finish) 

Half term:  Monday 29 October—Friday 2 November 2018 

 

Spring Term 2019:  

Tuesday 8 January — Friday 5 April 2019                   (2 pm finish) 

Half term:  Monday 18 February—Friday 22 February 2019 

 

Summer Term 2019:  

Weds 24 April — Tuesday 23 July 2019                     (2 pm finish) 

May Day:  Monday 6 May 2019 

Half term:  Monday 27 May—Friday 31 May 2019 



 

 

Community Noticeboard 

Can I get help with my childcare costs? 

The government is introducing new ways to help 

parents with childcare costs 

Whether you have toddlers or teens, you could get 

support 

www.childcarechoices.gov.uk 

 

MIDDAY LUNCH SUPERVISOR VACANCY 

  

Are you kind and caring? Enjoy playing games and talking 

to children? Would you like to work with children during 

their lunchtime play to ensure that the whole lunchtime 

experience can be enjoyed in a safe and calm environ-

ment?  

Then come and join a hardworking and friendly team of 

MSA’s at Swallow Dell Primary and Nursery School!  

 We are seeking someone who: 

 will support the children ensuring that they have a happy and 

safe mid-day break 

 carry out duties during the children’s lunchtime break includ-

ing supervising in the playground and the dining halls 

 Will take care of all their needs including minor injuries, falls 

and their general welfare during the lunch break. 

 provide play, direction and supervision of activities.  

For further information, please contact the School office.  


