
 

 

 

 

 

MARCH 

 
  

Thur 29  End of Term 

               (school finishes at 2.00 pm) 

 

 

APRIL 
 

Mon 16  School re-opens 8.50 am 

 

Mon 23  Hatching  chicks arrive 

 

Tues 24  J Rock Southern finals in  

                Portsmouth 

 

Fri 27  Class Photos 

 

 

MAY 
 

Mon 7 May Day (school closed) 

 

Weds 9 Year 1 trip to British Schools  

              Museum  

 

Mon 14- Year 6 SATS assessments 

Thurs 17 

 

Fri 25 Inset day (school closed) 

 

Mon 28- Half term 

Fri 1 Jun 

 
 

JUNE 
 

Mon 4 School re-opens 8.50 am 

 

 Year 6 Crucial Crew 

 

Mon 11- Year 6  Trip to Isle of Wight 

Fri 15 

 

Fri 22 Year 2 - trip to Windsor  

               Castle 

 

 

JULY 

 

Fri 27 End of term 
             (school finishes at 2.00 pm) 
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Head teacher's Message!!  

As another term draws to a close, I would like us all to  celebrate our won-

derful children and all that they have achieved! 

  

Swallow Dell were once again winners at the J Rock challenge at the  

Stevenage Heats and will be attending the finals in Portsmouth next month.  

Years 3 & 4 thrilled  parents, staff and children with their production of 

‘Animal Rumble Grumble’, and Year 5 performed at Campus West at the 

Dance Festival with their Robin Hood dance. All of this as well as the hard 

work that all the children put into their schooling every day! Thank you to all 

the staff who supported them. The enthusiasm of the children knows no 

bounds and I am incredibly proud of them all! 

  

Last Thursday we all dressed in red and Years 4, 5 & 6 took part in races to 

raise awareness of and money for Sports Relief. We raised just under 

£300. A HUGE thank you to you all for supporting such a worthy charity.  

   

Swallow Dell School continues to work in partnership with parents to  

improve the school attendance of our pupils.  We would like to congratulate 

the many parents and carers who make sure their children attend school 

regularly and on time. It is the parent’s legal responsibility to ensure that 

their child has a full education. We will be celebrating this terms  

attendance after the Easter break and will inform you of the winners! 

  

I would like to thank you all for your continued support and commitment to 

the school. Have a wonderful Easter break and we look forward to seeing 

the children back in school on Monday 16th April 2018. Please remember  

that the school will be closed on Friday 25th May 2018 as it will be a staff  

INSET day. 

 

With Warm wishes, 

Clare Hollingsworth 

Headteacher 
REMINDER 

Please note that Dinner Money 

must be paid in advance on a  

Monday morning.  Thank you. 

 

Please also be aware that Swallow 

Dell is a nut-free school 

J Rock Fundraising Family Disco and Photo Booth 

Please note there are limited tickets available for the J Rock fund-raising 

Family Disco and Photo Booth event being held from 7-11.00 pm on Saturday 7 

April at the RNA Club, Black Fan Road, WGC.  £3 per person.  Tickets will not 

be held or sold on the door. 

If you would like to attend, please contact Sarah on 07860 632680. 

http://www.swallowdell.herts.sch.uk/


 

 

School noticeboard ……. 

A very warm welcome to the following new members of our school staff team: 

Mrs L Petrou, Midday Supervisory Assistant       

Mrs C Simkins, Midday Supervisory Assistant 

Mrs L Johnson, Learning Support Assistant 

World Book Day 

Thank you to all the parents who helped make World Book Day such a success. As always, it 

helped us to bring reading to the forefront of our children's minds and reminding them how 

much enjoyment is to be had from books! A special thank you goes to all those who gener-

ously donated good quality books for the book sale. You may have noticed that we could not bear to  

part with them, and instead of holding a sale each class received a pack of books to contribute to their 

"Drop Everything and Read" corner. We hope you don't mind the change of plan, but rest assured your 

books are being read and enjoyed regularly by the children. 

Mrs Trendall, English Co-ordinator 

Message from Jeff Hawes, Chair of Governors ... 

A few weeks ago, you should have received from the Local Authority notification of a public consultation 

regarding the relocation of the Primary Support Base. As parents and staff of Swallow Dell, I encourage 

you to take time to complete the consultation and return it to the Local Authority, whatever your view 

point.  Also if you see a governor walking around the school, feel free to share your opinion or drop me a 

note at the office , I would like to garner your views too. 

 

For the past few years, one of the hottest topic for schools in England and Wales has been "Multi-

Academy Trusts" (MAT).  It is fair to say that opinion is divided on whether MATs deliver benefit or 

not, yet it is clear to the Board that the agenda of "academisation" is not going away anytime soon.  The 

Board has discussed this matter over a reasonable timeframe.  To make a properly informed deci-

sion whether or not to proceed, we need to be more serious in obtaining expert advice.  

 

Why do I tell you this if no decision has been made?  I want to be open and transparent as there are  

significant issues to understand.  The Board will be undertaking a deep investigation on the merits of 

academisation, and as such parents, staff and children may well see and hear experts around the school 

discussing openly academisation.  I don't want anyone to panic or draw incorrect conclusions.  No decision 

has been made and should the Board decide academisation is the right course for Swallow Dell, then 

proper consultation will take place.  The timeframe could be more than a year so this is a big piece of 

work to undertake.  If you have a view to share or questions, please feel free to send them in my  

direction (constructively). 

 

To help the School, I would also like to announce two recent appointments to the Board of Governors, 

Hanaa Elhajjami & Emma Sparks.  I am sure both will bring some fresh views and added support to the 

role of the Board.  Hanaa is already well-versed with the school as a parent with a child in Nurse-

ry.  She approached us after our advert went out, and has a good understanding from a parental point of 

view how nursery works and will use that experience in her new role.  Emma is from the wider Welwyn 

Garden City community and has no direct connection to the school, but was a governor at another school 

and was looking for a new challenge and offered her services to us. Welcome to you both. 

 

Finally, have a safe and enjoyable break and recharge your energy levels ready for the Summer term. 



 

 

E-safety 

Safer Internet Day 

On Safer Internet Day our Computing Leads surveyed our children about their 

e-safety concerns. They found that over 75% of children were worried about 

someone being unkind to them online.  

Next term the whole school will focus on this as part of their e-safety   

learning.  

     Emmie Eagle reminds us that it is not acceptable to be unkind to  

     someone online. If someone is being unkind to you online don’t reply  

     and tell a grown up.  

Healthy online lives 

During the Easter holidays children will have more time to play games and access the 

internet.  Whist the internet can be a fantastic resource for learning, developing  

creativity and imagination, research by the Children’s Commissioner has shown a link 

between excess screen time and children’s mental health, mood and concentration.  As 

a result of this a new campaign called Digital 5 has been launched to help parents cre-

ate a healthy balanced digital diet encouraging children to use the internet but to also 

play outside, draw a picture and play a board game with their family.  

For more information about creating a balance between screen time and time away from a screen please 

see: https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/2017/08/06/digital-5-a-day/ 

In the Summer Term Mrs Joyce will be running an e-safety workshop. More information and dates to 

follow. 

Fine Dining Winners! 

Congratulations to the fine dining winners for this term: 
 

Infants:  Elodie, Noah, Joey, Yazmin, Betty and Kieren 

Juniors:  Princess, Dylan, Samara, Nathaniel, Emily, Chase, Ryan and Ruby 

The above children were nominated by the dining room and catering staff 

for their politeness and good table manners in the dining room.  Children are also nominated for trying 

new foods, clearing away their dinner trays and being a pleasure to have in the dining room.  Well done 

to all the winners! 

Thank you for your generosity! 

We have been notified that a fantastic £494.59 was raised from the Poppy Appeal last 

term—many thanks for your donations. 

We are also delighted that your donations for Sports Relief raised just under £300.  The 

first three winners in each race were given prizes donated by Sainsbury’s. Some of their 

staff, along with Lola and Jack’s mum, cheered the children on. 

Source:  Digital 5 Campaign 

Well done James! 

A huge well done to James from Cherry class who has been raising money for the British Heart  

Foundation by giving up chocolate for the month of March, and has so far raised an amazing £450!   

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiN-orAzf_ZAhXJuRQKHXqMBXsQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.syracuse.com%2Fdining%2Findex.ssf%2F2013%2F11%2Fcny_dining_notes_grotto_open_i.html&psig=AOvVaw1x_kksp
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjSrufyz__ZAhXF0xQKHRz4DBUQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fbranches.britishlegion.org.uk%2Fbranches%2Fruddington%2Fpoppy-appeal&psig=AOvVaw3HQS4kRX-Wxo61xCTB1QgS&ust
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwixi5KOroLaAhUElxQKHSyTB3gQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sainsburys.co.uk%2Fshop%2Fgb%2Fgroceries%2Fsports-relief-2018-soft-ball-asst-132670920-p&psig=AOvVaw


 

 

   

NurseryNurseryNursery   

This half term in nursery we turned our role play into a post office!  

 

We had lots of fun making parcels and letters for different people. We read the 

story 'The Jolly Postman' and learnt that post office workers deliver lots of dif-

ferent things not just letters!  

 

We brought in some post from home to share with our friends! 

Year 1Year 1Year 1 

Year 1 really enjoyed taking part in an animal workshop during science week. We had the 

opportunity to hold and feel different animals. We learnt about animal groups and what  

different animals eat.  

 

In our science sessions we have looked at the main features of different animals and how 

they move. We created our own play dough model of a chosen animal. 

 

For our Topic work, we have been learning about Africa. We have looked at clothing, 

fruits, animals and environment. We had fun making our own fruit salads! 

Year 2Year 2Year 2 

This half term we have had lots of visitors! 

As part of our learning around keeping safe on our journeys to and from 

school we had a road safety magic show. We thought about the key things 

that we need to remember when crossing a road: stop, look, listen and think. 

 

   In science week we focussed on animals and their  

   habitats.  We were also lucky enough to visited by  

   Scab the hissing cockroach, Cornflake the corn snake  

   and Leo the gecko. We spoke about the habitats that  

   they live in and which features enable them to live  

   there.  We were then allowed to hold or stroke the  

   animals. Not everyone wanted to hold the cockroach  

   or snake! 

 

News from the Classrooms!! 

ReceptionReceptionReception   

Reception have had a lovely end to the Spring term. They have become budding artists and 

have produced some amazing observational drawings and paintings of daffodils.  

They have also made chocolate Easter nests and learnt about the different traditions  

surrounding the Easter celebration. 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjAounB547aAhVEXRQKHbchCrsQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.com%2FJolly-Postman-Allan-Ahlberg%2Fdp%2F0316126446&psig=AOvVaw1ibrQZoDqn43ThOFeMv4PG&ust=152
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi_6PD_547aAhXG1xQKHRDFB14QjRx6BAgAEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Famysimpson.com%2F2013%2F07%2Fletters-from-home%2F&psig=AOvVaw0-PEYxQys5x6si79FN0LS_&ust=1522319423484195


 

 

   

   

Year 3Year 3Year 3 

Year 3 have had a busy few weeks practising for Animal Rumble Grumble. Around  

this we've continued our learning about the Ancient Egyptians. The children had the  

opportunity to dress up as an Ancient Egyptian for the day and create some traditional 

artefacts. They took part in a River Nile role play and enjoyed an Egyptian banquet. We  

all had a fantastic day! 

 

In English we have been exploring discussion texts and debating different issues. For  

example, should animals be kept in zoos? We had a go at writing our own discussion 

text. In maths we have also been working really hard learning about fractions of shapes 

and numbers.  

Year 4Year 4Year 4 

This half term has been a really busy one for year 4, as we have been enjoying our usual lessons as well as  

practising and performing our show "Animal Rumble Grumble" last week. We had a stage full of animals and  

other characters, all in colourful costume and face paint. The children all worked really hard learning lines and 

song words, and the performances to the school and parents were a triumph! 

 

We enjoyed investigating whether fruit and veg would sink or float in Science week, and some of the children 

found out which biscuits are best for dunking. The staff are happy to include their findings in the tin in the  

staffroom! Swimming lessons have been very successful and fun this term, with lots of children being awarded 

certificates for their achievements in the pool. Well done! 

We are looking forward to lots of fun and leaning in the summer term. 

Year 5Year 5Year 5 

Year 5 have had an action-packed term. We thoroughly enjoyed our Rivers field 

trip to Cuffley where we carried out a range of activities which increased our  

understanding of river features and how rivers work. We were wrapped up warm 

and enjoyed a paddle in the water and a long walk through the woods. 

Another highlight of the term was the Welwyn  

Garden City Dance Festival. We practised hard for 

our Story of Peter Pan performance and, on the night, we were very excited to  

perform onstage in a real theatre. We felt very proud of our team effort. 

The term ends with our exciting trip to Caythorpe Court, PGL.   We are  

looking forward to a memorable experience with lots of exciting, new  

activities and an opportunity to stay away from home with our class mates. 

Year 6Year 6Year 6            

Year 6 have been beavering away, getting prepared for our SATs in May! We’ve been doing lots of revision  

in Maths, and writing some really interesting flashbacks in English.  

We’ve been looking at body health in both Science and PSHE, and looking in detail at 

what our diets should contain and what we should be avoiding! We’ve also found time 

to take part in other activities, such as a workshop with the NSPCC, and some  

fantastic World Book Day costumes (despite the weather!). We’ve started some  

dance sessions with Mrs Morgan, which we’re all looking forward to continuing after 

the Easter holidays. 
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Community Noticeboard 

Term and Holiday Dates 2018/2019 

Summer Term 2018:  

Monday 16 April — Friday 27 July 2018                       (2 pm finish) 

May Day:  Monday 7 May 2018 

Inset day:  Friday 25 May 2018   - school closed 

Half term:  Monday 28 May—Friday 1 June 2018 

 

Autumn Term 2018:  

Wednesday 5 September — Thursday 20 December 2018   (2 pm finish) 

Half term:  Monday 29 October—Friday 2 November 2018 

 

Spring Term 2019:  

Tuesday 8 January — Friday 5 April 2019                   (2 pm finish) 

Half term:  Monday 18 February—Friday 22 February 2019 

 

Summer Term 2019:  

Weds 24 April — Tuesday 23 July 2019                     (2 pm finish) 

May Day:  Monday 6 May 2019 

Half term:  Monday 27 May—Friday 31 May 2019 

  


