
 

 

 

 

 

 

MAY 
 

Fri 25 Inset day (school closed) 

 

Mon 28- Half term 

Fri 1 Jun 
 

 

JUNE 
 

Mon 4 School re-opens 8.50 am 

 

 Year 6 Crucial Crew 

 

Mon 11- Year 6  Trip to Isle of Wight 

Fri 15 

 

Fri 22 Year 2 - trip to Windsor  

               Castle 

 

Wed 27  Morning: Sports Day— 

                Early Years  

               (Nursery/Reception) 

 

Fri 29 Morning:  KS2 Sports Day 

  Afternoon:  KS1 Sports Day 

 

 

JULY 

 
Mon 2 Reserve Sports Day 

 

Wed 4 Reception 2018 Intake Mtg 

 

Thur 5 Nursery 2018 Intake Mtg 

 

Wed 11 School Reports sent home 

 

Thurs 12 Secondary transfer day/ 

 Class changeover day 

 

Fri 13 Open Afternoon 

 

Mon 16- Textile Week 

Fri 20 

 
Mon 23 Y6 Leavers Picnic 

 

Wed 25 Y5/Y6 Performance— 

 afternoon 

 

Thur 26 Leavers Assembly 

 Y5/Y6 Performance— 

 evening (no under 12s 

 admitted) 

  

Fri 27 End of term 
             (school finishes at 2.00 pm) 
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Headteacher's Message!!  

Looking back over the last half term, I would like to celebrate our vibrant 

school community and its many achievements. We have seen the J Rock 

squad come 5th in their finals competition in Portsmouth, an ex pupil of the 

school be selected for West Ham Football Club, many school trips and  

visitors to enhance the curriculum,  a highly successful visit from the Local 

Authority to bench mark the schools provision in a Joint Annual Review and 

the school being accredited for a Music award.....it's been very busy!  

As always I would like to thank you all for the support that you afford to 

the school and our pupils, without that partnership we would not be the  

wonderful school that we are.  

 

Looking forward to the term ahead, we have many events to which you are 

all welcome, so could I remind you to check the dates on the school  

calendar to make sure you do not miss out. I would like to remind you all 

that we are working hard at the school to improve upon attendance and  

lateness. We still have a few pockets where this has to be addressed.   

School starts promptly at 8.50 and therefore your children should be ready 

at school for 8.45 so as not to miss the very important start to the day. Our 

target for attendance is 96% and whilst illness cannot be avoided, we would 

ask that you do not take term-time holidays as these are not authorised, 

and that you consider if your child is well enough to attend.  

 

There are many ways to keep in contact with the school and for us to  

communicate with you including letters, telephone, email, web site and 

school comms.  Please could I remind you that it is your responsibility to  

update your details with the school  

office so that we can ensure that you 

receive all the correct information via 

school comms and so that we are able 

to contact you in an emergency. 

 

With Warm wishes, 

Clare Hollingsworth 

Lost  

This scooter went missing 

from the scooter rack on the 

Lowerfield playground on 

Wednesday this week.  

Please could you check that your child did not 

accidentally take it home 

Found 

If anybody has recently lost a 

drone, please contact Mrs Giblin in 

the school office 

 

http://www.swallowdell.herts.sch.uk/


 

 

School noticeboard ……. 

E-safety 

There has been a lot of information in the news about the online game ‘Fortnite’. This game has a 12+ 

PEGI rating due to the frequent scenes of violence. In this game up to 100 players play against each  

other and during this time where they may be exposed to swearing and offensive language from 

strangers, either through audio or on-screen text chat. Fortnite is a global game where you will play 

against players of all ages from all over the world.  

saferinternet.org have produced a list of tips for parents when talking at about a child’s online life to 

include the importance of having an open conversation about what games they are playing and who they 

are chatting to. Follow this link for more information https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/blog/parents-

guide-fortnite-battle-royale 

Puppy Pal reminds us to check age restrictions when playing a game. Some games 

are inappropriate for your age. He also reminds us to only play games with our real 

friends and never share personal details online.  

If you have any e-safety concerns please contact your class teacher or Mrs Joyce.  

Message from Jeff Hawes, Chair of Governors ... 

Thank you for taking time to complete the Parent Survey, I am pleased that the level of response represents a little over 50% of the 
families within Swallow Dell.  I have attached the responses to the survey further on in this newsletter for your perusal. 

You will see that overall,  
the results are broadly  
positive, which is pleasing to 
the Board.  You are particu-
larly positive that your chil-
dren are happy in school; 
feel safe; make good pro-
gress; are well looked after 
and are taught well. 

However, the Board also 
noted that there are three 
key areas that present us 
with an opportunity to  
improve further:  Communi-
cations, Anti-Bullying and 
Homework. 

Interestingly, the school 
invests significant time and 
effort into “anti-bullying” with the children, and when encountered takes appropriate action.  What we will do, is surface for parents 
the anti-bullying work undertaken, and try to describe what bullying is, so that you can reassess your views if appropriate.  We believe 
that this less well responded question has it’s roots in “Communication” rather than a systemic issue within the school. 

Communication, is always an issue in any school; too much, not enough, just in time, too much notice.  The school uses a variety of 
media to communicate with parents, copies of all letters are passed to the school office and posted onto the website to join-up whole 
school messaging.  It is important that you, as parents, keep your details upto date with the school including a change of email ad-
dress.  However, to truly improve communication we all need to work together.  As such, we will be asking the parent-forum to con-
sider this issue, and there will be notice boards up during the open day seeking your opinion too.  So if you are feeling passionate 
about helping us improve communication, please seek out to join the Parent Forum. 

Homework, the question we asked now leads us to further investigation as what we don’t know is there too much or not enough.  
Some of the commentary gave in-sight:  Children are not expected to sit and complete homework alone; parental support is required, 
be it listening to your child read, helping them with a project or their Maths and English.  The school in the past has put on homework 
clubs and group meetings to parents to explain how we teach some of the more complex items on the curriculum such as phonics & 
mathematics.  Y6 homework ramps-up considerably, this helps them to prepare them for secondary school.  Y6 homework level is set 
in consultation with local secondary schools.  There is anecdotal evidence from our past children that they do appreciate this when 
they reach Y7, compared with their other class mates from other schools.  Again, “Homework” will be a topic to discuss more deeply 
with the parents forum. 

As further progress is made, I will look to update you via this newsletter.  In the meantime, enjoy your half-term break. 



 

 

          Football signing! 

            We are very excited to learn that our former pupil, Lennon, has recently  

           signed a 2 year scholarship with West Ham United.   

 

 Lennon left Swallow Dell in 2013 and it’s  wonderful to hear of his  

            progress since then.  Well done Lennon! 

Fine Dining Winners! 

Congratulations to the following fine dining winners: 
 

Infants:  Blake, Layla, Alexa, Ossie, Mario and Dominique 

Juniors:  Tilly, Bailey, Katie, George, Albie, Codi, Niamh and Shanzey 

 

The above children were nominated by the dining room and catering staff for their politeness and good 

table manners in the dining room.  Children are also nominated for trying new foods, clearing away their 

dinner trays and being a pleasure to have in the dining room.  Well done to all the winners! 

Music Mark 

 

We are very pleased to be able to report that the school has been accepted for the Music 

Mark following nomination from Herts Music service for the work undertaken at the school 

to  promote the teaching of music and performance.  

 

New telephone system 

We are having a new telephone system installed in school, keeping our original number, which now has 

the facility to record calls for safeguarding purposes. 

School Photographs 

Proofs of the Class photos have now been sent home with the children.  A copy is on display in each 

class.  Please note that the deadline for returning your orders is 11 June. 

School Council 

This term we launched a 'Make Your Own Crown Competition'  to  

celebrate the royal wedding. There were lots of different sized and 

shaped crowns from all year groups.  

 

At Monday's assembly, Mrs Ginger and Miss Tydeman announced the 

winners, one from each year group as there were so many wonderful  

entries. Congratulations to the winners: Evie-May (N), Eva (R),  

Emelia (Y1), Oscar (Y2), Ruaridh (Y3), Frank (Y4), Angel (Y5) and  

Teagan (Y6).  Well done to everyone who made the crowns, they  

were spectacular! 

 

Written by Chloe (Communication Team member, Y6) 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiN-orAzf_ZAhXJuRQKHXqMBXsQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.syracuse.com%2Fdining%2Findex.ssf%2F2013%2F11%2Fcny_dining_notes_grotto_open_i.html&psig=AOvVaw1x_kksp


 

 

   

NurseryNurseryNursery   

In Nursery this half term we have been very busy learning about different life cycles and how to look after 

animals and plants. We started by observing the eggs and some of us were very lucky and saw the first chick 

hatch out of it's egg! We decided to call it Betty! Over the next few days we watched to see how the chicks 

changed!  

We have also got some pet caterpillars! We read the story 'The Very Hungry Caterpillar' 

and watched our caterpillars eat all of their food! They have now built their cocoons and  

we are waiting patiently for them to come out as butterflies! We have also been very busy 

planting different seeds and watching them grow!  

Year 1Year 1Year 1 

Year 1 has had a very exciting half term. we have been learning about Victorians. We  

explored the games that they played and learnt about life as a Victorian child. We really 

enjoyed our trip to the Victorian school where we had a Victorian lesson and played with 

Victorian toys, we compared them to toys from today. 

Year 2Year 2Year 2 

This term we spent a lot of time taking our learning outside. We went on a ‘disgusting sandwich walk’  

where we designed our own sandwich fillings, to help us write our stories.  

        
We closely followed the progress of the chicks and wrote our own chick lifecycle non-fiction books.  

News from the Classrooms!! 

ReceptionReceptionReception   

The Reception children have also been busy learning about ‘life cycles’ this half term.  They visited the pond to 

see the tadpoles before they turn into frogs, and they also really enjoyed watching our chicks hatch from the 

eggs we were looking after in school.  Today (Thursday) we are looking forward to our Bug Party! 



 

 

   

   

Year 3Year 3Year 3 

For our English lessons in Year 3, we have been writing our own science fiction stories based on the book ‘The  

Lost Thing’ by Shaun Tan. We have also looked at persuasive writing. We have created our own persuasive  

adverts and written persuasive letters.  

Our topic for this half term has been London and many of us have enjoyed making our own  

London landmark models at home.  

We have been looking at plants in Science and we planted sunflowers to take home. At the beginning  

of our science topic, we took a walk in the woods to observe the plants outside and we are looking  

forward to taking another walk after half term to spot any changes.  

Year 4Year 4Year 4 

We have had a much quieter half term in year 4 after the excitement of the show last term. In Maths, we have 

spent a long time exploring fractions - adding, subtracting, comparing and looking at equivalence. The children 

have worked hard at this difficult area of Maths!  

In English, we have written fantasy stories inspired by this picture, and the children's  

imagination really took flight. We had libraries and butterflies made of the pages of books; 

centaurs and elephants; monsters and battles; castles and palaces. We are now exploring a 

text set in Victorian times. Our Science topics have been teeth and digestion, and sound. 

We are very much looking forward to sharing the children's home made musical instru-

ments after half term. 

Year 5Year 5Year 5 

This half term in year 5 has been a very busy one. After finishing off Robin Hood, we launched right into  

persuasive writing and investigated how persuasive techniques can be used to sway readers to your side of  

an argument. We even prepared and carried out an official class debate using the techniques we learned.  

During our science time in class we have investigated the lifecycle of plants and how a 

plant goes from germination, to pollination, to fertilization, to seed dispersal to begin 

the process all over again. We carried out an investigation to find what a plant needs to 

germinate and grow.  

We have focused on Geography this half term on investigating the major mountain ranges across the world and 

how they are formed. These investigations have culminated in us beginning to create paper mache volcanoes.  

Year 6Year 6Year 6            

Year 6 have been working incredibly hard in order to prepare for our SATs test .We are incredibly 

proud of the children and their hard work throughout the year in preparation for these tests.  

As we move into the second part of the summer term, our focus will shift towards our school play, 

which we hope you’ll be able to come and see! We’ve also got some exciting trips coming up – as well 

as our trip to the Isle of Wight, we will also be taking part in a Crucial Crew workshop  to remind 

ourselves of important life skills. We will also be visiting our local church as part of our RE work. 

Keep an eye on the blog for more information about these trips, as well as keeping an eye out for  

                      more information about our play! 



 

 

Community Noticeboard 

Term and Holiday Dates 2018/2019 

Summer Term 2018:  

Monday 16 April — Friday 27 July 2018                       (2 pm finish) 

May Day:  Monday 7 May 2018 

Inset day:  Friday 25 May 2018   - school closed 

Half term:  Monday 28 May—Friday 1 June 2018 

 

Autumn Term 2018:  

Wednesday 5 September — Thursday 20 December 2018   (2 pm finish) 

Half term:  Monday 29 October—Friday 2 November 2018 

 

Spring Term 2019:  

Tuesday 8 January — Friday 5 April 2019                   (2 pm finish) 

Half term:  Monday 18 February—Friday 22 February 2019 

 

Summer Term 2019:  

Weds 24 April — Tuesday 23 July 2019                     (2 pm finish) 

May Day:  Monday 6 May 2019 

Half term:  Monday 27 May—Friday 31 May 2019 

 

The Melody Monkeys Sessions is a pre-school (0-rising 5) activity 
session for children with additional needs....To include music, 
lights, sensory activities, movement, parachute activities, bub-
bles, instrument play, action songs, singing, puppets, dancing and 
more! Along with this there will be an opportunity for parents/
carers to have a coffee and chat whilst the children enjoy juice 
and a snack. 
 
The sessions will be on:- 
Wednesday 16th May and 23rd May from 1.15pm-2.30pm at 
The Wellfield Room, Birchwood, Longmead, Hatfield, AL10 0AN 
 
The sessions will be run by Sally Page (supported and funded by 
SPACE), the owner of Melody Monkeys. Sally is DBS checked and 
has full insurance. Parents/carers would need to stay at the ses-
sions and as always children remain the responsibility of parent/
carers at all times. 
 
Spaces are limited. To check availability and to book a place 

contact Melody Monkeys directly of email in-

fo@melodymonkeys.com 

 

 

 

A young carer is a person under 18 who provides or intends to provide care for 

another person who is ill, disabled, has a mental health condition, or may misuse 

drugs or alcohol. 

Here at Swallow Dell we are looking to raise 

awareness of Young carers and to do more to 

identify and support the young people who are 

taking on this role. 

If you think you may have a young carer in your 

family please contact Sian Mills, Family Support 

Worker, on 07753 471712, 

smills@swallowdell.herts.sch.uk or through the school office. For further 

information on how young carers can be supported please go to www. ycih.org 


