
Swallow Dell Primary and Nursery School 

SEND Information Report / School Offer 
   

Swallow Dell is an inclusive school. We ensure that all children have equal opportunities to 

access the curriculum and play a full part in the life of the school. The following was 

developed in consultation with parents/ carers, governors and staff. 

 
 

1. How does the school know if my child needs extra help? 

 Many of the children who join us have been in early education and in many cases will have 

had their needs already assessed.  Transition meetings between settings / schools / 

classes / are encouraged between professionals who may already be involved. 

 The school will assess each pupil’s current skills and levels of attainment on entry, 

building on information from previous settings and key stages where appropriate.   

 For some children, SEND can be identified at an early age. However, for others 

difficulties become evident only as they develop and we are committed to early 

identification. Working in partnership with parents/carers and the children themselves, 

enabling us to make an early response is an essential part of this process. 

 Class teachers make regular assessments of progress for all pupils; if a child has any 

difficulties that may need additional support, intervention or adjustments, the class 

teacher, sometimes in conjunction with the Inclusion Manager will discuss with parents 

what will best support the child to make progress. 

 

2. What should I do if I think my child may have special educational needs? 
 

 If you are concerned that your child may have special educational needs, you should talk 

to your child’s class teacher and if the needs are more complex, the school's Inclusion 

Manager may become involved. 
 

 

 

3. How will school staff support my child? 

 

 If your child is identified as having SEND, the school will take action to try to remove 

barriers to learning. 

 If the assessments show that your child has a difficulty within the four areas of SEND:  

1) Communication and Interaction,  

2) Physical and Sensory,  

3) Cognition and Learning or  

4) Social, Emotional and Mental Health.  

They will be categorised as “SEN Support” in school and a range of strategies will be used 

that make full use of all available classroom and school resources.  

 Our first step in responding to your child is high quality, differentiated teaching based 

on her/his individual needs. 

 Information from a wide range of sources including discussion with you, your child, the 



class teacher and or the Inclusion Manager will be gathered to determine the needs and 

provision for your child. 

 Your child’s teacher will offer adjustments, interventions or support that are different 

from or additional to those provided as part of the school’s general working practices.   

 The class teacher will keep you informed and draw upon your knowledge of your child for 

additional information. The Inclusion Manager will support the teacher and if necessary 

make further assessments of your child’s needs.  Following discussion with you, advice 

from specialist services may be sought and used.  

 Special educational provision is based on the desired outcomes, including the expected 

progress and attainment and the views and wishes of you and your child. 

 Everyone involved will meet regularly to review your child’s progress. You will be given the 

opportunity to meet the teacher and/or Inclusion Manager at least three times a year.   

 If your child’s needs are complex and the support given over a period of a term or longer, 

has not helped them to make the expected progress, then the school may wish to seek 

advice from an external agency.  A referral will be completed in conjunction with parents. 

Once the advice has been received it will be acted upon and reviewed regularly as part of 

the termly meeting between the class teacher and parent. 

 

 

4. How will I know how my child is doing?  

 

You will be encouraged to take an active role in meetings which will take place throughout the 

school year.   This will include: 

 The school encourages all parents/ carers to ask questions at any time and encourages 

informal meetings. 

 Regular consultations with the class teacher. 

 Consultations with the Inclusion Manager if this will be helpful. 

 Review meetings identifying clear manageable targets for in school and strategies that 

you can use at home to support your child’s learning.  

 Joint meetings with professionals from specialist services, some services write reports. 

 Parent Workshops  

 End of year report 
 

 

 

 

5. How will the learning and development provision be matched to my child’s needs?  

 

 If your child is identified as having SEND, the school will take action to remove barriers 

to learning.  

 Special educational provision is based on the desired outcomes, including the expected 

progress and attainment and the views and wishes of you and your child. 

 Information from a wide range of sources including discussion with you, your child, the 



class teacher and or Inclusion Manager will be gathered to determine the needs and 

provision for your child. 

 If the assessments show that your child has a difficulty, a range of strategies will be 

discussed with you. 

 We have a wide range of interventions available in school; each intervention is chosen 

specifically to support a particular need. If your child makes progress the support will 

continue until the end of the intervention or a suitable exit point, this will be part of the 

outcomes that have been planned for, with you and your child. 

 We are able to make adjustments in and out of class to support the needs of your child. 

 Additional adult support may be helpful for some children with highly complex needs, if 

this is the case, then the school is able with your support, to apply for Exceptional Needs 

Funding in order to fund additional adult time.  

 If the provision that the school has provided has not supported your child to make the 

expected progress, following discussion with you, advice from specialist services may be 

sought and used. SEND provision will then be adapted or replaced depending on how 

effective it has been in achieving the agreed outcomes. 

 The SEND support will take the form of a four-part cycle - Assess, Plan, Do and Review, 

through which earlier decisions and actions are revisited, refined and revised with a 

growing understanding of your child’s needs and what supports her/him in making good 

progress with good outcomes.  

 

6. What support will there be for my child's overall wellbeing? 

 

 We have a caring and nurturing environment in our school where all children are valued. 

 The school promotes positive relationships between parents, children and staff. 

 Children have opportunities on a regular basis to talk with their class teacher or Teaching 

Assistant. Children in the school are aware of staff members who are available to speak 

with and listen to children who are experiencing difficulties, in addition to adults in the 

classroom. Discussions may happen on an informal basis or may become a regular part of 

provision for a child.  

 For some children who need additional time to support their wellbeing, we are able to 

offer group sessions, a school's counsellor or alternative provision of this nature. 

 The school listens to children’s views through the school council and regular pupil voice 

opportunities. 

 All children including those with SEND are encouraged to participate in the full life of 

the school. 

 Assemblies and PSHE lessons address wellbeing issues such as bullying, conflict resolution 

and resilience. 

 Our PSHE is addressed through a learning programme called Jigsaw. As part of this 

programme the children learn mindfulness to support emotional regulation. 

 Where a child needs support to address their emotional wellbeing, we may suggest 

sessions teaching emotional language and recognition of their own emotions. 



 

7. What training has the staff supporting children and young people with SEND had or 

having? 

 

 Staff are trained to meet the wide range of needs presented in every class.  

 Additional training has been undertaken on the delivery of particular interventions. This 

includes interventions for the support of communication and language skills, literacy and 

maths and a variety of support programmes for social and emotional learning. 

 If a child is identified as having a specific need, staff working with the child typically 

receive specific in house or external training. 

 Support and advice may also be sought from specialist services.   

 Training for SEND over 2017/18: 

STEPs  A Therapeutic method of behaviour support, for all teachers for Teaching 

Assistants 

 Making Sense of Autism delivered by The Autism Education Trust, for all teachers and 

many Teaching Assistants. 

Leading Good Autism Practice delivered by The Autism Education Trust, to the Inclusion 

Manager  

Makaton Signing for two Teaching Assistants 

As well as termly in-house staff meetings run by the Inclusion Manager on SEND 

matters. 

 

 

8. What specialist services and expertise are available at or accessed by the school? 

 

We are able to call on a range of services and expertise including: 

 A range of highly experienced staff 

 Family Support Worker 

 Speech and Language Therapist (not currently available) 

 English as an Additional Language Teacher 

 Educational Psychologist consultations 

 School Nurse 

 Specialist Advisory Nurses (e.g. ADHD nurse) 

 Occupational Therapy 

 Advisory Teachers Service (advice for autism, hearing impairment, visual impairment and 

mobility officer) 

 Primary Support Base (to support children to be fully integrated into their class when 

experiencing difficulties) 

 The Park Education Support Centre (for a range of support including self-esteem, anger 

management and friendship skills) 

 Young Carers 

 Counselling Service  



 Art Therapy 

 Drawing and Talking Therapy 

 Social Skills Groups  

 CAMHs and Step 2 for support with mental health issues.  

 ADDvance  

 

9.  How will you help me to support my child's learning?  

10. How will I be involved in discussions about and planning for my child's education? 

 

 The school encourages all parents/ carers to ask questions at any time and encourages 

informal meetings. If a teacher is unavailable at a specific time a meeting can be set up 

quickly through the school office. 

 You will be encouraged to take an active role in meetings which will take place throughout 

the school year (at least three times a year).    

 These review meetings identify clear outcomes for your child and strategies that you can 

use at home to support your child’s learning.  

 Consultations with the Inclusion Manager, where she has been involved in planning 

provision. 

 Joint meetings with professionals from specialist services, some services write reports 

with suggested actions. 

 Parent Workshops/ Information sessions. 

 

11. How will my child be included in activities outside the classroom including school 

trips? 

 

 The school works hard to ensure that all children are able to take part in all aspects of 

school life, including trips and residential journeys.   

 Risk assessments are undertaken and any additional measures needed to support a child 

are identified.  Parents are fully involved in this process. 

 

12. How accessible is the school environment?  

 

 The school’s Accessibility Plan is reviewed and updated regularly to ensure that all are 

able to access the building, the curriculum and the activities offered by the school. 

 

13. Who can I contact for further information? 

 

 Your child’s class teacher 

 The Inclusion Manager 

 Other members of the Senior Leadership Team - the Headteacher, Deputy Head and 

Assistant Heads.  



 Governors   

 

14. How will the school prepare and support my child to join the school, transfer to a 

new school or the next stage of education and life? 

 

 SEND provision will include planning and preparation for the transitions between phases. 

 Transitions take place when a child changes school. Typically from Nursery to Reception 

class, changing schools and moving on from primary to secondary. For children with SEND 

planning may take the form of extra visits and information sharing with staff and other 

professionals at the different schools. 

 For some children changes may cause anxiety, so moving from one year group or key stage 

to another is also carefully prepared for. This may take the form of extra visits from the 

next class teacher and teaching assistants and additional visits for the child to their new 

setting. 

 

 

15. How are the school’s resources allocated and matched to children’s special 

educational needs? 

 

 The school has a dedicated SEND budget that is allocated to meet the specific needs of 

children with SEND. 

 There is an Inclusion Manager and a Family Support Worker (who can advise families 

where to get support for specific needs). 

 Exceptional Needs funding is sought and used for individuals with complex and 

exceptional needs. 

 

16. How is the decision made about how much support my child will receive? 

 

 The class teacher, in conjunction with parents, the child and the Inclusion Manager will 

consider the provision needed for the child to make progress. This plan is made with 

regard to the level of need and provision for all children across the school. 

 Reasonable adjustments and interventions are available to support children.  

 Some interventions are time limited and some are age related. 

 Special educational provision is based on the desired outcomes, including the expected 

progress and attainment and the views and wishes of you and your child. 

 

 

How can I find information about the local authority’s Local Offer of services and 

provision for children and young people with special educational needs and disability? 

 

The Local Offer can be found at the following web address:  

http://directory.hertsdirect.org/kb5/hertfordshire/directory/localoffer.page  

http://directory.hertsdirect.org/kb5/hertfordshire/directory/localoffer.page


                                    



 


