
 

 

 

 

 

FEBRUARY 
18-22 February  2019  
Half Term break  
 
APRIL  
5 April 2019 
End of Term 
(school finishes at 2.00pm) 
 
24 April 2019  
First day Summer Term 
 
23 July 2019 
End of Term 
(school finishes at 2.00pm) 
 
MAY 
6 May 2019  
May Day 
 
27 –31 May 2019  
Half Term break 
 
Autumn Term 
3 September—19 December 
2019 
 
28 October—1 November 
2019 
Half Term break 

D I A R Y  D A T E S  

  Swallow Dell 

  Half-term Newsletter 
   February 2019 

                                                                     “Together we Inspire, Value and Achieve” 

 

 

Message from Jeff Hawes, Chair of Governors 
Mel Hackworth our Vice-Chair of Governors recently stepped down from the Board after more than 4 years in 
her role.   She was a very active member of the Board giving guidance and support to the school and, always 
ready to give a lending hand when a Governor’s physical presence was required.  Thank you Mel for giving so 
freely of your time - you will be missed. 
 
Consequently after the half-term break, we will formally be asking for Parents to register their interest to fill 
the vacated role on the Board, so keep your eyes out for this. 
 
Also after half-term we will be releasing this year's Parent E-Survey.  The Board are interested in the views of 
the parent-body as a whole and do take action accordingly.  As this will be the 3rd year in a row, we will have 
some trend data by which to assess if we are improving in the more challenging areas highlighted by you previ-
ously.  I will of course feedback the results to you in a newsletter later in the year. 
 
In the meantime, have a safe and enjoyable half-term break. 

Headteacher’s Message!  

Dear Parents,  

It has been a very short first half of the Spring term, but already Christ-

mas and the New Year are a distant memory. Now we have already 

reached the half-way point of this academic year. A quite surprising 

thought, I am sure you would agree! It has been fantastic to see all of 

the exciting learning that the children have been undertaking since the 

turn of the year and to be able to celebrate their achievements both 

inside and outside the classroom, despite the challenges that the 

weather has brought! 

It was pleasing just before Christmas to find out that we had been suc-

cessfully nominated for a Music Mark award by the Local Authority for 

a second year running. This has been awarded to us by The UK Associa-

tion for Music Education “in recognition of a commitment to providing 

high quality music education for all children and young people”. A clear 

example of this was the dedication showed by the staff and children 

involved in the choir resulting in a magnificent performance at The O2 

in January. Thank you to those of you who have contacted us congratu-

lating both the children and staff on their achievements – I too am ex-

tremely proud of them! 

With warm wishes, 
Clare Hollingsworth    

http://www.swallowdell.herts.sch.uk/


 

 

School noticeboard ……. 

Anti-Bullying 

The Anti-Bullying Ambassadors have been working on their personal statements; information about 
themselves and what they define as bullying. They are designing tokens for the Chatroom which will 
start after half term. The Chatroom will be open for Key Stage 2 children to visit during Monday 
lunchtimes, to talk about any worries they have in school with regards their friendships. The Ambas-
sadors have talked about the special skills they need to have in order to listen to others and how 
they can help them with problems.  

The Ambassadors are currently building new resources to post on the Anti-Bullying section of the 
website. Please do visit this section as there is lots of information for everyone as well as an email 
address to report any concerns about bullying behaviour.  

The Ambassadors will be attending a Working Party meeting next half term. This comprises of sever-
al adults within the school community. They would love to have a parent representative on this com-
mittee. If you are interested or want to find out more information, then please contact Mrs Ginger 
via the school office. We are planning an Anti-Bullying day for next half term, the theme will be 
‘Difference and Diversity.’ 

E-Safety 

Advice for parents of the App TikTok 

There has been information in the news recently raising concerns over the app 
TikTok.  TikTok, which used to be called Musical.ly, is a social networking site 
that young people can use to share their own short videos and lip sync to pop-
ular audio clips. The app allows users to create and upload videos, remix ex-
isting videos using in-built editing tools, and also to view and comment on videos created by other 
users.  
 
TikTok has an age recommendation of 13+. Puppy Pal reminds us to only play games that are appro-
priate for our age.  

 
Emmie Eagle reminds us to be good friend online. Think before com-
menting on a text or picture using any messaging service or app. Remem-
ber that anything we post online will remain there forever. 
 
 
 

Profiles on TikTok are automatically set to public, so that any content posted can be seen by any-
one. Parents can set up private accounts to control who sees your child’s video.  Your child will be 
able to approve or deny people as ‘fans’, and will only be able to accept messages from followers. 
Instructions for this are here: 
 
Setting up a private account, TikTok 
http://support.tiktok.com/knowledge-base/setting-up-a-private-account 
 
For more information visit Common Sense Media https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/
parents-ultimate-guide-to-musically 
 

http://support.tiktok.com/knowledge-base/setting-up-a-private-account


 

 

Best Practice Teaching Assistant Award 

As a progressive school, we are always looking at ways of improving what we provide for the chil-
dren. Through this award, we want to celebrate the amazing and outstanding work our Teaching As-
sistants do with our children. We are currently looking at ‘best practice within the classroom’ and 
will soon be asking the children through their School Council Communication Teams, for their views 
and ideas. 

Young Voices Choir 

On Tuesday 29th January, the Young Voices Choir joined together for a spec-
tacular performance at the O2 arena in London. They sang their hearts out 
alongside brilliant performances from Tony Hadley and the Urban Strides 
dancers. The children were a credit to the school and it was a thoroughly en-
joyable experience.   

Staffing news 

I am delighted to let you all know that another ‘Swallow Dell Baby’ has 

been delivered safely. Miss Tydeman had her baby boy, Charlie on 3rd 

February. Both mother and baby are doing well. 

 

 

Attendance 

Our current whole school attendance is at 94.2% and getting closer to our target of 96%. 
Well done to all children who have attended regularly; good attendance means children are max-
imising their learning opportunities. Year 4 are our highest attenders with 95.59% closely followed 
by Year 3 with 95.45%, well done and keep this up! Please make sure you call in and leave a mes-
sage on the answerphone, on each day that your child is ill.  
 
Punctuality 
 
Most children arrive on time at 8.50am to start their learning, however, there are sadly too many 
children arriving late, via the office. Arriving late causes disruption to the class, but also means chil-
dren miss the vital learning tools at the start of the lesson. Please be aware that lateness could re-
sult in sessions being marked as unauthorised and therefore counting towards Fixed Penalty Notice 
fines. 
 
Be on time at ten to nine! 
 
Please call in before 2.30pm with messages regarding a change of collection arrangements for your 
child. 



 

 

Considerate Parking 
The school car park is for staff and agreed visitors only. Please can I remind parents not to ‘tail 

gate’ staff into the car park. We have a designated parking spot within the school car park for blue 

badge holders use. Please be prepared to share your badge with the school office when request-

ed. 

The increasing number of cars outside school at the beginning and end of the day is a common 

issue for the majority of schools in the country.  We encourage families to walk to school wherev-

er possible and politely request that parents and visitors to the school park in surrounding roads 

with thought and consideration for the children, other adults and the local community.  Please 

obey the restrictions in place and do not park in an obstructive manner. The school has dealt this 

half term alone with several complaints from neighbours in respect of the dangerous parking of a 

minority of our parents. When these parents have been challenged they have been dismissive or 

aggressive in their responses. We ask you all to be vigilant and to report any incidences of poor 

parking to the police as this is the stance that the school takes and the advice we have given to 

our neighbours.  

Please think before you park! 

Walk to school if you can. 

If you have to come by car, try to share trips with neighbours or friends, observe the traffic regula-

tions and park safely a short distance from the school to avoid congestion near to the school so 

that children can cross safely.  

Do not park, or wait, on the yellow ‘KEEP CLEAR’ markings. These markings are self-explanatory 

and are there to keep children safe. 

Do not block other people’s driveways with your vehicle. This is classed as an unnecessary ob-

struction and could result in your vehicle being ticketed and even removed. 

Do not park blocking dropped kerbs. These are in place to allow access to wheelchairs/prams. 

Blocking these will result in your vehicle being ticketed. 

The safety of the children is our priority.   

Breakfast and Afterschool Club 

On Tuesday 5th March 2019, The Swallows are planning a sponsored ‘Pancake Toss’ event to raise 
funds to buy resources for the provision.  Your child will receive a sponsor form and more infor-
mation regarding the event, when they next attend.  

Thank you for your support!  

Any questions, please ask!    

Mrs Ginger or the Swallows Staff and Committee.  



 

 

Free early years education 

You can apply now for a free early education place for your child. 

All children from the term after they reach 3 years old are entitled to 570 
hours of free early education per year until they start at school full-time.  
Working families who meet a national criteria may be eligible for 30 hours’ 
free childcare (a total of 1140 hours per year). 

You can find providers offering free early education places and 30 hours free 

childcare by visiting: 

https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/schools-and-education/childcare

-and-advice-for-parents/childcare-and-advice-for-parents.aspx 

 

Fine Diners this term  

Infants: 
Emily, Nathan, Jacob, Jocelyn, Joshua  and Mia.  
 
(Having lunch with Mrs Ginger on Thursday 14th February) 
 
Juniors: 
Freddie, Tyra, Finley, Katelyn, Shalya, Thomas, Teagan, Coby. 
 
(Having lunch with Mrs Ginger on Wednesday 13th February) 

Behaviour Policy 

This has been updated to reflect Hertfordshire Steps, a therapeutic approach to behaviour manage-
ment. Please do read the policy. This can be located in the ‘Statutory’ section of the school website.  

Flat Stan First Aid Training for children 

 

On Friday 1st February, 56 children from Reception to Year 6 were given the oppor-
tunity to receive 'Essential Life Skills' through the Flat Stan First Aid training for chil-
dren.  The children had lots of fun in the workshops learning how to get help, how to 
help someone who is choking, bleeding, has suffered burns and what to do if they 
think someone has stopped breathing. They practiced skills on specially developed and 
easy to use manikins. 

 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiN-orAzf_ZAhXJuRQKHXqMBXsQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.syracuse.com%2Fdining%2Findex.ssf%2F2013%2F11%2Fcny_dining_notes_grotto_open_i.html&psig=AOvVaw1x_kksp


 

 

   

NurseryNurseryNursery   

We have had a fantastic start to the New Year in Nursery! We have been working on developing our 
writing skills and have experimented with different types of mark making and working on our fine and 
gross motor skills! We have also loved reading the book 'The Gruffalo' and 'The Gruffalo's Child', we 
were very lucky when it snowed and went looking for different tracks in the snow just like in the story!  

Recently we have had lots of fun celebrating Chinese New Year! We learnt 
about the story 'The Great Race' and found out how people celebrate this spe-
cial time of year! We even learnt a Chinese Dragon Dance which the afternoon 
children performed around the school! We also tried some Chinese rice and 
crackers for our snack!   

Year 1Year 1Year 1 

Year 1 have had a busy half term looking at our senses as part of our sci-
ence topic and learning about toys from the past and our family tree as 
part of our topic lessons. We have enjoyed looking at different books 
written by Julia Donaldson during our literacy lessons and have started to 
write our own stories during our writing lessons on a Friday. We have 
practiced our number bonds and have looked at addition and subtraction 
in Maths. Next term our topic will be animals and the topic lessons will be 
based on activities around ‘Barnaby Bear goes to Africa’. 

 

Year 2Year 2Year 2   

This term we have been writing instructions for how to look after a mon-
ster. We enjoyed thinking about the special equipment we would need to 
look after our monster, the food it would eat as well as any important warn-
ings or things we needed to look out for.  

In our street dancing we have enjoyed creating our own freestyle sections 
of the routine and look forward to putting it all together!   

News from the Classrooms! 

ReceptionReceptionReception   

Reception has had a very busy half term full of exciting learning opportunities. 
We started off the term focusing on New Year and how we celebrate this spe-
cial time. We thought about New Year’s resolutions and identified new skills or 
hobbies that we would like to learn. The children in Chestnut class enjoyed hav-
ing banquets in their own castle and designing their own castles. The children 
in Pine class enjoyed travelling to different locations from their train station and creating their own train 
tickets. We were very excited to finally have some snow! We linked this to ice and the children enjoyed 
finding different ways to break the ice.  
 



 

 

   

   

Year 3Year 3Year 3 

Year 3 have been investigating rocks in our science topic this term and understanding what a fair test is. 
They decided that marble would be the best rock to use to build a statue outdoors at Swallow Dell!  

 
We have also been practising our basketball skills and starting to have mini 
matches. There are some potentially great team players emerging. We have 
been developing our story writing skills through writing alternative fairy stories 
and practising our debating skills through class discussions.  Year 3 have had the 
opportunity to taste a range of different Italian foods whilst learning about Ita-
ly. 
 

Year 4Year 4Year 4 

Year 4 have worked really hard this half term! In Maths we have been chal-
lenged by working out perimeter; comparing and describing shapes; investi-
gating symmetry and lots of tricky work with decimals. Wallace and Gromit 
had a burglary, and the children all invented a new cracking contraption in 
English. We had machines to help with homework, house cleaners, cookery 
machines and even a calculating sofa! In our topic lessons, we have learned about the Romans in Britain, 
from Boudicca's revolt to the building of Hadrian's wall. Our Science topic has been investigating sound, 
which, as you would expect, has been noisy! As some parents will know very well already (sorry!), we have 
also started practising the songs for our Spring show, which will be performed in the penultimate week of 
this term.  

Year 5Year 5Year 5 

Year 5 has had a busy start to the New Year. We have more  children than ever participating in J Rock this 
year, and rehearsals for the annual Dance Festival to be held at Campus West on March 12 are in full 
swing. The theme for this year's dance is "The Elements", and again we are extremely lucky to have the 
help of Mrs Rason, a parent at the school, with the choreography for dances inspired by fire, ice and wa-
ter.  We are sure that you will be amazed and thrilled by what the children have been able to achieve.  
 

We have been learning about rivers this term and this has given us many oppor-
tunities to make links to science, English and Maths. We are particularly enjoy-
ing "messing about in boats", and writing about the hairbrained antics of Toad 
in our own adventures inspired by " The Wind in the Willows”. We are sure that 
you will enjoy reading them as much as we have. 

Year 6Year 6Year 6            

Year 6 have been working hard in the lead up to SATs, focusing on different genres of 
writing and a range of reasoning problems in Maths. In Science we have looked at the 
way light travels and can be manipulated, before moving on to the human body and 
circulatory system.  

We have also been enjoying learning more about Brazil, 
and we can't wait to see the rainforest animals you create 
over the half term break.  



 

 

Community Noticeboard 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chickenpox and IbuprofenChickenpox and IbuprofenChickenpox and Ibuprofen 

Please remind families that you work with not to give children Ibuprofen/Nurofen if their child has 
chickenpox. 

This type of medication is an anti-inflammatory and it reacts with chickenpox making them go deep-
er into the skin tissue. 

Nurofen is Ibuprofen based and the NHS website does state for children not to take Ibuprofen based 
products for chickenpox. It should also state this on all Nurofen bottles. 

The NHS guidance can be found here: https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/chickenpox/ 

HAND SEND News is a free online newsletter for parents, carers of children and young 

people (0-25) with additional needs and disabilities. It has information about free courses 

for parents and professionals, sources of advice, inclusive activities for children, support 

groups, the local offer and much more. Read all about it in the January edition of HAND 

SEND News: https://handsendnews.hertfordshire.gov.uk  



 

 


