
 

 

 

 

 

APRIL  
5 April 2019 
End of Term 
(school finishes at 2.00pm) 
 
24 April 2019  
First day Summer Term 
 
23 July 2019 
End of Term 
(school finishes at 2.00pm) 
 
MAY 
6 May 2019  
May Day 
 
27 –31 May 2019  
Half Term break 
 
Autumn Term 
3 September—19 December 
2019 (2pm finish) 
 
28 October—1 November 
2019 
Half Term break 
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Headteacher's Message! 

What another action-packed half term we have experienced at Swallow Dell! It has 
been crammed so full of wonderful opportunities for pupils of all ages that it is 
completely impossible to include all of them within this newsletter. World Book 
Day filled the school with a wealth of incredible costumes from Thomas the Tank 
Engine through to the Gruffalo and we all had the opportunity (staff included) to 
share our favourite books and stories! Red Nose Day saw Swallow Dell turn into a 
sea of red as we supported the work of charities through a great cake sale and 
competition run by the school’s communication team. Year 5 sparkled at the Dance 
Festival. The school had its Joint Annual Review Inspection from the Local Authority 
whereby it was judged to be Good with outstanding elements. Year 5 departed for 
their residential trip to PGL. The JRock Team delighted audiences at the Gordon 
Craig Theatre and qualified for the finals in Portsmouth and Y3 and Y4 entertained 
us all with their retelling of the story of Matilda! Read on to catch up on some of 
the highlights. 

Looking ahead, the next two half terms offer new challenges and excitement! 
Sports Day, the Y5 and Y6 summer performance (title to be revealed in due 
course), SATS (for Years 2 and 6), day and residential trips and the meeting of our 
new pupils during our induction days are just a few of the events we will be enjoy-
ing. I hope that you have a wonderful Easter break and that your holidays are 
restful with a sprinkle of chocolate! 
 
With warm wishes, 

Clare Hollingsworth 

Headteacher 

Message from Jeff Hawes, Chair of Governors  

This half of the term has whizzed by extremely quickly and just reading all the arti-
cles in this newsletter we can see it certainly has been busy!   
 
The Board have appointed two new co-opted Governors Hazel Meredith and Sa-
mantha Baker.  Both have extensive human resource management skills that will 
be both valuable and complimentary to the current make up of the team:  Welcome 
to you both. 
 
Next topic is the parent survey - I apologise that it didn't come out earlier this half 
term, but some activities needed to be re-prioritised.  However, all is now ready to 
go!  Please click on the on attached link: https://goo.gl/forms/
efVmU9RpUMIOC9Nt2 or key it into your web-browser (I've tested it and it 
works).  The survey will close on 23rd April, so plenty of time to complete it while on 
holiday.  After the Board have reviewed the answers, I will share the outcomes with 
you in a future newsletter.  Please everyone enjoy your holiday break no matter 
what you have planned, then come back all refreshed for the wonderful Summer 
term.  

http://www.swallowdell.herts.sch.uk/
https://goo.gl/forms/efVmU9RpUMIOC9Nt2
https://goo.gl/forms/efVmU9RpUMIOC9Nt2


 

 

 

Attendance  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our attendance target this year is 96%. We can only do this with your support. I am really pleased to say our 

attendance so far this term (with complex medical cases excluded) has increased slightly since our last update to: 

95.2%  

Well done to Chestnut Class and Apple Class who currently have the best attendance so far this year at 96.42% and 

96.04% respectively! Please could I encourage all parents to ensure their children are attending regularly to enable 

your child to make the most of the time they have at Swallow Dell. It is surprising how quickly odd days here and 

there add up and have a major impact on your child’s education. If you are having any difficulties with getting your 

child to school, please come and speak with your child’s class teacher in the first instance or myself as we may be 

able to support you with this. 

The class percentages are as follows and include all children including those with complex medical needs: 

                  EYS/KS1       KS2 

 Chestnut 96.42% 

Pine 93.28% 

Beech 95.08% 

Cherry 93.00% 

Oak 94.99% 

Maple 95.53% 

Apple 96.04% 

Silver-
Birch 

93.86% 

Ash 95.73% 

Willow 95.51% 

Elm 94.07% 

Sycamore 93.21% 

Cedar 94.92% 

Poplar 94.64% 

Staffing news  

We recently have welcomed Mr Patel to the staff team. He is working alongside Mr Nutter in the Site Management 
Team and is in school on Thursdays and Fridays. 

Sadly we are saying goodbye to Mrs Vohra (TA) in Reception as she leaves to pursue a career in the NHS. We 
would like to wish her well and welcome Miss Gorman who will be taking up her position after Easter. 

As Apple Class are already aware, Miss Taylor is leaving us at the end of term to go to Australia. We wish her a safe 

flight and much luck on her big adventure! We will welcome Mrs Farrar-Williams as a new teacher joining the 

team; the children have had the opportunity to meet their new teacher and will be starting their adventure with 

her after the Easter Break. 



 

 

Polite reminders ... 

Medication: A reminder that school can only administer prescribed medication. 

Play equipment: Please remember that children are not allowed on school play equipment without a member of 

school staff present and in school times only.  

Pathways: Please use the pedestrian pathway and not the drive for access or exit from the school grounds.  

It is lovely to see so many children riding bikes and scooters to school. Please could we remind them not to ride 

bikes or scooters within the school grounds. 

Thank you for your help in keeping our school a safe environment for all our children. 

Schools meals  

The cost of school meals for Juniors will be increased from 24th April 2019 to £2.50 per day, £12.50 

per week. 

Lost property 

We have a collection of lost  reading glasses, sunglasses and even a set of keys in the school 

office. There are a number of winter coats which children have left in school. If you have lost 

any of these items please check with the school office.  

My Growing Brain Workshop—THURSDAY 6 JUNE 9AM TO 12 NOON 

Mrs Ayscough will be running a workshop aimed at parents of KS2 children or parents with children already in Sec-

ondary School. As adults and parents we can sometimes struggle to communicate with young people and worry 

about how we can help them grow and develop their emotions, relationships, behaviour, sleep and attitudes to 

risk. This workshop will help parents/carers learn ways to help your child through this exciting time of change and 

growth. The workshop will focus on a key stage of their brain devel-

opment and highlight changes in your child’s brain. The brain is 

only one factor influencing behaviour, family and school have a role 

to play to better support our children through this time of change. 

Please let the school office know if you can attend My Growing 

Brain on Thursday 6 June at 9am!  

A letter will be coming out at the beginning of the new term with a reply slip. Teas/coffees will be available—no 

children please. 

J Rock 

Swallow Dell's J Rock team have once again done us proud, progressing to the Southern Finals in 
Portsmouth for the 3rd year in a row. The children were exceptionally behaved and truly earned 
their place. We would like to thank all of the parents for their continued support.   

Easter Assembly 

On Monday 25th March, Father Norbert visited the school and attended our assembly. He shared the Easter Story 

with us as well as new life in Springtime. KS1 sang 'Easter Bunny,' and KS2 sang, ‘Can you hear the donkey?’ and 

‘Sunshine, Showers and Rainbows.’  



 

 

Anti-Bullying update 

The Ambassadors have been quite busy this half term. They have received their training for the Anti-Bullying Cha-

troom which is held during Monday lunchtime and is available for Years 3 – 6. They also planned and delivered two 

workshops to parents last Friday explaining their role within the school, the polices and strategies in place and how 

we are progressing towards the national Anti-Bullying Award. A BIG thank you to the parents who attended these 

workshops and for the ideas for the parent leaflet the Ambassadors are designing.  

The Ambassadors are looking forward to their first steering committee meeting next term. We are still looking for a 

parent representative on this committee. The commitment is one meeting during the school day every half term. If 

you are interested then please contact Mrs Ginger.  

The Anti-Bullying themed week this term was ‘E-Safety’ and was run by Mrs Joyce and the Computing Leads.  

Please remember that there is an anti-bullying email address that you can use to report any concerns you may 

have about any bullying behaviour. antibullying@swallowdell.herts.sch.uk 

Playleaders 

Year 5 Playleaders have been busy working with the infant children at lunchtimes. They received their training 

through the Sports Partnership and Mrs Ginger. These children have made a great start and are a real asset to the 

lunchtime teams. They are excited to wear their green tabards and are always keen to arrive on the playground on 

time. Well done Playleaders!  

The Swallows Committee 

Many of the children in the Breakfast and Afterschool Club enjoyed flipping pan-

cakes on Pancake Day to raise money for new resources. Just over £300 has been 

pledged! They had lots of fun and were very good at flipping the pancakes and in 

some cases too good! The Swallows Committee will be meeting this week to gather 

ideas on how to spend the funds raised. Well done!   

Team Point Winners 

1st  Salisbury 2873 points 
2nd Heronswood 2526 points 
3rd Blackthorn 2512 points 
4th Wellcroft 2463 
 
Well done everyone!  Great scores! 
 

The winning team will have their non-uniform day on Friday 5th April. 

Head Lice 

We have received numerous phone calls from parents with concerns about children having head lice and nits. 

Could we request that parents and carers routinely check children for lice and nits. Please see link to NHS 

guidance on treating head lice and nits: 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/head-lice-and-nits/  

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/head-lice-and-nits/


 

 

E-safety 

Safer Internet Day this year focussed on working together for a better internet.  As a school we focussed on  cre-

ating online friendship agreements.  Our winners have been announced and they are working on creating the 

agreement for all classes to sign.  

 

Leading on from Safer Internet Day we have been re visiting Emmie Eagle’s rules for being a good friend online.  

She reminds us : 

  To be a kind friend online 

Anything that you say or post online can be saved and looked at later 

Tell an adult if someone is bullying you or if you are worried about what someone has posted 

 

Please check websites for more information about how to continue this discussion at home: 

 

www.thinkuknow.co.uk 

http://www.kidsmart.org.uk 

 

With the Easter holidays  fast approaching children may have more opportunities to play games on the computer. 
While games can be great fun and can provide great opportunities for children to develop their imagination and 
problem solving skills, it is important to remember that age ratings on games, whether they are bought from a 
shop or downloaded from the internet  on a tablet or a phone are not recommendations, they are the law. That 
law (PEGI) is in place because some games are not appropriate for our children.  The PEGI website provides a 
wealth of information about age restrictions and can be used as a conversation tool to explain why games are not 
appropriate for your children to play them.  http://www.pegi.info/en/index/ 

Fine Dining Winners! 

 

Congratulations to the fine dining winners for this term: 
 

 Infants: 
Florian, Freya, Nancy, Edward, 

Riley and Layla. 
 

                                                                Juniors: 
                                    Owen, Sienna, Ryan, Jessica, Stanley, Katelyn, 
                                                          Archie and Benita. 

 

The above children were nominated by the dining room and catering staff for their politeness and good table 

manners in the dining room.  Children are also nominated for trying new foods, clearing away their dinner 

trays and being a pleasure to have in the dining room.  Well done to all the winners! 

http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk
http://www.kidsmart.org.uk
http://www.pegi.info/en/index/
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiN-orAzf_ZAhXJuRQKHXqMBXsQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.syracuse.com%2Fdining%2Findex.ssf%2F2013%2F11%2Fcny_dining_notes_grotto_open_i.html&psig=AOvVaw1x_kksp


 

 

   

NurseryNurseryNursery   

This half term in Nursery we have been looking at the stories 'We're Going on a Bear Hunt', 'The Runaway Pancake', 
'Dinosaur Roar', 'Monkey Puzzle' and ‘Guess How Much I Love You'.  
 
After reading the 'Runaway Pancake' we had pancakes for snack and in the afternoons had a go at making our own 
pancakes.  
 
We were very excited after reading 'Dinosaur Roar' and loved pretending to be dinosaurs during PE and making our 
dinosaurs at the creative table. The children in the afternoons also turned themselves into dinosaurs and made their 
own 'Dinosaur Roar' book.  
 
This week we have been reading 'Monkey Puzzle' and 'Guess How Much I Love You' and talking about our families. 
We have been getting ready for Mothers Day by making flowers and cards.  
 
Thank you to everyone who came to our Mother's Day Stay and Play! It was lovely to see so many of you spending 
time with your child enjoying a few of the activities we do at Nursery!   

Year 1Year 1Year 1 

This half term we have been reading stories based in Africa. We used the stories as a base for our writing in Literacy 
and have linked them into our topic work about Africa. We have looked at different places in Africa and found out lots 
of interesting facts about the animals that live there. 
 
In Science we looked at different types of animals and made some clay models of reptiles and amphibians, looking 
closely at their features. We talked about the type of food animals eat and grouped them accordingly. We also looked 
at nocturnal and diurnal animals. 
 
During our Maths lessons we have started to look at measurements - weight, length and capacity. We have been 
problem solving and using money. 

Year 2Year 2Year 2 

Year 2 have been very busy this half term! For Science week, to go with the theme 'Journeys', we thought about what 
we would need to take in a backpack for a journey and what things were not a necessity.  We visited the Church as 
part of our RE learning and enjoyed looking at Christians' place of worship. We have been working on our ball con-
trol skills in PE and the different ways we could control a ball. Our Science topic has been 'Growing Up' and we have 
been learning about the different needs of babies, children and adults. We have been learning about Chembakolli in 
India for Geography and comparing their lives to our lives in Welwyn Garden City. We have also learnt the words to 
'Head, Shoulders, Knees and Toes' in Punjabi for Music! In the last week of the Easter term, we have designed and 
made our very own healthy fruit smoothies.  

News from the Classrooms! 

ReceptionReceptionReception   

We have had a busy half-term in Reception. We celebrated World Book Day with everyone dressing up in wonderful 
costumes. We shared stories and talked about our favourite stories and characters. 
For Pancake Tuesday both classes ran their own pancake races in the outside area, which the children found very ex-
citing.  
The children have been working hard on their maths learning. They have been learning 
about measuring, weighing, adding and taking away. 
Now the weather has starting to improve, the children have been enjoying their learning 
in the outside area. 



 

 

   

   

Year 3Year 3Year 3 

What an exciting term Year 3 have had!  

This term we started learning about ‘London`, with many children (and parents!) working incredible hard at home to 

produce some impressive models, fact-files and posters about London. The children enjoyed sharing their projects and 

teaching each other what they had found out.  

Next came Science week, a chance for us to share excitement about being Scientists and investigating different phe-

nomena. We explored static electricity using balloons, where we became Matilda and made a newt “fly”. We found out 

how static electricity is generated and can be used. This term we have worked incredibly hard singing, dancing and per-

forming our Year 3 & 4 play ‘Matilda’. What fun we had learning the songs (even the very tricky ones), practicing our 

dance moves and showing off our hard work with our family and friends.  

We have been so proud of our learning and achievements this term.  

Year 4Year 4Year 4 

As the newsletter goes to press, Years 3 and 4 are deep in rehearsals for our Spring Show. By the time you read this, 
many of you will have seen for yourselves exactly what Willow and Ash classes 
have been working so hard on this half term. With learning songs, dances and lots of 
lines, the children have impressed us enormously with their determination and effort. 
Being part of a production like Matilda has given them an experience we hope they will 
never forget. 
 
We have also been working through our Maths curriculum, including tricky topics like 
decimals and fractions. There have been puzzled looks and scratched heads, but the 
children have all shown great resilience and focus to make good progress this term. Well done Year 4! 

Year 5Year 5Year 5 

Year 5  have had another busy half-term. We thoroughly enjoyed World Book Day when we shared and discussed a 

wide range of stories to inspire future reading. The costumes were great! Another highlight was the Welwyn Garden 

City Dance Festival. We practised hard for our Fire, Water and Ice performance and, on the night, we were very excited 

to perform onstage in a real theatre. We felt very proud of our team effort. 

 

 

 

Year 6Year 6Year 6            

Year 6 have been busy preparing for their SATs tests that are coming up shortly after the Easter break. We have been 
making good use of our time in Maths, focusing on Pirates and using our mathematical skills to solve problems and 
stretch our understanding. In English, we have been really developing our writing techniques and have written some 
lovely information and explanation texts, as well as some fiction writing using flashbacks. Our Science has been filled 
with practical activities - we have made aeroplanes to test the success of different materials, as well as investigating 
how the heart works and what makes up our blood.  
 
Next term is a jam-packed one for Year 6, with SATs, our Isle of Wight trip and our Year 5/6 production. Please keep an 

eye out for letters, emails and other information that will help to make next term run as smoothly as possible! 



 

 

Community Noticeboard 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We have a variety of events throughout the year for children and families to enjoy for FREE. The next 
event we have is the Easter Funday which is happening on Friday 19th April 2019 from 11am -3pm in the 
Howard Centre, Welwyn Garden City town centre. There will be: 
  
 Free Face painting 

 Characters and mascots 
 Fun photo opportunities 

 Fun and games 
 Competitions and prize give a ways. 

Most people do wear their seatbelts but still nearly ten per cent choose not to – help them make the right decision 
for themselves and others. If you have friends or family, who still do not realise how important it is to belt up, 
have that conversation and make sure they know how much you value their safety, and everyone else’s in the ve-
hicle. Please make sure children are secured in the most appropriate car seat for their age and height. For more on 
seatbelts and car seats go to www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/seatbelts 
 
The Hertfordshire Road Safety Partnership is supporting the seatbelt campaign run by Roads Policing, raising 
awareness about the importance of wearing your seatbelt. You can receive a fine of up to £500 if you are caught 
not wearing your seatbelt.  

http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/seatbelts


 

 



 

 


