
 

 

 

 

MAY 
14th      Y1 British Schools 

Hitchin visit 
 
20th—24th  
 SAT’s Week Y2 
 
22nd 6pm 
 Isle of Wight Parents Meeting 
 
27th—31st  
Half Term Normal Closing Time 

 
JUNE 
3rd—7th  
Y6 Isle of Wight Residential visit 
 
6th 9am—12noon 
Growing Brain Workshop for 
parents 
 
12th       Y6 Crucial Crew 
 
24th       Sports Day KS2am  
 KS1 pm  (Weather per-

mitting) 
 
27th      Reserve Sports Day 
 
JULY 
3rd        Reception and Nursery 

Sports Day 
5th  Reception Sept 2019 

Intake Mtg 
10th      School Reports sent 

home 
11th       Secondary transfer day/

 Class changeover day 
 Nursery Sept 2019 In-

take Mtg 
12th Nursery Graduation Day 
 Open Afternoon 
16th  Y5/Y6 Performance— 
 afternoon 
17th  Y2 Windsor Castle Visit 
18th  Y5/Y6 Performance— 
 evening (no under 12’s 
 permitted) 
 Leavers Assembly 
22nd  Leavers  Picnic 
23rd End of Term 2pm 
              (school finishes at  
              2.00 pm) 

D I A R Y  D A T E S    Swallow Dell 

  Half term Newsletter 
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                          “Together we inspire, Value and Achieve” 

 
Headteacher's Message! 

With the end of the first half of the Summer Term now upon us it is not too long 

until the summer holidays begin. I am always amazed at how quickly the school 

year goes by and this one is certainly not an exception! I would like to start by say-

ing a huge well done to each and every one of the Year 6s (and their adults) who 

worked incredibly hard in preparation for their SATs. Every single child put in a 

huge amount of effort. These assessments, along with others across the school, are 

just the ‘hard’ measures however and it is important that we also recognise other 

factors such as the behaviour of the children, their individual particular strengths in 

other areas of the curriculum outside of English and Maths, their attitudes to learn-

ing, their smiles on a rainy day, their kindness to each other and their enthusiasm 

too…. the list is endless. I am very proud of all of the children within the school and 

what they achieve on a daily basis and look forward to seeing them all after the half 

term break for more excitement and learning. 

 

With warm wishes, 

Clare Hollingsworth 

Headteacher 

 

http://www.swallowdell.herts.sch.uk/


 

 

Attendance and Lateness 

We still have a number of children regularly arriving at school late in the mornings. The majority of these children 

state that they have over slept because they were tired. Whilst there is no magical number of hours of sleep that 

all children in a particular age group need here is a guide to the hours of sleep they should aim for. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lateness has a negative impact  

Being late can: 

Disrupt lessons  

Affect achievement  

Embarrass/upset your child  

Being late adds up to loss of learning: 5 minutes late every day adds up to 3 days lost each year, 10 minutes adds 

up to 6 days lost each year, 15 minutes adds up to 10 days lost each year, 20 minutes adds up to 13 days lost each 

year, 30 minutes adds up to 19 days lost each year. 

Being on time means not missing out! 

General Reminders 
 Please be reminded that Physical Education is part of your child’s curriculum and they are required to partici-

pate in ALL P.E. related activities including swimming. Please ensure your child has their P.E. kits/swimwear on 
the day, if you are unsure what day your child does P.E. or swimming, please ask their class teacher. 

 Leggings are not part of the school uniform and as such should not be worn. 
 Once again we would like to remind you that mobile phones are only to be brought to school in case of emer-

gency and we must have received a signed letter of consent from the parent . On entering the school grounds, 
children should immediately take phones to the school office. With all electrical equipment we cannot accept 
any responsibility for damage or loss. Please could we also remind you as Parents that the use of mobile 
phones is not allowed on school premises. 

Age Hours of sleep needed 

3 11 Hours 

4 11 Hours 

5 11 Hours 

6 10 ½ Hours 

7/8 10 ½ Hours 

9 10 Hours 

10/11 9 ½ Hours 

My Growing Brain Workshop—THURSDAY 6 JUNE 9AM TO 12 NOON 

Mrs Ayscough will be running a workshop aimed at parents of KS2 children or parents with children already in Sec-

ondary School. As adults and parents we can sometimes struggle to communicate with young people and worry 

about how we can help them grow and develop their emotions, relationships, behaviour, sleep and attitudes to 

risk. This workshop will help parents/carers learn ways to help your child through this exciting time of change and 

growth. The workshop will focus on a key stage of their brain development and highlight changes in your child’s 

brain. The brain is only one factor influencing behaviour; family and school have a role to play to better support 

our children through this time of change. 

Please let the school office know if you can attend My Growing Brain on 

Thursday 6 June at 9am!  

Teas/coffees will be available—no children please. 



 

 

 

J Rock report 

Amie – Silver Birch Class 

Tuesday 23rd April, I am live at the Global Rock Challenge 2019 Final in Portsmouth. 

This is a HUGE event and there are nine schools competing. Swallow Dell has been practising for 6 months. Their 

dance is called Festival to Remember. I love at the end how they keep still. It’s great story telling. I love their hair, 

make-up and costumes. I love the drama! 

I interviewed my sister Kaysie about her J Rock experience so far…..Here’s what she said: 

“I was excited and nervous; because it was exciting to learn the dance and to get dressed up but I was nervous be-

cause lots of people were watching.” 

I asked Kaysie before she went on stage at Portsmouth if she enjoyed her part in the dance. She said, “Yes, but I 

am worried that I will miss my music cue and pick up the wrong band and ribbon.”  

You will be pleased to hear that when she performed she was on time and got the right ribbon!...I was very proud 

of her! 

I interviewed my Mummy and this is what she said, 

“The show was very entertaining. It was full of energy and there were lots of happy children.” 

Our Swallow Dell Squad got to Stevenage and we got to through to the Portsmouth Finals which was amazing! We 

didn’t win in Portsmouth but we were brilliant and I am so happy to have been part of the team this year. I will 

definitely join the squad next year and you should think about it too! 

Relationship Education (SRE)  
Workshops for parents will be taking place for Reception, Year's 5&6, and also parents of children who have joined 
Swallow Dell since September, on Wednesday 5th June, one in the morning and one in the afternoon. If you are 
intending to attend one of the workshops, can you please return the reply slip as soon as possible. Every parent 
has the right to withdraw their child from SRE lessons, however, we would encourage you to attend a workshop so 
that we can share the 'age appropriate' and sensitive lesson plans and resources that we use, with you. If you 
would like to attend a workshop and your child is in a different year group, then please let Mrs Ginger know so 
that your name can be added to the list. 
  
SRE lessons, as usual, will take place during our 'Healthy Weeks', so please be prepared for some questions! We 
will remind you nearer the time as well. 



 

 

School noticeboard ……. 

E-safety 

We have been re visiting Emmie Eagle’s rules for being a good friend online.  

She reminds us : 

  To be a kind friend online 

Anything that you say or post online can be saved and looked at later 

Tell an adult if someone is bullying you or if you are worried about what someone has posted 

Please check websites for more information about how to continue this discussion at home: 

www.thinkuknow.co.uk 

http://www.kidsmart.org.uk 

Fine Dining Winners! 

 
Congratulations to the following fine dining winners: 
 

Our 'Fine Dining' lunch will take place within the first week back after half 
term.  
 
Infants:    Bryson, Sienna, Georgie, Frankie-George, Mia & Luke. 

Juniors:   Mitchell, Gabrielle, Sam, Layla, Stanley, Sekai, Lewis and Sophie 

Fine Diners will be notified by post, so please keep checking - it could be 
you! 

 
The above children were nominated by the dining room and catering staff for their politeness and good table 
manners in the dining room.  Children are also nominated for trying new foods, clearing away their dinner trays 

Walk to School Week  
 

This week we have taken part in the five-day walking challenge—Walk to School Week 2019! We have joined the 
thousands of schools taking part to feel the benefits of walking. The initiative is helping to get more pupils active 
and reducing congestion and pollution.   
 
Jojo, Sahanna and Kieran would like to remind you all about road safety with the posters they have designed. 
 
 

http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk
http://www.kidsmart.org.uk
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiN-orAzf_ZAhXJuRQKHXqMBXsQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.syracuse.com%2Fdining%2Findex.ssf%2F2013%2F11%2Fcny_dining_notes_grotto_open_i.html&psig=AOvVaw1x_kksp


 

 

This half term we have been very lucky and had some duck eggs for us to look after! We watched the ducklings 
hatch and watched them grow! We really enjoyed teaching them how to swim!  
 
Also this half term we have enjoyed reading 'Simon Sock'. Simon Sock was an odd sock who wanted to find his pair! 

However, when he did find his matching pair Simon and his pair liked different things! So Simon found Betty the ba-

nana to be friends with and even though they didn't match they made the perfect pair! At Nursery we have made 

our Simon Sock and have enjoyed helping to sort out the washing! All the children who will be moving up to Recep-

tion received their own copy of Simon Sock as part of the Booktrust programme. We hope that you have enjoyed 

sharing the book together and would love you to share what you have been doing on Tapestry! 

 

This half term we have enjoyed investigating different materials in Science. We have read and written about books 
from different cultures during our literacy lessons and made up our own endings for some of the books that we 
read. We have continued to learn our phonics sounds ready for the phonics screening next month. The children 
have enjoyed the many phonics challenges set to help them practice the sounds they need to know. In Maths we 
have used the beebots to help our learning about direction, position and turns and have started to look at telling the 
time using an analogue clock. Our topic has been Victorians and the children have had an great time learning about 
a Victorian wash day. They have had the opportunity to use a scrubbing board and  a mangle to find out how much 

hard work it was back then to wash clothes. We had an amazing time on 
our trip where the children got to experience life in a Victorian school and 
to find out about Victorian toys. We have been practising hard to learn 
our lines for our assembly and some Victorian playground songs.  

 

 The ducklings! 

This term we have been lucky enough to have 6 duckling eggs at school. All the eggs hatched and 

we have enjoyed watching them learn to swim and change during the two weeks. 

In our Science learning we have explored habitats, thinking about how an animal is adapted to live 

where it lives.  We started to look at food chains and enjoyed drawing our own for the characters 

in the ‘The Gruffalo’.  In PE we have begun to link our throwing and catching skills to rounders. We 

look forward to playing Year 6 at the end of the Summer Term in a tournament.  

News from the Classrooms! 

What an exciting half term we have had in Reception! We focussed on the story ‘Jack and the 

Beanstalk’ and had great fun growing our own beanstalks! We are very proud of all of the chil-

dren for writing their own stories based on ‘Jack and the Beanstalk.’ In Maths, we explored dou-

bling and halving using beanstalks and magic beans. We were very excited when some eggs ar-

rived in school. We looked at the eggs carefully and thought about what animal they came from. 

Some of us thought they were dinosaur eggs! We were very excited when the eggs started to 

hatch and ducklings appeared. This week we have been looking at the story ‘The Great Pet Sale.’ 

We have been learning about money and have enjoyed buying lots of different things in the 

classroom!  



 

 

In Apple class we have been getting to know our new teacher and learning a lot about how changes can be good as well 
as bad but learning to make sure we know how to cope with these changes, no matter the outcome. 
 
In Topic, we have started finding out about Ancient Greece and have had great fun coming up with our own mythical 
creatures and discovering the amazing skills that some of the Greek Gods had. 
 
We have also started to grow our own plants, cress, sunflower, peas and spinach and are monitoring how they each 
grow-it is interesting to see how fast or slow different plants germinate! 
 
We have been looking at some amazing places around the world for our English work this term, focused around the 
book 'Atlas of Adventures.'  We have looked at the Northern Lights in Finland, the Rio Carnival in Brazil as well as the 
football crazy nation of Senegal — to name but a few and have written a fact pamphlet about our favourite destination. 
Finally in Maths, we have been getting to grips with short multiplication, making sure we understand how to multiply 
by numbers which are bigger than 10!  It can be tricky but we've been trying our hardest and our teachers are really 
pleased with us all for being focused and brave, as well as methodical in our approach-three of our learning powers!

 

This half term seems to have whizzed by! Year 4 have been working hard as always in English, with pieces of persuasive 

writing (any plans made for the half term break? Have your children persuaded you to visit somewhere?); and in 

Maths more fractions work followed by multiplication and division. We have begun our fantastic Geography topic by 

learning about our world itself - the equator, the climate zones and longitude and latitude amongst other things. In 

Science, we have made food chains and begun to find out about habitats across the world. We are ending the half term 

creating some colourful art based on animal prints. Keep up the great work, year 4!  

 

Year 5 have had an active half term. We have been learning about 
mountain environments, doing our own independent research and 
practical experiments - we made our own volcanoes out of old drinks 
bottles and paper mache, and made them "erupt" using some snap-
py science! Elm class have also been making pizzas (Sycamore fin-
ished theirs just before Easter). There were some very interesting 
ideas and flavours which mostly went down well! In Science, we have 
been exploring plant life cycles, including designing our own fair tests 
to prove what is needed for seeds to germinate and grow into strong 
and healthy plants. 
 
 
A couple of weeks ago, year 5 performed their drumming skills in front of the rest of the children. The results were tru-
ly awe inspiring! The children were able to perform their own ideas using a range of drums and other percussion and 
their own rhythms, with their own conductors in the form of Liam, Amy, Kaitlyn and Joshua. The whole performance 
had a real professional feel to it, rounded off beautifully by some amazing rapping by Alezey! It was a real highlight of 
the half term. 

            

Year 6 have accomplished a huge amount in this short half term. The children have worked incredibly hard in the run 

up to their SATs, and we’re really proud of their dedication. As we enter their final term here at Swallow Dell, we only 

get busier. We are busy preparing for our Year 5 and 6 production, as well as the various transition activities and our 

leaver’s assembly. We hope you can come along and join in as many of these activities as possible!  


