
 

 

 

DIARY DATES 
JULY 
Tuesday 23 End of term  
School finishes at 2.00 pm 
 
SEPTEMBER 
Tuesday 3 8.50am  Start of term  
 
OCTOBER 
Monday 28  - Friday 1 November 
Half-term  
Tuesday 15  
Yr 5 Gunpowder Mills 
Wednesday 23 
Individual Photographs  
 
DECEMBER 
Tuesday 17 
KS1 Pantomime in School 
KS2 Pantomime at Campus West 
 
Thursday 19  End of term  
School finishes at 2.00pm 
 
JANUARY 2020 
Tuesday 7 8.50am  Start of term  
 
FEBRUARY  2020 
Monday 17—Friday 21  Half-term 
 
APRIL  2020 
Friday 3 End of Term 2.00pm finish 
Monday 6—20 Easter holidays 
Tuesday 21  8.50 am Term starts 
 
MAY 2020 
Friday 8 Bank holiday  
Monday 25 Bank holiday  
Tuesday 26—29  Half-term 
 
JULY 2020 
Thursday 9 Transition day  
Friday 17 2.00pm School finishes 
 

Headteacher’s Message 

As we come to the end of this academic year, it is with great pride that I 
can look back at the many achievements of our children. They have 
worked so hard. The many values that have been on display throughout 
the year have particularly come to the fore as we end the term – resili-
ence when tackling a particularly tricky problem whether it is with learn-
ing or a problem between friends; courage in coping with changes; love 
and honesty towards all members of the school community; appreciation 
and happiness for each other and all the opportunities they are given 
within the school – which all strengthen their character and their ability 
to make the most of every aspect of school life. 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all staff for their hard work 
this year.  It has been a year of changes, additions and challenges; they 
have embraced this with goodwill and continued to provide the best edu-
cation for all the children. 
 
I would also like to thank all parents and carers for their support this 
year.  A great deal of what we do in school cannot be achieved without 
you and your co-operation and backing. Many thanks and we look for-
ward to working more closely with you from September. 
 
Finally, I would like to wish all children who are leaving us at the end of 
this academic year all the very best on their journey. I know that they 
have all had a fantastic start here at Swallow Dell and know that they will 
go on to achieve great things in the future. 
 
Have a wonderful summer holiday and we look forward to seeing you all 
again on Tuesday 3rd September! 
  

With warm wishes, 

Clare Hollingsworth 

Headteacher 
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Best Practice Teaching Assistant Award 
 
We are delighted to announce that we have received this national award in celebration of best practice in 
the use of supporting adults within the classrooms. The school was assessed on several areas includ-
ing induction of new staff, planning for lessons, Continuous Professional Development and the impact of 
adults on children’s learning. A Big Thank You to those parents who contributed to this award and a HUGE 
Well Done to the staff for all their hard work and dedication towards your children. This is a significant 
recognition of the impact that they have. 

 
From Mrs Hollingsworth and Mrs Ginger 

http://www.swallowdell.herts.sch.uk/


 

 

School Community News……. 

Little Mermaid Bronwyn took part in a sponsored swim in aid of Cancer Research this week. Her chal-
lenge was to complete 60 lengths of the swimming pool at David Lloyd in Hatfield in an hour. Bronwyn 
managed to go even better than the initial challenge by completing 80 lengths in 50 minutes. An out-
standing feat which ultimately raised nearly £200. Well done Bronwyn! 

Message from Jeff Hawes, Chair of Governors  

I  wish every success to those moving on from Swallow Dell and everyone else returning in September have an en-
joyable and safe long break. 

Ancient Greek Day 

This half-term Year 3 enjoyed an Ancient Greek Day.   

 

Bronwyn  wrote “On our Ancient Greek day, we did lots of fun activities including acting, dancing, stalls and a great 

feast. “ 

 

Zander  says  “It was really fun because we got really messy. There were lots of activities  to do to keep us busy.” 

 

 

 

Thank you to Mrs Davies who completed a sponsored bike ride from London to Brighton for the 
school. Mrs Davies raised £163 and the money will be put towards books for the school library. The 
school would like to say a big thank you on behalf of the children. 

Year 5 and 6 Play by Dolcie  

 

Year 5 and 6 have been working incredibly hard on a magnificent play based around 

Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Nights Dream—called Dream On. They have learned multi-

ple songs and dances, some children have also had to learn different lines. They have 

made an outstanding performance with the help of sup-

portive and amazing teachers. They have made props, did 

the children’s hair and make up, helped them learn the 

songs, put together costumes and helped with dances. 

Altogether they were a massive help for the children and 

teachers have produced a fabulous play. 



 

 

Sickness 
 
Please remember that if your child has sickness and/or diarrhoea they must remain off school for 48 hours. 

Fine Dining Winners! 

Congratulations to the following fine dining winners: 
 

Infants 
Ella, Quinton, Eva, Kian, Eden, Alex 

Juniors:   
Ranulya, Noah, Ronnie, Isobel, Niki, Frank, Julia, and Bobby  

 

Children are chosen for their politeness and good table manners in the dining room.  

Children are also nominated for trying new foods, clearing away their dinner trays and being a pleasure to have in 
the dining room.  Well done to all the winners! 

School Communication 

To be kept up to date with events, information and school closures (Snow Days) you need to be registered on our 

Schoolcomms service.  This service also allows you to pay for dinner money and trips. If you don’t have access to 

the internet but have a mobile phone you can still register, please contact the School Office for more details. Also if 

you have more than one child in our school, please register all your children and link them together. Please follow 

the link below to sign up . Could you please also ensure the school office has your current email address and tele-

phone number.  https://login.schoolgateway.com/0/auth/login  

E-safety 

With the end of the school year and summer holidays fast approaching we wanted to take this opportunity to re-

share our e-safety animals created by the school to support children when using the internet .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

YouTubeKids is a kid-targeted version of YouTube for children aged 4+. YouTube is funded by advertisements and 

at times children can see adverts that are inappropriate for their age. YouTubekids enables you to set profiles for 

each of your children so that the app can filter out inappropriate content. However, at times inappropriate videos 

can make it past the filter. Hector the dolphin reminds children to tell an adult if they see anything that makes 

them feel uncomfortable . 

Common sense media have written a  useful guide to support parents in setting time limits, filters and profiles for 

children. www.commonsensemedia.org 

If you have any e-safety questions or concerns please contact Mrs Joyce or your child’s class teacher.  

https://login.schoolgateway.com/0/auth/login
http://Www.commonsensemedia.org


 

 

We have been very busy this half term learning lots of new things and getting ready for Reception! 
We started this half term by having caterpillars to look after! We watched the caterpillars eat all their food and get 
bigger and bigger! They then made their cocoons and stayed inside for a very long time! One morning we came in 
and discovered that overnight the caterpillars had come out of their cocoons and were beautiful butterflies! We gave 
the butterflies some food and watched them learn to fly! After a few days we let them go and watched them fly 
around the Nursery garden until they found some flowers to make their new home together. We have also been 
getting ready to move into Reception! We have had lots of visits to the Reception classrooms and discussed the 
things they have that are the same and the things they have that are different to Nursery! We have met the Recep-
tion grown ups and the Reception grown ups have also come to visit us in Nursery! We have had snack with the chil-
dren in Reception and they told us about all the things we can do! We have also visited the Dining Hall and are all 
very excited about staying for lunch! 
Thank you to everyone that came to our Graduation it was fantastic to share with you all the wonderful things we 
have been doing in Nursery over the last year! Thank you to everyone for your support and we wish the children 
moving to Reception the best of luck and look forward to seeing the children staying in Nursery in September!  

 

This half term we have explored Polar regions. We have written, read and acted out poems about polar bears and 
penguins. We made clay models of animals that live in Polar regions and found out facts about them.  
 
We examined plants in our Science lessons. We found out what plants need to grow . We have written instructions 
to make healthy wraps and then followed the instructions to make them. They were very yummy!  
 
We would like to take this opportunity to say what a pleasure it has been to teach your children this year and wish 
them all the best in Year 2. 

 

Oak and Maple class have had an exciting second half to the term.  

As part of our Design and Technology, we researched, designed, built, 

tested and evaluated our own catapults. Our challenge was to fire a 

pompom over a wall. It was quite tricky but some of us managed to build 

some pretty powerful machines!  All of the adults working with Year 2 are very proud of eve-

rything that the children have achieved this year and we know that their hard work and de-

termination will enable them to continue to enjoy learning many new things in Year 3. 

News from the Classrooms! 

Reception have had a very busy Summer term. Both classes have learnt about the life cycle of 

the butterfly. We looked after caterpillars in each class, until they emerged from their chrysalis 

as butterflies.  

Sports day was a great success and was a beautiful sunny morning. All the children in Reception 

gave their all, with excellent support from their grown-ups. We have also been using the swim-

ming pool and learning about using the pool safely, different ways of moving and a playing a variety of different 

games.  Over the term in our Maths we have practised our adding and subtraction and learnt all about halving and 

doubling. The children have learnt about money and the different values of the coins. Chestnut class helped write 

letters on behalf of the Wolf in Little Red Riding Hood. Pine class learnt all about pirates who helped them with their 

maths and they made some excellent eye patches. 



 

 

 

Year 3 have had a full and fun-packed half term! Not only have we had our Ancient Greek day, when we found out 

some amazing things and got to do lots of interesting activities, but we have also had our first KS2 Sports Day.  Our 

teachers say we were amazing and very well behaved for it.  We have also had a go at making our own desk tidies in 

D&T and learning all about the different forces-push, pull and twist in Science-we even got to think up our own experi-

ment for testing out how objects travel along different surfaces.  We have had some very grown up and mature con-

versations in SRE this term as well. In English, we have written our own Science Fiction stories and have learned all 

about persuasion and even took part in our own in class debates.  In Maths, we have looked at scaling up problems as 

part of division and multiplication, telling time, shape and measure-we are all really good at using rulers and measuring 

jugs now to accurately measure volumes of liquid out. I can’t believe our first year in KS2 has finished and how many 

changes both classes have gone through-and not just the children!  Wishing all of Year 3 an amazing summer holiday. 

 

Year 4 have reached the end of another term, and the end of the year! This term has been great fun. The children have 
learned a huge amount about the world and its inhabitants in our Geography and Science topics. We have studied the 

globe, its regions, and their climates in our Geography lessons. In Science, we have learned 
about Habitats and how to classify creatures. We have found out about extreme weather, 
covering tornadoes and in English, researching the terrible flood in Boscastle in 2004. 
 
In Maths, the children have continued to work really hard, on topics 
such as fractions, multiplication and division, angles,  and triangles. 
We have searched for treasure (using co-ordinates), and solved seem-
ingly endless problems. 

 
In Art, the children produced some incredible work using oil pastels and animal print patterns, 
and Saint Saen's "Carnival of the Animals" provided much inspiration for our own musi-
cal compositions and discoveries of different creatures. Finally, we have vivisted the circus in our 
most recent English unit, based on the book "Leon and the Place Between". What a rollercoaster 
ride this term has been! 

 

Year 5  have had a hectic final half term. In History we have been exploring An Early Islamic 

Civilisation – Baghdad. We created our own Baghdad street market and imagined what it 

would have been like to visit and experience life in AD900. We have also put our Maths skills 

into practise with our Design a Park project. In English, we have been focussing on persuasive 

writing, examining techniques to persuade readers to agree with our point of view.  We en-

joyed spending our earnings from our hugely successful Xmas Mini-Enterprise and funded a visit to see Aladdin  at the 

cinema. We had our own private screening and enjoyed popcorn and sweets before returning to school for an after-

noon of games. We had a great time! During the past few weeks, we have been busy learning songs and dances for our 

end of year play Dream On.  It was a rich and entertaining event. 

            

Year 6’s final term at Swallow Dell has been fun-filled and action-packed! With 

class treats, a residential trip and preparations for our play, we’ve been busier than 

ever. The children have worked incredibly hard on our performance of ‘Dream On’, 

which we hope you will all enjoy. We’ve been looking at coasts, Vikings and Anglo-

Saxons and classification, as well as practising our drumming with Mr Makondo in 

preparation for our leaver’s assembly. As we approach the final weeks, we would 

like to wish the children the best of luck as they move on to their new schools – we 

hope you come back and visit us with stories of your new adventures!  



 

 

Community Noticeboard 



 

 

 


